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Small farming family looking to 
rent cropland in Thorhild County. 
Willing to pay competitive rates.

By Brandie 
Majeau

By Shelley 
Winger

Art program inspires creativity 
among Diamond Spring residents

Residents at Diamond 
Spring Lodge recently em-
braced their artistic side 
during a watercolor work-
shop that encouraged 
creativity, curiosity and 
self-expression.

Led by arts educator 

Brittany "Miss B" Snellen, 
the session focused less on 
creating a finished master-
piece and more on enjoying 
the experience of painting. 
Residents experimented 
with colour mixing, differ-
ent amounts of water and 
pigment, and even sprin-
kled table salt onto wet paint 
to create unique textures.

Snellen said the goal was 
to give participants the 

freedom to explore without 
worrying about perfection.

"There is something to be 
said about the experience of 
sitting down with a materi-
al and just exploring how it 
interacts with the paper or 
canvas, without having an 
end goal," she said. "It was 
all about enjoying a tactile 
and curiosity-based expe-
rience where there was no 
pressure or expectation for 

a finished product."
She added that the activ-

ity also encouraged mind-
fulness by allowing par-
ticipants to focus on the 
present moment as they 
watched colours spread 
across the paper.

The workshop is one of 
several Snellen has led at 
Diamond Spring Lodge, 

Heritage 
Days 

Scavenger 
Hunt 

postponed

Residents and visitors 
will have additional time 
to explore the rich histo-
ry of Smoky Lake County 
following the postpone-
ment of the Heritage Days 
Scavenger Hunt until the 
end of August. Initially set 
for July 27 to August 4, the 
community event has been 
rescheduled, providing par-
ticipants with a greater op-
portunity to visit local her-
itage sites and compete for 
prizes.

The Scavenger Hunt in-
vites individuals of all ages 
to visit some of Smoky Lake 
County’s most significant 
historical landmarks, learn-
ing about the area’s unique 
past while enjoying an en-
gaging outdoor experience. 
Participants are required to 
visit locations listed on the 
official passport, collecting 
stamps where available or 
taking a photograph at each 
stop to verify their visit.

To qualify for the grand 
prize draw, participants 
must visit at least 10 lo-
cations and return their 
completed passport to the 
Smoky Lake County Office. 
Stamp stations will be avail-
able at Serben Farms and 
Métis Crossing, while all 
remaining locations can 

A resident of Diamond Spring Lodge concentrates on a watercolor 
painting during a recent art workshop led by Brittany “Miss B” 
Snellen. The session encouraged participants to explore colour, 
texture and creativity without focusing on a finished masterpiece.

Residents of Diamond Spring Lodge gather around the table 
to experiment with watercolor techniques during a recent 
art session led by Brittany “Miss B” Snellen. The workshop 
emphasized creativity, curiosity and self-expression in a 
relaxed, supportive setting.

Brittany Snellen photos

Continued on page 10Continued on page 9

Continued on page 6

Smoky Lake Stampede kicks up dust

By Brandie 
Majeau

The spirit of the prai-
ries was alive and well this 
past weekend as the Smoky 
Lake Stampede returned 
for its annual showcase of 
rodeo excitement and com-
munity celebration. Held on 
August 1 and 2, 2026, the 
two-day event drew hun-
dreds of spectators and 

competitors to the Smoky 
Lake Agricultural Grounds, 
providing a thrilling specta-
cle of Western heritage and 
grassroots connection.

Beyond the thrill of com-
petition, the stampede was 
a true family affair. Children 
lined the streets for the pa-
rade, waving to floats and 
riders on horseback, com-
munity groups and ro-
deo royalty. The Farmer’s 
Market served up classic 

Smoky Lake Stampede photos
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A Plan for the Future,  a commitment for today 
By Reeve Trevor  
Dafoe, Thorhild 
County

Every Council meet-
ing brings new top-
ics, new challenges, 
and new opportuni-
ties. While each deci-
sion is important, they 
should not be made 
in isolation. Council's 
Strategic Plan pro-
vides the long-term 
direction that helps 
guide those decisions 
and keeps us focused 
on the future we want 
to build for Thorhild 
County.

Our latest Strategic 
Plan is built around 
four key priorities 
(1) Infrastructure, 

(2) Recreation, (3) 
Accountability, and (4) 
Community Develop
ment. This Plan serves 
as Council's roadmap, 
and it helps identify 
the goals we are work-
ing toward and pro-
vides Administration 
with clear direction as 
projects, budgets, and 
recommendations are 
developed.

One of the ways this 
plan is put into action is 
through every Request 
for Decision that 
comes before Council. 
Administration iden-
tifies how each rec-
ommendation sup-
ports one or more 
of Council's strate-
gic priorities. This 

helps ensure that to-
day's decisions contin-
ue moving us toward 
the long-term vision 
we have established 
for Thorhild County. 
By clearly connect-
ing recommendations 
to Council's strate-
gic plan strengthens 
our transparency and 
good governance tying 
us directly to our pri-
ority of Accountability.  

Of course, even 
the best plans must 
leave room for the 
unexpected.

Over the past cou-
ple of months, our 
County has experi-
enced significant rain-
fall and severe weath-
er that have created 

challenges across our 
communities. Roads 
have been damaged, 
fields flooded out, 
trees knocked down, 
and many residents 
have experienced the 
impacts firsthand.

On behalf of Council, 
I would like to sincerely 
thank our residents for 
their patience and un-
derstanding as repairs 
continue. I also want 
to recognize the team 
at the County involved 
in the response. They 
have spent long hours 
inspecting roads, re-
sponding to concerns, 
completing repairs, 
unplugging culverts, 
and working to restore 
safe travel throughout 

the County.
It is obvious that the 

prolonged wet weather 
has created significant 
challenges for our ag-
ricultural community. 
Many producers are 
facing an exception-
ally difficult growing 
season. In recognition 
of these conditions, 
on July 14th Council 
declared an State of 
Agricultural Disaster. 
While this declara-
tion does not provide 
direct financial assis-
tance, it formally rec-
ognizes the hardships 
facing our producers 
and helps bring great-
er awareness to the 
impacts this year's 
weather has had on 

agriculture through-
out our region.

This summer has 
reminded us that no 
matter how carefully 
we plan, unexpected 
challenges will always 
arise. While Council 
remains focused on 
the long-term future 
of Thorhild County, 
we also remain com-
mitted to responding 
to the issues affecting 
our residents today. 
Both are essential re-
sponsibilities of your 
local government.

*To read more on the 
County's Strategic Plan, 
please visit: https://
www.thorhildcoun-
ty.com/Government/
Council/Strategic-Plan.

Thirty youth from 
across Sturgeon 
County spent three 
days exploring careers 
in emergency services 
during the 2025 Youth 
Emergency Services 
(YES) Academy, gain-
ing hands-on experi-
ence alongside police 
officers, firefighters, 
paramedics and oth-
er emergency services 
professionals.

Held July 20 to 22, the 
academy introduced 
participants to the 

demands and rewards 
of emergency service 
careers through prac-
tical training, demon-
strations and interac-
tive activities.

The inaugural acad-
emy brought togeth-
er youth interested in 
emergency services 
for three days of learn-
ing and hands-on ex-
periences with agen-
cies from across the 
region. Participants 
worked alongside 
RCMP officers, fire-
fighters, Community 
Peace Officers, para-
medics, STARS Air 
Ambulance and mem-
bers of the Canadian 

Armed Forces, giving 
them a broad look at 
the many career paths 
available in public 
safety.

Throughout the pro-
gram, recruits took 
part in fitness test-
ing, toured the RCMP's 
Real Time Operations 
Centre, learned about 
specialized policing 
units and participated 
in emergency response 
scenarios designed to 
build teamwork, com-
munication and lead-
ership skills.

Beyond learn-
ing technical skills, 
the academy em-
phasized teamwork, 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
and problem-solv-
ing through realis-
tic scenarios and 
physical challenges. 
Participants also had 
the opportunity to 
meet emergency ser-
vices professionals, 
ask questions about 
their careers and gain 
insight into the day-to-
day realities of work-
ing on the front lines.

Sturgeon County 
said the academy aims 
to help youth explore 
career opportunities 
while building confi-
dence and practical 
skills. For participant 
Dominic Kam, the 

experience confirmed 
his interest in emer-
gency services.

“I learned a lot, met 
some awesome peo-
ple, and got to chal-
lenge myself in new 
ways,” Kam said. “It 
made me even more 
interested in a career 
in emergency services. 
It was an awesome 
experience.”

The academy was 
supported by numer-
ous community part-
ners, including the 
RCMP, local fire depart-
ments, Community 
Peace Officers, STARS 
Air Ambulance, the 
Canadian Armed 

Forces, the Rotary Club 
of Morinville Sturgeon 
and Sturgeon Rural 
Crime Watch. Rotary 
volunteers also pro-
vided meals for the 30 
participants through-
out the three-day 
event.

Sturgeon County 
said the academy was 
created to inspire the 
next generation of first 
responders by offer-
ing meaningful, re-
al-world experiences. 
Based on the success 
of this year's program, 
the county plans to an-
nounce details about 
the next YES Academy 
in the future.

Students participating in the Sturgeon County Youth Leadership Academy hear 
from an RCMP officer during a presentation on policing and community safety.

Participants in the Sturgeon County Youth Leadership Academy were recognized 
during a graduation ceremony at the conclusion of the week-long program.

Youth Emergency Services Academy 
inspires future first responders

By Shelley 
Winger

RCMP Alberta photos
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16135 99 Street, Edmonton, AB. License and Bonded since 1974
Andruchow Auctions Ltd. (780) 456-1210 • (780) 918-8285 Cell

www.andruchowauctions.com

Outstanding Acreage Auction
Alex Bilobrowka, Newbrook, AB

Saturday, August 22, 2026 10:00 AM

Licence # 193828

DIRECTIONS: 19302 Twp. Rd. 631B or Newbrook Corner on Highway 63, 6 Miles East on
Sec. 661 to Sec. 831 and North to Long Lake Turnoff. Auction North and West of

Trailer Court Park or South of Boyle on 831. Watch for Signs.
Major Items Sell @ 1 PM, Viewing Sale Day Only from 8 AM.

Major Items: * M.F. 294 Diesel Tractor w/ M.F.W.D. Showing 6126 Hrs. & M.F. 236 F.E.L.
W/ 7’ Bucket, 540 P.T.O., 3 pt. 18.4 X30 Rear, 12.4 X 24 Front, Needs Work. S/N 2236A77
* Cockshutt 30 Gas Tractor, Parts Only * 2007 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab w/ 5.7 L.
65,000 miles, Hemi, Larimie, Leather, Loaded, Roll Tarp & 5th Wheel Hitch (will be detailed
by Sale) S/N 1D7HU18287J600486 * 1979 Rawhide Blue Color 16’ T. Axle Stock Trailer
w/ Ball Hitch, Spare Tires, ST20575, R15 Rubber, SN 7929 * 2007 Baja 400 Light Brown
ATV Wheeled Quad, Parts Only S/N LWGZCSZ047A080405 * 2001 Honda 350 4X4 Red ATV
Quad., 3345 km S/N 478TE25661A100115 * Custom Built T. Axle Trailer w/ 8’X20’ Deck, Ball
Hitch, Mobile Home Axles & Frame, NO VIN * Single Axle Enclosed Trailer w/ 80” Wide, 10’
Long, 65” High, Insulated, Ball Hitch, NO VIN * Quad Trailer, 34” Wide & 52” Long; NO VIN
* Util. Trailer w/ 7’ Long X 56” Wide, 2’ Sides, NO VIN Yard & Garage (Brief & Partial Listing):
* Gun Safe for 8-10 Rifles * 14.5 H.P. Yard Works R. Mower w/ 36 Cut. * J.D. 118 Pressure
Washer * Mastercraft & Beach 2 Piece Tool Box w/ Some Contents * 3 Powered Gas Ice Augers
* Delta 12” Planer * Chain Saws * Gas Trimmers * Stair Climber Appliance Dolly * New Power
Sewage Pump * Ryobi Sawzall * Battery Charger * Large Assortment & Good Selection Various
Power & Hand Tools * Chain Boomers * Loggan Chains * Fishing Tent * 1 Ton Chain Fall *
3 Air Compressors * Quan. Of Lumber & Metal Roofing * John Wood 2 Compart. 300 Gal.
Fuel Tank w/ S. Stands * 8” I.H.C. Bench Vise * Jackalls * Jacks * 2-72” Alum. Ramps * Elec.
Wood Splitter * 2-12’ Steel Gates * 8’ Steel Gates * Mastercraft 10” Bench Saw * Jobmate
24” Drill Press * 6” Bench Grinder * Tires & Rims *Steel Shelving Units * Scaffolding *
4’ Underslug Mount Util. Blade * Flow Thru Tailgate * Alum. Ladders * Golf Clubs * Fishing Gear
* Various Lawn & Garden Equip. * Water Barrels * Gerry Cans * Numerous Other Common Farm
& Acreage Items, Etc. Households (Brief & Partial Listing): * Mini Freezer * Karaoke Machine
* Rodgers Silverware Set * Lots of Ukrainian House Goods * Furniture, Yard, Patio Misc., Etc.

View pictures at www.andruchowauctions.com.
Terms & Conditions: Full settlement day of sale by cash or cheque with bank reference if unknown to staff.
No credit or debit cards, no MC cheques accepted. No buyers premium, just bid price plus gst if
applicable. Please inspect all items prior to bidding as all items sold as is.

Every shot tells a story…

Prodigy Archery cel-
ebrated its grand open-
ing on July 30, 2026. 
The range first opened 
its doors in September 
2025, transforming a 
former hayfield into a 
premier archery facili-
ty. The vision for Prodigy 
Archery originated last 

year, even as snow 
blanketed the ground. 
Dean, a skilled tech-
nician, traversed the 
snow-covered land-
scape, hand-drawn 
map in hand, sharing 
his aspirations for the 
future range. Deana 
Sonnleitner, the of-
fice manager and CFO, 
partnered with Dean 
throughout the pro-
cess to bring this vision 
to life. Their individual 

passion quickly grew 
to include the broader 
community, fulfilling 
a long-standing need 
for a dedicated archery 
space.

Dean explained that 
he named Prodigy 
Archery in honour of 
his son’s remarkable 
natural talent for the 
sport. From an ear-
ly age, his son’s skills 
surpassed even Dean’s, 
leading him to train 

and compete along-
side athletes of similar 
caliber. The affection-
ate reference to him as 
a "prodigy" ultimately 
inspired the facility’s 
name. The range fea-
tures a uniform shoot-
ing line and a diverse 
array of targets, includ-
ing both bullseye and 
3D options, positioned 
from 5 to 25 yards, 
with a more challeng-
ing section extending 
to 100 yards. The en-
tire facility has been 
meticulously designed, 
with comprehensive 
safety policies in place. 
Amenities include a 
comfortable viewing 
area and a BBQ with 
picnic tables, available 
for group rentals in ad-
dition to user fees. The 
space is thoughtfully 
arranged to encourage 

groups to spend a day 
or afternoon fully im-
mersed in the sport of 
archery.

Both Dean and Deana 
are certified range of-
ficials, and bring with 
them expertise not 
only in archery, but 
also in parks and rec-
reation and hunting. 
Their complementary 
skill sets have driven 
this collaborative proj-
ect, with each knowing 
when to lead and when 
to support. The range 
offers a welcoming en-
vironment, inviting 
newcomers and sea-
soned archers alike to 
experience the sport. 
The calm atmosphere 
encourages relaxation 
and focus, while Dean 
and Deana’s enthusi-
asm is evident in ev-
ery guest interaction. 

Looking ahead, there 
are plans to construct 
an indoor range to pro-
vide year-round shoot-
ing opportunities.

The Grand Opening 
celebration and BBQ 
was a display of every-
thing Dean and Deana 
have worked so hard 
to accomplish. Prodigy 
Archery stands as a 
space to bring bows 
for maintenance, build 
on existing skills, dis-
cover a new passion, 
for hunters to home in 
their shots, to find the 
perfect balance of draw 
and release, and to con-
nect. Dean discussed 
ideas surrounding 
leagues and competi-
tions in the future. And 
potentially July 30th 
becoming the Annual 
BBQ and Fun Day for 
Prodigy Archery.

By Brandie 
Majeau



4 www.theredwaterreview.com Wednesday August 12, 2026

Building Bright Futures

Holy Family Catholic School
in Waskatenau

A caring, faith-filled learning environment 
for Kindergarten to Grade 12 students  

across Smoky Lake and Thorhild counties. 
Small classes where every student 

is known and supported.

5124 - 51 Street
Waskatenau, AB

780-358-2332

Enroll now for 
2026-2027
school year! 

A Brand-New  
Holy Family Catholic School 

—Opening in 2027!

Register today at hfs.lrcssd.ca

Our K-12 School Offers:
• Full Day Kindergarten
• Free busing
• Strong community  

involvement
• Family-friendly atmosphere
• Strong literacy and numeracy 

supports
• Safe and caring learning  

environment

Extra-Curricular Activities:
• Archery
• Leadership
• Basketball
• Badminton
• Volleyball
• Cross Country Running
• Fine Arts Clubs
• A range of lunch clubs

EARLY LEARNING FOUNDATIONS
Flexible Kindergarten Programming •  Choose a 3 or 5 day schedule
.•   Certified teachers
•   Faith filled learning
•   Strong literacy &  numeracy

School office reopens 
August 17, 2026
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Open Farm Day

Contact at smokylakefarmersmarket@gmail.com or 780-656-2463
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SMOKY LAKE FARMERS’ MARKET
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Janice and Henry’s property was recently named Redwater in Bloom’s Yard of 
the Week. Their yard, featuring colourful flowers, mature trees and thoughtfully 
landscaped garden beds, has been transformed over more than three decades into 
a welcoming outdoor retreat. Town of Redwater photo 
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Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper

where she has watched residents be-
come more comfortable expressing 
themselves through art.

"A lot of them said they had nev-
er made art or painted when I first 
met them, so it is an honour to have 
them trust me to teach them some-
thing new," she said. "Their work is 
really beautiful and expressive."

Now living in Edmonton, Snellen 
continues to bring art programming 
to Redwater because she believes 
creative opportunities should be 
available to everyone, regardless of 
where they live.

"I don't mind commuting," she 
said. "It fills my bucket knowing that 
I make a difference in someone's 
day by giving them a unique creative 
experience."

Snellen said she hopes to continue 
offering art classes and community 
events in Redwater and throughout 
Sturgeon County, creating welcom-
ing spaces where people of all ages 
can discover their creativity and 
build confidence.

"My hope is that I can make a pos-
itive difference in someone's life by 
sharing my love of art with them."

Continued from page 1

By Brandie 
Majeau

In the heart of every 
senior living communi-
ty, a quiet revolution is 
taking place. Exercise 
classes, communal 
games, and group ac-
tivities are transform-
ing the lives of old-
er adults, improving 
physical health as well 
as emotional well-being 
and creating a sense of 
belonging.

For many seniors, 
transitioning into a res-
idential care setting 
can be accompanied 
by feelings of isolation 
and a loss of indepen-
dence. However, regu-
lar exercise and com-
munal activities play a 

crucial role in counter-
acting these challenges. 
Physical activity, even 
when tailored to meet 
the needs of those with 
limited mobility, signifi-
cantly improves car-
diovascular health, en-
hances balance, and 
reduces the risk of falls. 
Studies have shown 
that seniors who par-
ticipate in daily move-
ment, such as chair 
yoga or gentle aero-
bics, experience great-
er flexibility, strength, 
and overall vitality. The 
benefits of these games 
and activities extend far 
beyond physical health. 
Social interaction is es-
pecially important in 
healthy aging, with re-
search linking regular 
engagement in group 
activities to lower rates 

of depression and cog-
nitive decline. Bingo, 
trivia competitions, art 
workshops, and group 
game sessions offer op-
portunities for laughter, 
mental stimulation, and 
building new relation-
ships. Thorhild Lodge, 
for example has a 
monthly calendar filled 
with a rotation of excer-
sise programs, celebra-
tions, friendly compet-
itive games, shopping 
outings, and a variety 
of other activities and 
services. 

One such Thursday 
afternoon at Thorhild 
Lodge felt like a page 
from a special memo-
ry. Residents gathered 
for a friendly game of 
beanbag toss, and with 
each turn, the room 
filled with the familiar 

Beanbags and wellness go hand in hand
sounds of cheers and 
laughter that echoed 
from days gone by. 
Encouragement flowed 
easily, and though 
years had passed, the 
spark of friendly com-
petition was as strong 
as ever. When one res-
ident scored that first 
perfect 300, the game 
took on a spirited en-
ergy, reminiscent of 
childhood contests. 
Wheelchairs and walk-
ers seemed to fade into 
the background, mere 
details in the timeless 
pursuit of victory, this 
time, for the glory of 
the biggest chocolate 
bar. Fists were raised 

in triumph, and each 
personal win felt like 
a return to youthful 
days. As the final scores 
were announced, play-
ful accusations about 
scorekeeping and 
comments of “good 
job” brought the af-
ternoon to a close. But 
as the group drifted 
apart, the afternoon 
lingered as a gentle re-
minder, no matter how 
many years pass, the 
heart remembers how 
to play. The laughter, 
the focus, and the teas-
ing calls to mind sun-
drenched afternoons 
of ball games in the 
park and kick-the-can 

played until dusk or 
later beneath the trees. 
Exercise and com-
munal games are nev-
er just pastimes, nev-
er just a way to pass 
the time. They’re vital 
components of holistic 
care in senior homes. 
They nurture the mind, 
body, and spirit, ensur-
ing that residents en-
joy longer, richer, more 
fulfilling lives. As senior 
living communities 
continue to embrace 
these programs, they 
are redefining what it 
means to age grace-
fully, proving that it’s 
never too late to play, 
move, and connect.
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The Smoky Lake RCMP 
responded to a variety of 
calls for service during the 
week of July 27, including 
impaired driving investi-
gations, wellbeing checks, 
disturbances, proper-
ty-related incidents and 
traffic enforcement.

Officers conducted a 
traffic stop involving a ve-
hicle that was reportedly 
being driven erratically. 
The driver was unable to 
produce a driver's licence 
and was issued a violation 
ticket.

A report of a dog-relat-
ed issue in the county was 
referred to the County 
Peace Officer for further 
investigation.

Members also 

responded to a report of a 
vehicle parked on a street 
in the Town of Smoky Lake 
without a licence plate. 
Police determined the ve-
hicle was not registered, 
and it was towed under the 
Traffic Safety Act.

RCMP executed an out-
standing arrest warrant 
on behalf of the Edmonton 
Police Service and 
Sherwood Park RCMP.

Police received a report 
of a lost ATV licence plate 
that had gone missing 
sometime within the past 
year. The location where it 
was last seen is unknown.

An investigation is on-
going after ATCO reported 
a break-in at a substation 
near Vilna.

A motorist reported be-
ing tailgated and passed 
unsafely by three vehicles. 
No licence plate informa-
tion was available. RCMP 

and the Smoky Lake Peace 
Officer patrolled the area 
but did not locate the vehi-
cles involved.

RCMP assisted the 
Smoky Lake Peace Officer 
with a suspected impaired 
driver. Following an in-
vestigation, an Approved 
Screening Device demand 
was made and a provincial 
sanction was issued.

Police also respond-
ed to a disturbance at a 
residence in the Town of 
Smoky Lake, where a fe-
male was arrested and 
held until sober.

Several wellbeing 
checks were conducted 
during the week, including 
one requested at approx-
imately 4:40 a.m. involv-
ing a female experienc-
ing thoughts of suicide. 
Officers also conducted a 
wellbeing check on anoth-
er female, who was found 

to be safe, and on an el-
derly male, where no con-
cerns were identified.

Officers received a com-
plaint of a resident in the 
Village of Vilna pumping 
water from one property 
to another that did not be-
long to them.

The Town of Smoky Lake 
also reported two aban-
doned vehicles parked on 
Wheatland Avenue.

Members attended a lo-
cal business where an in-
dividual was arrested for 
public intoxication and 
lodged until sober.

RCMP responded to a 
report that turkey vultures 
had killed a calf in a local 
field. Fish and Wildlife of-
ficers attended and as-
sumed responsibility for 
the investigation.

Alberta Sheriffs notified 
RCMP of a vehicle fleeing 
police involving a newer 
beige Ford F-150.

A Smart car was lo-
cated on Highway 28, 

Smoky Lake RCMP report

By Haylee 
Winger

approximately 200 metres east 
of Range Road 171, with a licence 
plate that did not match the vehicle. 
Neither the vehicle nor the plate had 
been reported stolen. The vehicle, 
which was missing its rear left tire, 
was towed because it was uninsured 
and posed a safety hazard after at-
tempts to contact the owner were 
unsuccessful.

At a local concert, a male who 
had been asked to leave by security 
punched and broke a window while 
exiting. He was arrested and lodged 
until sober.

A reported stolen vehicle investi-
gation determined the vehicle had 
not been stolen. Police found the 
incident stemmed from a domestic 
dispute in which one party had left 
the residence to cool off.

RCMP also attended the rodeo 
grounds after receiving a report that 
several males were becoming unruly 
and there were concerns they might 
drive or cause a further distur-
bance. Officers did not find any dis-
turbance but spoke with the group, 
confirmed a designated sober driv-
er was present, and reminded them 
that disruptive behaviour would not 
be tolerated.

Members later located a vehicle 
that had been the subject of a BOLO 
issued by Redwater RCMP while pa-
trolling Highway 831. A traffic stop 
was conducted, and an Approved 
Screening Device demand result-
ed in a "FAIL." The driver received 
a first-offence Immediate Roadside 
Sanction, and the vehicle was seized 
and towed.

Police also responded to a report 
of an intoxicated male causing prob-
lems and attempting to start fights 
at the beer gardens. By the time offi-
cers arrived, he had been sent home 
with a friend and was instructed not 
to return. Police also spoke with the 
victim, who reported being struck 
several times while attempting to re-
move the individual.

The week concluded with a report 
of loose calves on Highway 2.

Anyone with information about a 
crime is asked to contact the Smoky 
Lake RCMP at 780-656-3550 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.
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FARMLAND RENTAL AUCTION

SIGN UP TO BID NOW!

121 acres of Sturgeon
County farmland up for rent

SE-13-56-24-W4
24009 Township Road 562, Sturgeon County, Alberta T0A 0K4

TOTAL AREA

126 es
USABLE

121 es

RENTAL TERM

4 ears
CROP HISTORY
2026 Wheat 2025 Canola

Opens 10, 2026

Closes 2, 2026

STARTING BID

$80.00/acre

5876001981
sales@land4rent.com

QR CODE
Scan to bid
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JOIN OUR TEAM AS A
PAID ON-CALL FIREFIGHTER

JOIN OUR TEAM AS A
PAID ON-CALL FIREFIGHTER

If you:
Live within 10 kilometres of the
Bon Accord, Calahoo, Legal, or
Redwater fire stations
Are at least 18 years old
Have a valid Class 5 driver’s
licence
Want to start a career that makes
a real difference

Are you ready to get paid to learn life-saving skills and
support your community in a meaningful way?

Apply today at
SturgeonCounty.ca/Careers

Application deadline is August 30, 2026

Questions? Contact:
Sturgeon County Emergency Services
780-939-8400 
protectsvcs@sturgeoncounty.ca 
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September 15, 1937 – July 04, 2026
(Cli�y - Cli� - Qui�y)

Clifford Edward Mask

Smoky Lake Stampede photos

prairie fare, from sizzling 
burgers to homemade 
pie, while artisan booths 
showcased the creative 
talents of the Smoky Lake 
region.

On Saturday eve-
ning, the festivities con-
tinued with an unbeat-
able performance from 
Corb Lund, hosted by the 
Smoky Lake Agricultural 
Society. His toe-tapping 
tunes kept the crowd on 
their feet, the energy was 
palpable as neighbours 
gathered to celebrate the 

traditions of rural life. For 
many, the stampede isn’t 
just a rodeo, it’s about re-
uniting with friends and 
supporting local causes 
through silent auctions 
and fundraising raffles. 
From the opening pan-
cake breakfast and pa-
rade to the final buck of 
the broncs, the stampede 
delivered non-stop action. 
Cowboys and cowgirls 
from across Alberta and 
beyond competed in clas-
sic rodeo events, includ-
ing barrel racing, steer 

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 11
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SMALL ADS BIG REACH Classified Word Ads require Payment with Order. Low cost - high circulation. Your ad will also run 
free in the Morinville Free Press. Up to 25 words: $15.00 per week, GST included. Additional words: 50c/ each. Deadline: 
Thursday 2:00 p.m.  Phone 780-222-2016   E-mail: redwaterreview@gmail.com

Building Supplies
BLANKET THE PROVINCE 
with a classified ad. Only $269/
wk (based on 25 words or less). 
Reach 75 weekly newspapers. 
Call NOW for details. 1-800-
282-6903; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.com.

Bulls
32 Registered Red Angus 
yearling bulls, quiet, easy calv-
ing (43-88# BW with high CE 
scores), great WW's, lots of 
length and growth.  From 6 
herd sires.  EPD's available.  
Selling quality bulls for heif-
ers and cows since 1992. 
Cleveley Cattle Company 
780-689-8988.

For Sale
1 Year old Free run Brown Lay-
ing hens. $3 each, these hens 
still lay 90%. Pick up April 17-
18, Near Two Hills. Call or text 
780-603-9047
Polished Alberta rocks for 
sale. Please contact Thorhild 
Lodge at 780-398-3556 to 
leave a message for the seller.

Farming
Plain Lake Farming
Free Run Brown Eggs & Nat-
ural Grown Chickens, Eli C 
Hofer. Legal address NW- 
35-53-12-W4. Box 370, Two 
Hills, AB, T0B-4k0. For sale 1 
year old free run brown laying 
hens, $3 each, Pick up April 
17-18, Near Two Hills Call 

780-603-9047.

Heavy Equipment  
For Sale

PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE 
THROUGHOUT Alberta. The 
Blanket Classifieds or Value 
Ads connect with more than 
400,000 readers in the prov-
ince each week. Choose from 
three packages beginning at 
$269, $299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 70 Week-
ly Community Newspapers. 
Contact THIS NEWSPAPER to-
day or email classifieds@awna.
com for more information. Call 
1-800-282-6903 or 780-434-
8746 or visit www.awna.com.

Services
PRIVATE MORTGAGE 

LENDER. All real estate types 
considered. No credit checks 
done. Deal direct with lender 
and get quick approval. 403-
543-0927; www.firstandsec-
ondmortgages.ca.

Travel
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE VIL-
LA: Executive lakeview villa 
in Osoyoos, BC, breathtaking 
lake and mountain views; just 3 
minutes from town. Vacation in 
Canada's warmest destination. 
Or warmer weather, two luxuri-
ous 5-star resort units in Phoe-
nix, Arizona. Doug 306-716-
2671 or visit osoyooslakevilla.
com.

be verified through photographs. 
These featured destinations include 
Métis Crossing, the Smoky Lake 
Grain Elevator, Victoria Settlement, 
Free Traders Cabin, and the Victoria 
District National Historic Site. Each 
site offers visitors insight into the sto-
ries and traditions that have shaped 
the region.

The Scavenger Hunt grand prize 
is a one-night stay at Métis Crossing, 
and all eligible completed entries 
will also be entered into an addition-
al prize draw. Organizers anticipate 
that the extended timeline will en-
able more families, history enthusi-
asts, and visitors to participate. It is 
designed as a self-guided adventure 
that combines education with ex-
ploration, encouraging everyone to 
travel throughout the county, sup-
port local tourism, and celebrate 
Smoky Lake’s heritage. By discov-
ering a historic settlement, visiting a 
restored landmark, or admiring the 
iconic grain elevator, visitors can 
connect with the region’s history at 
each destination.

Participants are encouraged to 
use this additional time to revisit a 
piece of Smoky Lake history, cap-
ture memorable photographs, and 
experience all that the region has 
to offer. The Scavenger Hunt con-
tinues to build on community pride 
while drawing people to the histor-
ical sites that distinguish Smoky 
Lake County as a unique destination 
in Alberta. Updated details, includ-
ing the new deadline at the end of 
August, will be provided by Smoky 
Lake County. Organizers look for-
ward to welcoming participants as 
the Heritage Days Scavenger Hunt 
resumes later this month, invit-
ing everyone to explore, discover, 
learn, and celebrate Smoky Lake 
and Alberta Day on September 1.

Continued from page 1

YOUR AD
HERE!

CALL
������������

www.theredwaterreview.com

CALL 
780-222-2016

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper
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OIL & GAS
51 Ave E, Redwater  

AB T0A 2W0 • 
 (780) 942-2932

Steven Ice Willis
Age 29

Dale Nally (left), MLA for Morinville-St. Albert, thanked volunteers for braving the hot weather 
during a recent campaign stop in Redwater, where the group spent the day knocking on doors and 
connecting with local residents. Dale Nally photo 

Smoky Lake Stampede photos

wrestling, team roping, 
and the ever-popular bull 
riding. The grandstands 
echoed with cheers as lo-
cal favourites burst into 
the arena. 

The Kinette Club of 
Smoky Lake kept the en-
ergy moving on Sunday 
with their annual Beer 
Gardens and BBQ with live 
entertainment of the Ryan 
Snow Band. As the dust 
settled on Sunday eve-
ning, attendees departed 

with fond memories and 
a renewed appreciation 
for the real spirit of ru-
ral Alberta. With its blend 
of adrenaline, hospitality, 
and heart, the 2026 Smoky 
Lake Stampede proved 
once again why it remains 
a highlight of the summer 
calendar. Organizers of the 
Smoky Lake Stampede ex-
tend their gratitude to their 
sponsors, contractors, 
contestants, volunteers, 
and fans. Next year, 2027, 
marks the 44th Annual 
Smoky Lake Stampede.

Continued from page 9
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Ad Booking Ad Booking 
DeadlinesDeadlines
11:00 AM 11:00 AM 

THURSDAYSTHURSDAYS
Contact 780-222-2016 or  Contact 780-222-2016 or  

redwaterreview@gmail.comredwaterreview@gmail.com

YOUR AD
HERE!

CALL
������������

 info@tywireelectric.ca

 780-521-6400

tywireelectric.ca

Tyson Berlinguette
Owner/Master Electrician

Residential | Commercial, 
Agricultural | Light industrial 

Institutional

Serving Redwater, Abee, 
Newbrook, Radway, 

Thorhild, Smoky Lake and 
surrounding areas.

www.gbnaccounting.ca
Since 1993
George B. Nylan 
I.C.I.A.
780-656-0551

Monthly 
Bookkeeping, 
GST Reporting, 
Payroll, Income 
Tax Filing T1 & T2.

robinwood68a@hotmail.com

Bernice CoblerLeah Hogg

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Peaceful Meadow
MMOONNUUMMEENNTTSS

QUALITY YOU CAN TRUST, PRICES YOU CAN’T BEAT

NOW HIRING
Labourer- Shop Position 

Industrial Sewing. Call  
780-942-2695 for more information 


