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Healthy
is always on hand

Locally owned by Chetan & Roshni Bahl
Get your FREE Menu
780-666-2336 | HeartToHomeMeals.ca

Open your freezer to many easy 
meals made especially for 
seniors, delivered for free*.

*Some conditions may apply.

We accept
the Veterans

allowance.

Give the gift 
of comfort 

this season — 
Heart to Home 
Meals delivered 
hot and ready.  

•	 Same day emergency 
appointments

•	 Prompt appointments 
for dental cleanings

•	 Accept all dental 
insurances including 
CDCP

•	 Staff has 50+ yrs of 
dental experience

Dr. Wil Hergot DDS Erin Robb RDH | 780-306-4545

5032 - 49 St. Gibbons, Alberta TOA 1N0 
Email: info@envisiondental.ca FAX: 780-306-4567

www.envisiondental.ca

Thorhild Central School Grad students were an amazing help as honorary holiday 
elves, helping with the children’s crafts and activities at the Radway Christmas 
Market. Photos courtesy of Lions Club of Radway

Annual Christmas Market returns to Radway

Thorhild Lite Up brings 
on the festive fun

By Brandie Majeau

The Radway Agricul­
tural Society, along 
with the Lions Club 
of Radway, made this 

year's holiday season 
truly magical with their 
highly anticipated an­
nual Christmas market 
on November 28. Local 
vendors displayed a 

wide array of hand­
made crafts, season­
al gifts, and delicious 
treats, while exciting 

By Brandie Majeau

The annual Thorhild 
Light Up event sparkled 
to life this weekend, fill­
ing the arena with the 
sights and sounds that 
mark the beginning of 
the holiday season. As 
twinkling lights illumi­
nated the arena, the 

soft sound of the scrape 
of skates on ice signified 
the fun that lay ahead. 
Families gathered to 
slip and glide, toddlers 
carefully learning to 
balance on ice with the 
help of patient hands, 
or skilled children rac­
ing across the smooth 
surface. That is when 

they weren't too busy 
creating their crafts or 
visiting with Santa.

Approximately 70 
children participated 
in the festivities, with 
many more commu­
nity members coming 
and going, building an 

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 8
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Alberta government proposes 
mandatory screenings

By Brandie Majeau

At a rural media 
roundtable event on 
November 26, Minister 
of Education and 
Childcare, Demetrios 
Nicolaides, discussed 
Bill 6 and its goal to 
strengthen numer­
acy and literacy and 
improve student aca­
demic performance. 
Minister Nicolaides 
emphasized that there 
needs to be a broad­
er conversation about 
what needs to be done 
to address the state of 
reading and math in the 
province. The priority 
is also to bring parents 
into this conversation 
and make them aware 
of the screenings and 
available interventions.

The Alberta govern­
ment has introduced 
a new piece of legisla­
tion aimed at boosting 
early education. Bill 6, 
titled the "Education 
(Prioritizing Literacy 
and Numeracy) 
Amendment Act, 2025," 
proposes mandato­
ry reading and math 
screenings for all stu­
dents in Kindergarten 
through Grade 3 across 
public, separate, fran­
cophone, charter, and 
independent schools. 

Key aspects of Bill 6 
include the require­
ment for mandatory 
screenings, data re­
porting responsibilities 
for schools, and a com­
mitment to standard­
ize assessments rather 
than merely suggesting 
they be utilized as poli­
cy. The intent is to iden­
tify students struggling 
with foundational lit­
eracy and numeracy 
skills as early as possi­
ble. This initiative would 
apply not only to various 
school types but also to 
independent early child­
hood service operators.

However, the bill has 
faced criticism, partic­
ularly from the Alberta 
Teachers' Association, 
which has expressed 
concerns that the time 
dedicated to testing 
may detract from in­
structional time. The 
association believes 
that the focus should 
be on equipping educa­
tors with resources to 
support students rath­
er than imposing new 
testing obligations. 

The legislative re­
quirements, if enacted, 
are expected to take ef­
fect in the fall of 2026, 
with further regula­
tions on the timing and 
frequency of screenings 

to be established later. 
To facilitate the imple­
mentation of these re­
quirements, the pro­
vincial government has 
allocated $11 million in 
funding. As the pro­
posal moves through 
the legislative process, 
its potential impact on 
Alberta’s education sys­
tem has become a topic 
of significant discussion 
among parents, educa­
tors, and policymakers 
alike.

Minister Demetrios 
Nicolaides explained 
that this is becoming a 
human rights issue if 
the education system is 
failing its children. The 
importance of these 
screenings lies in their 
ability to identify po­
tential learning disabil­
ities early and in rais­
ing awareness that a 
student needs support. 
In school, Minister 
Nicolaides stated, is 
"the shift goes from 
learning to read to 
reading to learn." Early 
mandatory screening 
may help prevent an 
educational crash in 
upper elementary and 
junior high. Learning 
disabilities may also 
affect a student's con­
fidence and mental 
health.

Sturgeon County 
press release

Sturgeon County 
Council has approved 
Budget 2026, which 
supports resident pri­
orities and Council’s 
strategic plan. The bud­
get focuses on main­
taining competitive tax 
rates, delivering quality 
municipal infrastruc­
ture and services, and 
ensuring long-term fi­
nancial sustainability. 
Municipal tax rate
The approved bud­

get includes an esti­
mated increase in the 
County’s property tax 
rate of 0.73% for resi­
dential and farm prop­
erties, and a 3.57% 
increase for non-res­
idential properties. 
This means that for 
a residential proper­
ty valued at $500,000, 
the increase will be 
about $1 per month. 
For a business valued 
at $1,000,000, the in­
crease will work out to 
about $33 per month. 

The differential in­
crease to non-residen­
tial properties is di­
rectly proportionate 
to the risk associated 
with non-residential 
appeals. The County’s 
non-residential tax 
rate remains highly 
competitive. The 0.73% 
increase applied to 
residential properties 
is amongst the lowest 
increase for regional 
and provincial munic­
ipalities and reflects 
Council’s continued fo­
cus on low taxes and 
cost-effective service 
delivery. 

Following a compre­
hensive organizational 
efficiency review, the 
County generated ma­
terial savings that of­
fered the potential to 
hold tax rates even low­
er; however, due to a 
significant assessment 
appeal that threatens 
millions in the County’s 
revenue, these sav­
ings were prudently set 
aside as contingency 
funding.  

“We’ve had an ex­
cellent track record 
of keeping taxes low 
in the County, and I’m 
pleased that this will 

continue particular­
ly in the face of a sig­
nificant assessment 
appeal,” said Mayor 
Alanna Hnatiw. “This 
budget reflects prudent 
planning and finan­
cial sustainability mea­
sures, enhances ser­
vices for residents, and 
delivers generational 
investments in roads 
and other infrastruc­
ture that residents ex­
pect and rely on.” 

Key investments
The budget allo­

cates funds for sever­
al key investments that 
will benefit residents 
across the County. This 
includes: 

Economic growth 
and infrastructure 

•	 A $16.6 million pro­
vincially funded pro- 
cess water in­
take project to un­
lock new growth in 
Sturgeon County’s 
Industrial Heart- 
land. 

•	 Major road and in­
frastructure impro­
vements, including:  

	- $6.5 million for pav­
ing Range Road 
10 from Highway 
37 to Pine Sands 
Subdivision and a 
$4.7 million bridge 
replacement.  

	- $3.4 million for the 
replacement of the 
Victoria Trail Bridge.  

	- $3.1 million for road 
rehabilitation of 
Bristol Oakes and 
Lower Viscount 
Roads.  

	- Intersection upgrade 
for the intersection 
of Range Road 274 
and Highway 633. 

	- Multiple other initia­
tives to maintain and 
improve infrastruc­
ture across Sturgeon 
County. 

Community safety
•	 Enhanced emergen­

cy response capacity, 
to ensure the County 
remains a leader in 
attending to emer­
gency situations. 

•	 Planning and prepa­
ration for a new fire 
hall in the County, 
pending confirma­
tion of location.  

•	 Improved bylaw en­
forcement cover­
age, ensuring the 
County meets its 

legislative obligations 
in addition to resi­
dent expectations. 

•	 Streamlined ‘one-
window’ enforce­
ment service deliv­
ery for residents, 
to improve re­
sponse time and 
coordination. 
“This budget balanc­

es affordability with 
the need to invest in 
critical infrastructure 
and community safe­
ty,” said Mayor Alanna 
Hnatiw. “Our Council is 
proud to support these 
important services, 
which will benefit both 
current and future 
generations of County 
residents.” 

Utility service fee 
increases to come
In 2026, County res­

idents will see an in­
crease in utility fees due 
to increased costs from 
service providers such 
as EPCOR (water) and 
Arrow Utilities (waste­
water treatment). 
While the County’s por­
tion of utility rates will 
see marginal change, 
there will be a 5% in­
crease in EPCOR’s wa­
ter costs, as well as a 
34% increase in Arrow 
Utilities’ wastewater 
treatment costs.  

For the average res­
ident using these util­
ity providers, this will 
translate into a month­
ly increase of about $16 
(based on 22 cubic me­
ters of water consump­
tion). Utility rates are 
set to be finalized on 
December 9. 

Additional informa­
tion will be shared with 
ratepayers in upcom­
ing utility bill mailouts.  

Education taxes
The County collects 

education taxes on be­
half of the Government 
of Alberta. Those rates 
make up approximate­
ly 40% of the proper­
ty taxes residents pay. 
Education taxes are set 
by the Government of 
Alberta and collected 
on their behalf by mu­
nicipalities. Final rates 
will be announced by 
the province closer to 
the 2026 provincial 
budget. 

MOUNTIE MINUTE
Smoky Lake RCMP Detachment 

•	 RCMP received a call for a well­
being check on a male in the 
Village of Waskatenau, members 
attended no concerns. 

•	 Received a call about a potential 
breach of order, investigation re­
vealed no breach at this time.

•	 Reported male was wandering 
around HWY 859 and undressed 
for the weather. Members locat­
ed and determined there were 
no warrants, health, or public 
safety concerns.

•	 A member attended a residence 
for a family dispute, situation 
was de-escalated. 

•	 RCMP attended an assault call in 
the Town of Smoky Lake. 

•	 Telus reports a B/E and Theft.
•	 Stolen Vehicle in the Village of 

Vilna a 1993 Dodge D150.
•	 Members conducted a Wellbeing 

check, all was ok. 
•	 RCMP were dispatched to an 

assault.
•	 RCMP received a call of a distur­

bance at a local business, and a 
member located a suspect.

•	 Received a call from a resident of 

Village of Vilna about a dog issue, 
no safety concerns. 

•	 RCMP responded to an assault 
call between family members at 
a rural location.

•	 Male walking on HWY 28 to­
wards Edmonton. 

•	 Received a call of theft of phone, 
family issue

•	 Chrysler 300 driving erratical­
ly south bound on HWY 855. A 
member attended and located 
the vehicle. Traffic stop attempt­
ed. The vehicle failed to stop and 
fled towards HWY 28. Member 
didn’t pursue.

•	 RCMP received a call of a male 
hunting from the Highway, mem­
bers attended, and investigation 
was taken over by Fish & Wildlife.

•	 Heavy Smoke reported between 
RR 130 and RR 123, burn permit 
in place, caution smoke signs in 
place. 

•	 RCMP received a call of a wellbe­
ing check.

•	 Shop lifting at liquor store. 
•	 Abandoned Utility Trailer on 

Highway 28.

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON A CRIME CONTACT 
THE SMOKY LAKE RCMP AT 780-656-3550 or CRIMESTOPPERS 

1-800-222-TIPS(8477)

Budget 2026 invests in 
roads and community safety 

while keeping taxes low

www.theredwaterreview.com
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Alberta RCMP encourages safe driving this December
While December brings 

holiday celebrations for 
community members 
across the province, it’s 
important to practice safe 
driving and to never drive 
impaired due to drugs or 
alcohol. We can all do our 
part to uphold traffic safety 
so that everyone can arrive 
home safely.

As part of the Canada 
Safety Council’s National 
Safe Driving Week, the 
Alberta RCMP is also en­
couraging drivers to nev­
er drive distracted. This 
includes any activity that 
might impair your ability to 

operate a vehicle safely.
On December 6, the Alberta 

RCMP will be participating 
with other enforcement part­
ners in National Impaired 
Driving Enforcement Day. 
Officers will be conducting 
traffic enforcement initia­
tives and check stops to re­
move impaired drivers from 
the roads.

Stay safe when driv­
ing by following the below 
reminders:
•	 Driving while impaired 

due to drugs or alcohol 
is never okay. Impaired 
driving is criminal and 
dangerous.

•	 Mandatory Alcohol 
Screening is used by the 
Alberta RCMP to deter 
and detect impaired driv­
ers. If you are pulled over 
or at a check stop, you can 
expect to provide a breath 
sample.

•	 Impaired driving is al­
ways preventable and can 
always be avoided. Call a 
taxi or rideshare service, 
use a designated driver or 
stay the night.

•	 Party hosts are still ac­
countable. If your guests 
have been drinking or 
using drugs, ensure they 
have a safe place to stay 

or a sober ride home.
•	 Individuals with a 

Graduated Driver’s 
Licence must abide by the 
zero-tolerance law.

•	 Call 911 immediately if you 
witness or suspect im­
paired driving.
“The Alberta RCMP will 

be busy this month with en­
forcement initiatives aimed 
at removing impaired 
drivers from the roads,” 

says Sgt. Darrin Turnbull, 
Alberta RCMP Traffic. 
“Look out for one another. 
If you suspect an impaired 
driver, call 911 immediately. 
You never know whose life 
you could be saving.”

For more traffic safety 
information, follow us on 
Facebook @RCMPinAlberta 
and X @RCMPAlberta.

Your career ad at  
www.theredwaterreview.com

Just a phone call away from your home buying and selling needs.

24 BIRCH LANE
WHITECOURT 
AB T7S1E3

M L S ®  # :  A 2 2 7 1 6 1 0

Patrick Carew 780-778-0053 • pdcarew@telus.net
5114-50 Street, Whitecourt AB 780-778-6678 

$359,900

advantage (Whitecourt)
2008 HILLTOP HOME - PRIME 
LOCATION !!
This 2008 built bi-level o�ers a beautiful open �oor 
plan and is located at the end of a cul-de-sac in a 
family friendly hilltop neighborhood. The large kitchen 
has new quartz countertops, large pantry, tiled 
backsplash and plenty of cabinets and counterspace. 
The adjacent dining area is extra large. The kitchen and 
dining area are open to and overlook the huge 15'x12' 
living room. The primary bedroom o�ers a walk-in 
closet and has its own 3 piece ensuite . There is a full 4 
piece bathroom and 2 more bedrooms on the main 
level as well. On the lower level, there is a massive 
24'x12' partially �nished family room , laundry /utility 
room, 2 framed future bedrooms, and a large closed-in 
storage area. All the �ooring (except bathrooms) has 
been replaced with durable laminate �ooring, no 
carpet at all , and the fridge, stove and dishwasher are 
only 1 year old. This home has a fenced back yard and a 
convenient 14'x12' covered back deck, accessible from 
the kitchen or back yard. There is back alley access , 
this home is close to the hospital and schools and 
Centennial Park. Great option if you're looking for a 
more a�ordable newer home.
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Clarke, John Sheldon
����������������������������
�����
�����������
�	������
�����������������
��������
�����	��������������������
 ����������­���������������
���������
����������������
�����������
�	���������������
���������������	�������������
��
���
��������������������

�������������������������
��������������������������
����
�����������������������
�������
�������������������������������
���������	���������������������
 ���������������������

�������	�����������������
�������

�����	��������
���
�������	��

���������������������
��������������������������������������������
��������������������
���������
�	��
	

��������������

R
COMMERCIAL
FARMS
HOMES

GGEETT  TTOOPP  

$$$$

MMiikkee  OOuueelllleett
778800--888800--00110011

MMIIKKEE  SSEELLLLSS  LLAANNDD

CALL
:

Photo courtesy of Lions Club of Radway

raffles kept every­
one on their toes. The 
tantalizing conces­
sion offered a variety 
of snacks, from warm 
cocoa to freshly made 
fare, so that visitors 
could indulge in the 
flavours of the season. 
And the helping hands 
of volunteers made it 
all seem effortless.

Amoung all the won­
derful activities of the 
evening was the fel­
lowship of the Radway 
Lions members, who 
hosted their annu­
al stocking campaign, 
an opportunity that 
spreads holiday cheer 
and also raises funds to 
fill a stocking for local 
seniors. The Radway 
Agri-Centre echoed 
with laughter and joy, 
as children dashed 
around the hall, eager­
ly participating in all 
the activities and cre­
ating their own holi­
day crafts. Little faces 
beamed with delight, 
especially when the 
man of the hour made 
his arrival.

Adding to the en­
chantment, Santa 
Claus himself made 
a special appear­
ance, taking precious 
time out of his busy 

Continued from page 1

Participants from the District 2 8-Ball Singles tournament gather for a photo 
on November 22 at the Kingsway Legion, including Jim from Redwater, who 
placed third and will represent the Redwater Legion in the upcoming Command 
tournament.Redwater Legion photo

25122CM0

U N I T E D  C H U R C H  S E R V I C E S  
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5

Minister Earle Sharam
December 14 and 21
Smoky Lake 10 am

Waskatenau 11:30 am

December 24  
Christmas Eve

Smoky Lake 5 pm
Waskatenau 7:30 pm

Everyone welcome

schedule to greet each 
child. With a warm 
smile and a twinkle in 
his eye, he listened to 
the Christmas wish­
es shared by his little 
guests, reminding ev­
eryone of the spirit of 
the season. As Santa 
chatted away, it was a 

small reminder that he 
truly cherishes these 
moments, taking time 
away from the North 
Pole to spend an after­
noon or evening em­
bracing the warmth 
and joy of the holidays 
before the excitement 
of his big night ahead.
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Division 1
Neil Halun

Phone: 780-938-6345
neil.halun@thorhildcounty.com

Division 2
Deputy Reeve Angela Zilinski

Phone: 780-307-5846
angela.zilinski@thorhildcounty.com

Division 3
Scott Nedeljak

Phone: 780-819-0907
scott.nedeljak@thorhildcounty.com

Division 4
Janine Paly

Phone: 780-307-5978
janine.paly@thorhildcounty.com

Division 5
 Reeve Trevor Dafoe

Phone: 780-656-8165
trevor.dafoe@thorhildcounty.com

COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
November 25 , 2025

Below is a brief summary of decisions made at the November 25, 2025, Regular Council meeting:

Unfinished Business - Supply of Portable Bridge Structure(s)
Council moved to refer the Supply of Portable Bridge Structure(s) to the 2026 budget deliberations 
on December 2, 2025.

Unfinished Business - Appointment of Agricultural Service Board Members at Large
Council appointed Kenleigh Pasay and Nick Kuzyk as Agricultural Service Board members-at-large 
for a two (2) year term beginning November 25, 2025, and ending October 31, 2027.

Delegation - Sgt. Dehaan, Redwater RCMP
Council accepted the presentation from Sgt. Dehaan, Redwater RCMP for information.

Application for Strategic Transportation Infrastructure Program Funding
Council approved and authorized Administration to proceed in the submission of STIP (Strate-
gic Transportation Infrastructure Program) funding applications to Alberta Transportation and  
Economic Corridors on or before November 30, 2025, for bridge files 07437-1, 09132-1, 13879-1, 
and 70788-1.

Long Lake DLO - Reeve Dafoe
Council directed Administration to draft and send a letter to the Ministry of Forestry and Parks 
requesting for a free and clear title to the lands that encompass the Long Lake Ski Hill.

Municipal Development Plan Project Costs
Council directed Administration to pay the overage costs of $7,571.35 for additional  
consultation by Beairsto and Associates from the original tendered cost of $44,752.50 for the  
Municipal Development Plan.

Coffee with Council
Council directed Administration to schedule a Coffee with Council on February 4, 2026, in the  
Hamlet of Thorhild, for the scheduled time of 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Tender Policy
Council directed Administration to bring back Policy 306 Purchasing for review to the December 
16, 2025, Regular Council Meeting.

Financial Report
Council acceptd the Financial Report as of November 25, 2025, for information.

Correspondence for Action - Lions Club of Radway
Council accepted for information the letter from the Lions Club of Radway, RE: Letter of Support in 
Principle, received November 12, 2025.

DECEMBER 2025 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
ADMINISTRATION & PUBLIC WORKS OFFICE HOURS

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 - ALL Offices are closed
Thursday, December 25, 2025 - ALL Offices are closed

Friday, December 26, 2025 - ALL Offices are closed
Tuesday, December 30, 2025 - Open & Regular Hours

Wednesday, December 31, 2025 - Open & Regular Hours
Thursday, January 1, 2026- ALL Offices are closed

THORHILD TRANSFER STATION
Saturday, December 20, 2025 - Open

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 - Closed
Saturday, December 27, 2025- Open

Wednesday, December 31, 2025 - Open

LONG LAKE TRANSFER STATION
Sunday, December 20, 2025 - Open
Sunday, December 27, 2025 - Open

HAMLET WASTE & BLUE BAG PICK UP
Friday, December 26, 2025 - Normal Waste and Recycling pickup

RCMP ALBERTA UPDATES
Stay updated on RCMP advisories and information by following the Royal  
Canadian Mounted Police in Alberta Facebook page. 

Visit the Facebook page at www.facebook.com/RCMPinAlberta.

Assessors from Municipal Assessment Services Group Inc. (MASG) are  
conducting property assessment inspections. 

MASG conducts a cyclical inspection of properties to ensure property  
assessment data is accurate.

Assessors will be on-site walking the properties involved and collecting exterior pictures.  
New subdivisions, new construction or renovations, and new issued development & building  
permits are some of the components that will be inspected.

Inspections are conducted to ensure accurate and reliable property information. These inspections 
are authorized by the Municipal Government Act (MGA) (Section 294).

Assessors will be in marked vehicles with the Municipal Assessment  
Services Group Inc. logo on doors and wearing photo ID under the same name.  
All inspections will be conducted during normal  business hours  
|Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

If property owners have any questions, they are encouraged to  
call the MASG Assessors office at 1-780-939-3310.

PROPERTY ASSESSMENT  
INSPECTIONS UNDERWAY

HAMLET SIDEWALK CLEARING
 
Help keep our hamlets safe for pedestrians by clearing snow and ice from sidewalks bordering 
your property, including in front of your driveway. Please avoid placing snow and ice onto the 
roadway or adjacent properties.

Remember, it is required by Thorhild County’s Community Standards Bylaw that snow and ice is 
removed from any sidewalk within 48 hours after snow and ice has been deposited.

Let’s work together to keep people walking and moving around the community on safe sidewalks!
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S E E  S O L U T I O N S  P A G E  1 1

Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order in which the 
numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The more 
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

CROSSWORDSSUDOKU

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. A type of solution
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. They precede C
 17. A way to compare
 19. Government lawyer
 20. “Game of Thrones” 
actor Ciaran
 22. The eighth month 
(abbr.)
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex Machina
 26. Makes happy
 28. Type of berry
 29. A doctrine
 30. Popular Dodge truck 
model
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring 
solid
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. Influential German 
psychologist
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic
 44. You can get stuck in one
 45. Cigarette (slang)
 47. Fiber optics network
 48. Group of blood 
disorders (abbr.)
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Belonging to the 
bottom layer
 55. Sound
 56. MLB legend Hank
 58. Very attractive person
 59. Late beloved 
sportscaster Craig
 60. South Dakota
 61. Mocking
 64. Symbol for gold
 65. Longtime Braves 
pitcher Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl
 70. Preliminary patient 
assessment
CLUES DOWN
  1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Necklace material
  4. Containers
  5. A way to save for your 
future
  6. Colorado Heisman 
winner Rashaan
  7. Dipped down
  8. Head injury (abbr.)
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. Opposite of yes
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Spiritual leader of Islam
 15. Businesslike
 18. Not in

 21. Number above the line 
in a fraction
 24. An animal with its own 
day
 26. Pouch
 27. Swedish krona
 30. Start over
 32. Field flowers
 35. Fourteen
 37. A visual way to interact 
with a computer
 38. Up-to-date
 39. Campaigns
 42. Touch lightly
 43. “Boardwalk Empire” 
actress Gretchen
 46. Violent seizure of 
property
 47. Supporter of the Pope
 49. Anxiety
 50. Body fluid
 52. One who’s faking it
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. City in central Japan
 59. Silk garment
 62. A form of dance
 63. Automobile
 66. The man
 68. Justice Dept. head 
honcho

Crossword Clues

WORDS
ABYSSINIAN
CALICO
CLOWDER
DOMESTICATION
FERAL
HAIRBALL
HISS

KITTEN
LITTER BOX
MEOW
PADS
PERSIAN
POST
PURRING
QUEEN

SCRATCH
SIAMESE
TABBY
TOMCAT
TORTOISE SHELL
WHISKERS

Students from Grades 7 to 9 at Holy Family Catholic School took part in the 
province-wide Skills Canada event on December 2. Participants were challenged 
to design and build alternative transportation systems. Pictured are eighth graders 
Waylan Shwetz, Skylar Baldwin-Ralston, and Luke Schryver collaborating on their 
project, using sheet metal and popsicle sticks.

Nicholas Marshall and Barrett Bentley assemble and test the electrical components to 
their creation.  

Jayden Rosa and Tanner Macyk work on creating an electric car as their alternative 
form of transportation. 

Grade seven girls Autumn Hills, Jazzell Whitford and Callie Wyness add the finishing 
touches on their project. 

Young innovators at Holy 
Family Catholic School build 

creative transportation systems
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By Shelley Winger

With November 
wrapped up and the 
holiday season now in 
full swing, Redwater 
Citizens on Patrol 
(COP) is reminding 
residents to take ex­
tra precautions during 
what is traditionally 
one of the busiest times 
of the year. Increased 
shopping, gatherings, 
travel, and household 
activity often bring a 
rise in preventable in­
cidents, and COP says 
a few simple habits can 
make a big difference.

The group encour­
ages residents to keep 
their vehicles secure 
while out shopping. 
Purchases should be 
stored in the trunk 
or kept out of sight in 
trucks and SUVs. COP 
notes that thieves are 
often looking for quick 
opportunities, and 
even a blanket or tint­
ed windows can help 

reduce the temptation.
When it comes to 

banking, COP recom­
mends being discreet 
at ATMs, especially in 
busier locations during 
the holidays. They sug­
gest using front pants 
pockets or cross-body 
bags that stay close to 
the body. Purses with 
zipper pouches fac­
ing inward are safest, 
and residents should 
avoid hanging bags on 
the back of chairs in 
restaurants or public 
places.

Travel tends to 
increase during 
December, and COP 
advises people to plan 
their routes ahead of 
time to avoid fatigue or 
getting caught in bad 
weather. They recom­
mend carrying emer­
gency supplies and 
letting someone know 
your route, departure 
time, and the vehicle 
you’re driving, along 
with any delays you 

encounter on the way.
Holiday decorations 

also come with risks. 
COP reminds the com­
munity to keep trees, 
gifts, and lights at least 
three feet away from 
heat sources. Live trees 
should be watered daily 
to keep them fresh and 
reduce the chance of 
them drying out. Before 
setting up displays, in­
door and outdoor lights 
should be checked for 
frayed or damaged wir­
ing. Lighting, candles, 
and decorations should 
always be turned off 
when leaving the house 
or going to bed.

Food safety is another 
point COP highlights as 
families begin cooking 
more frequently. They 
encourage residents to 
ensure food is proper­
ly cooked, leftovers are 
stored promptly, and 
stoves and applianc­
es are turned off after 

By Haylee Winger

The George McDou­
gall–Smoky Lake 
Healthcare Centre will 
operate without an on-
site physician during 
several overnight pe­
riods this month due 
to physician vacancies 
and difficulty securing 
locum coverage.

The emergency de­
partment will be with­
out an on-site physi­
cian from 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 11 to 8 
a.m. on Friday, Dec. 12, 
and again from 4 p.m. 
on Thursday, Dec. 18 to 
8 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 
19. These upcoming 
gaps may still be avoid­
ed if last-minute physi­
cian coverage becomes 
available.

The emergency de­
partment will remain 
open, with nursing 

staff on site through­
out. Nurses will con­
tinue providing triage, 
assessments, and refer­
rals to alternate emer­
gency departments in 
surrounding commu­
nities. Nearby facilities 
include the Redwater 
Health Centre (56 km), 
St. Therese–St. Paul 
Healthcare Centre (93 
km), and the William J. 
Cadzow–Lac La Biche 
Healthcare Centre (101 
km).

Emergency Medical 
Services will remain 
available in the com­
munity under standard 
procedures and will co­
ordinate with the local 
healthcare centre to 
ensure residents con­
tinue to have access to 
emergency services.

For non-emergency 
health concerns, resi­
dents are encouraged 

to call Health Link at 
811, which operates 
24/7.

The service inter­
ruptions are tempo­
rary as work con­
tinues to improve 
staffing levels. Current 
recruitment initia­
tives include northern 
incentive programs, col- 
laboration with local 
practitioners and com­
munity partners, and 
ongoing efforts un­
der the Alberta Rural 
Health Professions 
Action Plan to strength­
en rural healthcare 
services and attract 
new talent.

Updates on the tem­
porary lack of physician 
coverage — including 
notice if coverage is se­
cured — can be found 
on the AHS Facilities 
Temporary Bed / Space 
Reductions webpage.

RCMP release

The holidays are 
coming, and this 
means an influx of de­
liveries and mail to res­
idents across the prov­
ince. As a result, there 
are more occurrenc­
es of mail theft. The 
Alberta RCMP is urg­
ing residents to secure 
their mail and homes 
this holiday season. 

If ordering online or 
sending gifts through 
the mail, follow the be­
low tips:
•	 Whenever possible, 

opt for a “signature 
required” delivery, 
or provide instruc­
tions for the delivery 
person to leave your 
items out of sight.

•	 Track your ship­
ments to ensure you 
know when to ex­
pect your items. This 
way, you or a trusted 
neighbour can grab 
your items before 
someone else does.

•	 If possible, arrange 
for deliveries to be 
scheduled when 
you’re at home.

•	 Have packages 
shipped to a delivery 
service pickup lo­
cation. This is a free 
service and a great 
option for large or 
valuable items.

•	 Installing a doorbell 
camera and motion 
sensor lights can be 
great deterrents for 
opportunistic thieves.

•	 Never send cash or 
other forms of pay­
ment through the 
mail.

•	 If you see suspicious 
activity at yours or 
someone else’s mail­
box, report it imme­
diately to your local 
police.
For those traveling 

this December, follow 
the below tips to help 
keep your mail and 
property safe:
•	 Ensure there is no 

mail left on your 
doorstep or in your 
mailbox as this can 
indicate that you’re 
not around.

•	 Ask a neighbour 
to shovel and col­
lect your mail while 
you’re away to give 

the impression that 
someone is present 
in the home.

•	 Ensure that all doors 
and windows are 
locked. Consider 
motion sensor lights 
for the exterior, and 
timers for indoor 
lighting.
For more information 

on mail theft and keep­
ing your property safe, 
follow us on Facebook 
(@RCMPinAlberta), X 
(@RCMPAlberta) and 
YouTube (RCMP-GRC 
Alberta).

The Alberta RCMP 
encourages the public 
to report any criminal 
or suspicious activity 
to police. Reports tell 
us where to look, who 
to look for, and where 
to patrol in the future. 
If you see a crime in 
progress, dial 911. If you 
wish to remain anony­
mous, contact Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS), online at 
www.P3Tips.com or by 
using the “P3 Tips” app 
available through the 
Apple App or Google 
Play Store. 

Redwater Citizens on Patrol shares 
holiday safety tips as December begins

Temporary lack of 
on-site physicians 
expected at Smoky 

Lake Emergency 
Department

Alberta RCMP provides 
tips to secure property 

and help avoid mail theft

Continued on page 10

The Honey Combe Drive Inn, remembered before it turned into Burger Baron. 
Redwater Museum photo

Throwback!!
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Smoky Lake County  

NOTICE – PUBLIC HEARING 
on Proposed Bylaw #1489-25  

 

 
 

TAKE NOTICE THAT in accordance with the Municipal Government Act, the Council of Smoky Lake County is giving 
consideration of Bylaw #1489-25: A Bylaw to close and dispose of portions of Government Road Allowance. 
 
A Statutory Public Hearing will be held in relation to Bylaw 1489-25, both in-person and via videoconference on 
Thursday, December 18, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. (or as soon as practical thereafter) at: Smoky Lake County Council 
Chambers, 4612 McDougall Drive, Smoky Lake, AB T0A 3C0 or online: 
https://video.businessconnect.telus.com/join/168288331  Meeting ID: 168288331 or via phone: 1-844-511-2074 
 
In-person Speakers: 
If you intend on participating in person, you are encouraged to pre-register for the Public Hearing by contacting 
Chyenne Shaw at 780-656-3730.  
 
Speakers participating through Telus Business Connect videoconference: 
If you wish to speak at the Public Hearing via videoconference, you are asked to register 24 hours prior to the opening 
of the Public Hearing by contacting Chyenne Shaw at 780-656-3730. This is to ensure that virtual participants receive 
instructions to access the videoconference.  
 
Requirements for all Speakers: 
All speakers will be given a 10-minute time limit and are encouraged to provide a written copy of their submission in 
advance of the Public Hearing.  
 
Written Submissions: 
All interested parties are encouraged to express their views by providing a written submission to Legislative Services by 
email at cshaw@smokylakecounty.ab.ca.     
 
Persons wishing to view the Bylaw and/or the Public Hearing are invited to attend in person or view the Meeting at the 
County website at http://www.smokylakecounty.ab.ca or view the Bylaw https://www.smokylakecounty.ab.ca/notices  
 
Questions? Contact:  
Jordan Ruegg Director of Planning and Community Services, 
Smoky Lake County at 780-650-5207 / 
jruegg@smokylakecounty.ab.ca   

 

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act: By submitting comments on this bylaw, 
either orally or in writing, the personal information you provide may be recorded in the minutes of 
the Public Hearing, or otherwise made public. This information is collected in line with section 
33(c) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. If you have any questions, 
please contact the Smoky Lake County Access and Privacy Officer at 4612McDougall Drive Box 
310, Smoky Lake, AB T0A 3C0, 780-656-3730, or county@smokylakecounty.ab.ca. 

 

 
 

 

uplifting atmosphere throughout the 
afternoon. The scent of hot chocolate 
and coffee wafted through the air, 
adding to the cozy ambiance, while 
volunteers served up delicious hot 
dogs with cheerful smiles. For those 
adventurous enough to brave the 
crisp outdoor air, members of the 
Thorhild Emergency Services were 
on hand, toasting marshmallows 

for gooey s'mores that satisfied the 
sweet tooth of both kids and adults 
alike.

As the day wore on, some of the 
little ones succumbed to the day's 
excitement and fell gently asleep in 
their chairs, their eyes heavy and 
their heads dipping slightly while 
their peers continued enjoying the 
festivities around them. The com­
munity's supportive energy shone 
through, particularly through the 
dedication of volunteers who guid­
ed guests through various crafts and 
activities. Their commitment to en­
suring the event runs smoothly is al­
ways admirable, especially for those 
who freeze their fingers and brave 
the cold temperatures for the grand 
finale of fireworks.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to all 
those who lent a hand in making the 
afternoon magical, including Shell 
and North Corridor Co-op for their 
generous sponsorship and support. 
Events like these evoke a profound 
sense of warmth and community 
that embody the small-town charm 
of the holiday season.

Continued from page 1
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20 Perron Street, Suite 220, St Albert, AB T8N 1E4
michael.cooper@parl.gc.ca

michaelcoopermp.ca • 780-459-0809

WITH MICHAEL COOPER,  
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

FOR ST.  ALBERT—STURGEON RIVER

DATE: DECEMBER 18, 2025
TIME: 4:30 PM TO 6:30 PM

LOCATION:  ST. ALBERT LEGION, 
6 TACHE STREET, ST. ALBERT, AB
RSVP to michael.cooper.c1a@parl.gc.ca

Light refreshments are provided

For more information phone 780-656-2463 & follow our Facebook page

����������������������������
����������
��������������������
�
	�����������������������������������
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Dec 13th 10 - 2:00
Visit with Santa!!

Dec 20th  10 - 1:00

SMOKY LAKE FARMERS’ MARKET

for Christmas

Please Please 
recycle recycle 

this this 
paperpaper

Bring more shoppers to your door with  
locally focused advertising!

Call Valerie at  780-222-2016 or email
redwaterreview@gmail.com
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BIG REACH
SMALL ADS Classi�ed Word Ads require Payment with Order. Low cost - high circulation. Your ad will also run free in the Morinville Free Press. Up to 25 words: $15.00 per week, 

GST included. Additional words: 50c/ each. Deadline: Thursday 2:00 p.m.  Phone 780-942-2023   E-mail: redwaterreview@gmail.com

Agricultural
Do you have land rent-
al expiring? Are you 
looking for a new renter 
in 2025? We are a mixed 
hay and grain family farm 
looking to expand our hay 
and grain production in the 
thorhild/egermonton areas. 
Call/text 780-689-6755.

Announcements
"THINKING OF YOUR 
DREAM VACATION?" 
How about the Knights of 
Columbus Airdrie Dream 
Vacation Raffle. BUY YOUR 
TICKET TODAY! at airdrie-
dreamvacation.ca"

Auctions
MEIER GUN AUCTION, 
Saturday, December 20 - 
10am Wetaskiwin - Selling 
Rifles, Shot Guns, Antique 
Firearms, Gun Safes, Ammu-
nition, Scopes, Sportsman 
Equipment. Consign now! 
Free Pick-Up. Call 780-440-
1860;  www.meierauction.

com.

Building For Sale
INTEGRITY POST 
FRAME BUILDINGS 
since 2008 BUILT WITH 
CONCRETE POSTS. Barns, 
Shops, Riding Arenas, Ma-
chine Sheds and more, 
sales@integritybuilt.com 
1-866-974-7678 www.in-
tegritybuilt.com.

Child Care
PROMOTE YOUR MES-
SAGE THROUGHOUT 
Alberta. The Blanket Clas-
sifieds or Value Ads connect 
with more than 500,000 
readers in the province each 
week. Choose from three 
packages beginning at $269, 
$299 or $599 to share your 
message in over 70 Weekly 
Community Newspapers. 
Contact THIS NEWSPAPER 
today or email classifieds@
awna.com for more informa-
tion. Call 1-800-282-6903 
or 780-434-8746 or visit 

www.awna.com.

FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE 

Ready to burn fire-
wood. Birch, spruce/pine 
and tamarack. We also have 
log truck loads of spruce/
pine and birch. We can also 
deliver up to 5 cords of split 
dry wood with our big dump 
trailer. Delivery to your 
farm, residence, cottage 
or cabin. Red Baron Fire-
wood. Call or text 780-849-
1168. Email red_baron_ 
firewood@hotmail.com

For Rent
Fort Saskatchewan 
1 bedroom 2nd floor 
condo available. 45 plus 
building. Fully furnished and 
outfitted. Laundry in the 
unit. Underground park-
ing. No smoking, no pets. 
Perfect for an out of town 
worker looking for a home 
away from home when on 
shift. Easy access to Dow 
Chemical  Rent $1550/

month includes utilities, 
wifi and cable. Damage 
deposit $1550 Available 
January 1, 2026 Contact 
Ashleigh 780-271-1985.

FOR SALE
Rare opportunity! 5 
acres in NE Edmonton, 
Horsehill area. Close to 
schools, shopping, Man-
ning Drive/Anthony Hen-
day. Unserviced, flat, open 
lot.  Call 780 887 3686.

Grazing Lease for 
Sale 

SW 28-63-19-W4
Approx 3 Miles from 
Long Lake Provincial Park. 
Fenced dug out corrals 
and holding pens. $ 25,000 
OBO. 780-576-3333

Landlord
Landlord's play a vital 
part in our operation and 
we understand that as time 
goes on, things change. 
After all, we are only hu-
man. We are a small family 
farm that takes pride in our 

crops. Striving to be care-
takers of the land and to 
leave the ground in better 
overall condition than we 
found it. We work hard 
with agronomist's to apply 
the proper amount of prod-
ucts the soil needs and use 
the available technology to 
maximize soil health and 
condition which allows for 
a prosperous future. As 
much as we promise to take 
care of the land, we also 
promise to take care of you. 
The benefits as a landlord:
•	 Top paying, competitive 

rates.
•	 Clear communication.
•	 Timely payments.
•	 Hassle free experience.
Call/text anytime 
780-349-0498.

Travel
EXTRAORDINARY VIL-
LA IN OSOYOOS, BC, 
breathtaking lake views, 
just 3 minutes from town. 
Vacation in Canada's warm-
est destination. Or warmer 

weather, two luxurious 
5-star resort units in Phoe-
nix, Arizona. Doug 306-716-
2671;  osoyooslakevilla.com.

WANTED 
Unlock the true value 
of your gold and sil-
ver coins with O.M.U. 
Estate Auction Ser-
vices! By consigning with 
us, you gain access to 
expert appraisals, a trust-
ed auction platform, and 
a wide network of eager 
buyers. With gold and sil-
ver prices soaring, there's 
never been a better time 
to maximize your earnings. 
O.M.U. makes it easy, se-
cure, and profitable. Con-
tact us today at 780 999 
6105 or oral@omueas.com. 
Standing timber. Want-
ing to harvest your spruce/
pine woodlot before forest 
fire or pine beetle destroy 
it? Call Paul 780-706-1470.

1 BEDROOM AND 2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT IN QUIET ADULT 

BUILDING FOR RENT
Smoke free and pet free.

Utilities, wifi and winter plug ins 
included. Power not included. 
2 bedroom $1150 / month.
1 bedroom $1100 / month. 

Located in Redwater. 
Call or Text 780-983-2733.

REDWATER AREA 
LANDOWNERS

SURFACE RIGHTS GROUP
Meeting will be held at the 

Redwater DQ on Monday Dec 15th 
2025 from 7 to 8 PM. 

Learn more about your surface 
rights! 

For advertising contact us at:
780-222-2016 or email 

redwaterreview@gmail.com

use. Little ones are es­
pecially curious this 
time of year, so keeping 
hot food and household 
hazards out of reach is 
important.

In addition to their 

regular patrols, COP 
volunteers say commu­
nity awareness plays a 
key role in crime pre­
vention. They encour­
age residents to report 
suspicious activity, 
keep porch lights on 
during darker winter 

evenings, and check 
in on neighbours who 
may be away for the 
holidays. Small ac­
tions, they note, can 
help create a safer en­
vironment for every­
one, especially during 
a season when many 

people are travelling or 
receiving more deliver­
ies than usual.

Alongside shar­
ing safety reminders, 
Redwater Citizens on 
Patrol continues its vol­
unteer work in the com­
munity. In November, 
volunteers patrolled 

117.8 kilometres over 
11.3 hours. They also 
completed four hours 
at community events 
such as Coffee with a 
Cop, and spent an ad­
ditional 15 hours on 
reporting and admin­
istrative duties for 
ACOPA. COP members 

say their goal is simple: 
to support safety and 
awareness in Redwater 
year- round. As the 
community heads into 
the holiday season, 
they encourage resi­
dents to stay mindful 
and enjoy the festivities 
safely.

Continued from page 7
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WORD SEARCH CROSSWORDS

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND CLAIMANTS

Estate of BRIAN DOUGLAS COSMAN, who 
died on October 11, 2025.

If you have a claim against this Estate, you 
must file your claim by January 12, 2026.

with   David C. McGreer  
at   GMR Law - 22 Perron Street, 

St. Albert, AB, T8N 1E4 

If you do not file by the date set out 
above, the Estate property can lawfully be 
distributed without regard to any claim you 
may have.

Smoky Lake rolls out 
the Welcome Wagon

By Brandie Majeau

The Town of Smoky 
Lake has launched 
its exciting new 
Welcome Wagon ini­
tiative on December 
1st, 2025, as part 
of the Newcomer 
Navigation Program. 
This endeav­
or, proudly fund­
ed through the 
Settlement, Inte­
gration and Language 
Projects (SILP) grant, 
was established to 
ensure that new­
comers to Smoky 
Lake feel welcomed, 
supported, and con­
nected to their new 
community.

Each Welcome 
Wagon package will 

include a wealth of 
resources, such as 
community informa­
tion, essential house­
hold items, local sup­
port contacts, and 
exclusive coupons 
generously donat­
ed by local business­
es and organiza­
tions. This program 
demonstrates the 
strong communi­
ty spirit and wel­
coming embrace for 
which Smoky Lake is 
known for.

Eligibility for the 
Welcome Wagon 
package extends 
to anyone who has 
moved to Smoky 
Lake within the past 
three months, this 
includes individuals 

and families who 
arrived on or after 
September 1st, 2025.

To streamline the 
distribution process, 
newcomers setting 
up their utilities at 
the Town office will 
receive a voucher for 
the Welcome Wagon. 
They can then vis­
it the Family and 
Community Support 
Services (FCSS) of­
fice to pick up their 
package, provid­
ing an opportunity 
for personal inter­
action and a warm 
welcome. 

For those newcom­
ers who may be rent­
ing or did not visit 
the Town office, the 
Town plans to share 

ongoing information 
via social media to 
ensure that as many 
residents as possible 
are reached.

Packages are cur­
rently being assem­
bled, and the Town 
anticipates provid­
ing updates, includ­
ing photographs, 
once the prepara­
tions are complete. 
The Welcome Wagon 
initiative exemplifies 
Smoky Lake's dedica­
tion to inclusivity and 
community support 
for its newest resi­
dents. Sukhan Bajaj, 
Newcomer Navi­
gation Facilitator, 
remarked, "We are 
thrilled to share this 
with the community!"

Photo courtesy of Sukhan Bajaj
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 info@tywireelectric.ca

 780-521-6400

tywireelectric.ca

Tyson Berlinguette
Owner/Master Electrician

Residential | Commercial, 
Agricultural | Light industrial 

Institutional

Serving Redwater, Abee, 
Newbrook, Radway, 

Thorhild, Smoky Lake and 
surrounding areas.

robinwood68a@hotmail.com

www.gbnaccounting.ca
Since 1993
George B. Nylan 
I.C.I.A.
780-656-0551

Monthly 
Bookkeeping, 
GST Reporting, 
Payroll, Income 
Tax Filing T1 & T2.

Your career ad at www.theredwaterreview.com

Smoky Lake's  H.A. Kostash Kindergarten students 
rolled up their tiny sleeves and dove into the Foods 
class, laughing and learning as they mixed, shaped, 
and baked their very own bannock!
H.A. Kostash School photo


