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By Shelley Winger

For more than a 
decade, the Yobukan 
Karate Club has been 
helping to shape 
strong, kind-heart-
ed individuals in 
Redwater. What 
started as a small 
class of just six stu-
dents in 2012 has now 
grown into a thriving 
dojo, with over fif-
ty students training 
twice a week. This 
journey has been fu-
eled by the passion 
of martial artists who 
sought to bring the 
countless benefits of 
karate to their local 
community.

"Karate has al-
ways been a big part 
of our lives since we 
were children, and we 
wanted to have that 
same impact on the 

people in our commu-
nity," explains Sensei 
Justin Rybie, one of 
the co-founders of 
Yobukan. In 2008, 

after he and his fel-
low martial artists re-
located to Redwater, 
they noticed a lack 
of local martial arts 

training options and 
decided to fill that gap 
by establishing their 
own dojo.

The name Yobukan, 

meaning “A place 
where warriors are de-
veloped” in Japanese, 
was given to them 
by the Chito-Ryu 

Soke, their head in-
structor at the time. 
This name perfectly 
embodies the club’s 
mission, which has 
always extended be-
yond teaching karate 
techniques to nur-
turing perseverance, 
confidence, and re-
spect in its students.

"Our goal is to 
develop strong, 
kind-hearted people 
who can grow up to be 
pillars in their com-
munity," says Sensei 
Justin. "We empha-
size perseverance and 
the ability to never 
give up. We want our 
students to develop 
the strength to stand 
up for themselves 
and for those around 
them."

This approach has 

By Brandie Majeau

Sarah Nova is a 
dedicated moth-
er to a teenage boy 
and two super sweet 
fluffy cats who bring 
boundless joy to her 
life. During the chilly 
winter months, she 
immerses herself in 
painting and various 
artistic projects, often 
experimenting with 
different mediums 
to express her cre-
ativity. Additionally, 
she relishes the tran-
quility of nature, fre-
quently embarking on 
ice-fishing trips and 
hunting expeditions 
to connect with the 
serene wilderness 
around her.

As the warm su
mmer months 
arrive, Sa
rah’s life 
r e v o l v e s 
around her love 
for the out-
doors. Whether 
tending to her 
vegetable garden, 
exploring the nu-
merous hiking trails, 

camping under the 
stars, or relaxing by 
the lake, she makes 
the most of every 
moment outside. 
Originally born and 
raised in Edmonton, 
Sarah felt a deep 
yearning for a quiet-
er and more peaceful 
lifestyle. This longing 
led her and her part-
ner to move to Smoky 
Lake in 
October 
2 0 2 3 , 

where they found the 
perfect setting to cul-
tivate their new life.

Drawing from her 
nine years of tattooing 
experience, Sarah has 
recently established 
her own tattoo shop, 
where she designs and 
creates meaningful 
pieces for her clients. 
This new venture em-
powers her to follow 
her artistic passion 
while embracing the 
liberating spirit of 
entrepreneurship. 
For most artists, the 

unyielding pur-
suit of creative 

freedom is un-
p a r a l l e l e d , 
allowing for 
b o u n d l e s s 
exploration 
and expres-

sion of their 
unique vi-

sions and emo-
tions. With the 
opening of Kitty 
Monster Tattoo, 
Sarah is able to 
share that journey 
and vision with 

Who is Sarah Nova?

Photo courtesy  
of Sarah Nova

Photo by: Jenny Penny

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 15

Yobukan Karate: Building warriors and community in Redwater
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The team at Northstar Kennels (from left to right) Sasha, Chantille, Susan and Alex.

While still snowcovered, the outdoor play area at Northstar Kennels is a dog's dream playground.

Northstar Kennels under new ownership
By Brandie Majeau

Northstar Kennels, 
located in Thorhild, is 
under new ownership. 
The new owners, Alex 
and Susan are both 
pipeliners who have 
had dogs throughout 
their careers.

Understanding that 
a reliable kennel/
boarding service was 
necessary with their 
jobs, they both admit-
ted how hard it is to find 
good boarding. When 
an injury put Alex off 
work, he acquired four 
more dogs and began 
to rethink his career 
choices. Reflecting on 
the negative experi-
ences he has person-
ally faced with board-
ing, Alex dove into 
a new path that led 
him to Thorhild. After 
looking at four differ-
ent facilities for sale, 
Northstar Kennels was 
chosen not only for 
its facilities but also 
for the current pro-
gram it was running. 
November 22, 2024, 
Alex and Susan got the 
keys to what has now 

become a prominent 
passion project.

The goal now is to 
make it a doggy desti-
nation. With kennels 
that are immaculate-
ly sanitized between 
each boarder, canine 
guests are given per-
sonal kennels that 
have both indoor and 
outdoor access and 
private time in the 
play yard with a selec-
tion of equipment and 
toys for their delight. 
Activities can involve 
trampolines and ball 
pits and one-on-one 
attention. And, of 
course, a centralized 
fire hydrant for canine 
convenience.

In addition, since 
purchasing Northstar 
Kennels, Alex and 
Susan got to work in-
stalling kennel cam 
systems that work on 
a subscription basis 
to keep doggy parents 
well-connected with 
their loved ones. The 
camera allows 24-
hour viewing, high-
lights reels of the day, 

Continued on page 4
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www.chasingmortgages.ca
10525 170 St NW Unit 107, Edmonton, AB T5P 4W2

Cell: 780.907.0862 Fax: 1.877.239.8430
Email: chase.leitner@mortgagegroup.com

Chase Leitner Mortgage Associate

Dedicated to Helping You Achieve 
Your Homeownership Dreams

Residential Mortgages • First-Time Homebuyer • Refi nancing
Mortgage Pre-Approvals • Client-Focused Solutions

As a licensed mortgage agent with the 
Mortgage Group (TMG) and extensive 
experience in � nancial services, I am 
committed to providing clients with tailored 
solutions for their mortgage needs. 
Whether you’re a � rst-time 
homebuyer, looking to 
re� nance, or seeking 
investment opportunities, 
my goal is to make 
the mortgage process 
smooth, transparent, and 
stress-free.

Having completed my 
education through the Real 
Estate School of Alberta, I am licensed with 
both AMBA and RECA. I bring a client-� rst 
approach, combining industry knowledge 
with personalized service. My mission is to 
guide individuals and families through one 

of the most signi� cant � nancial decisions of 
their lives, ensuring they feel con� dent every 
step of the way.

I also collaborate closely with 
experienced industry professionals, 

including my mentor Mike 
LaRue, to continually re� ne 
and expand my expertise. 
Together, we are building a 
team dedicated to delivering 

exceptional mortgage 
services.

At the heart of my work is a 
passion for helping people secure the 

home of their dreams while building lasting 
relationships based on trust and integrity. As I 
grow in this � eld, I’m committed to providing 
an exceptional client experience that is as 
rewarding as it is reliable.

25034TT2
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Section 251 – The Municipal Government Act
Take notice that the Council of Sturgeon County, in the Province of
Alberta, has given first reading to Borrowing Bylaw 1677/25 which will,
upon final passage and approval, authorize the proper officers of the
said County to borrow monies from Province of Alberta, or another
authorized Financial Institution, to pay for the cost of the phase 2
construction of broadband infrastructure.

The total cost of the aforesaid project amounts to $15,736,689. A total
of $6,810,744 is to be borrowed on the credit and security of the
municipality at large by a fixed term debenture. The debenture is to be
repayable to the Province of Alberta, or another authorized financial
institution, in installment payments with an annual interest not to
exceed ten per cent (10%), or the interest rate as fixed from time to
time by the Province of Alberta or other authorized financial
institution.

NOW THEREFORE NOTICE is hereby given by the Council of Sturgeon
County that, unless a petition of the electors for a vote on Bylaw
1677/25 is demanded, as provided for by the terms of Section 231 of
the Municipal Government Act, the said Council may pass the said
borrowing bylaw.

The proposed bylaw may be examined between the hours 
of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the office of the Legislative Services 
Officer, Sturgeon County, 9613-100 Street, Morinville, Alberta. 

Financial Services
780-939-4321
taxation@sturgeoncounty.ca

www.sturgeoncounty.ca

Questions?

Borrowing Bylaw 1677/25
Broadband Infrastructure (Phase 2)

Radar takes a moment to smile for the camera and express his delight at having 
24 hour access to the outdoors, because you never know when the mood will 
strike to howl at the moon.

and the ability to speak 
to their fur babies, 
and even interact by 
tossing them a treat. 
The property also has 
security protection, 
keeping its boarders 
safe from 2-legged or 
4-legged intruders. 
Northstar Kennels has 
cultivated a great re-
lationship with their 
boarding guests but 
wants pet owners to 
personally see their 
passion, commit-
ment, and cleanliness 
to the dogs while they 
enjoy their stay. It also 
offers in- floor heating 
and cooling instead 
of relying on typical 
HVAC systems that 
may spread respirato-
ry issues.

Throughout the 
transition of owner-
ship, Alex and Susan 
repeatedly remarked 
on the big local and 
loyal community 
of clients that have 
stayed with them. 
They are also grateful 
for Chantille, who re-
mained on as staff and 

made for a seamless 
transition and Sasha, 
for coming on with 
her training and ex-
pertise from Ukraine. 
Northstar Kennels 
has bookings already 
into 2026 and is find-
ing itself with a full 
house on weekends 
and into the sum-
mer. As the board-
ing kennels continue 
to fill up, Northstar 
continues with its 
unique on-site store 
with toys and treats, 
its grooming and 
training services, and 
looks ahead to diver-
sify. Currently, they 
are facilitating their 
“;Doggy Day School” 
and Canine CPR and 
Emergency First Aid 
Courses. Still, they are 
also in discussions to 
expand the current 
boarding building, add 
30 new runs, and per-
haps an agility course, 
in addition to  get-
ting involved in ani-
mal rescue. Northstar 
Kennels also offers 
daycare services 
and pick-up/drop-
off assistance in the 

affectionately referred 
to “Mutt Mobile.”

With services and 
qualities too numer-
ous to name, potential 
clients are encouraged 
to visit their Facebook 
page, email them, or 
simply call. Pricing is 
readily available, and 
each guest will have 
personalized and cus-
tomized care. Their 
dedication to sani-
tation is foremost in 
addition to the safe-
ty and well-being of 
each boarder. “Dogs 
have always been 
a major part of my 
life,” remarked Alex 
as he continued to ex-
plain that they were 
working to build an 
establishment that 
people can trust and 
is affordable and ac-
cessible. Ask Bronco, 
who will be staying at 
Northstar Kennels for 
the next few months 
while his human is de-
ployed. Bronco misses 
him, but the wagging 
tail and enthusiastic 
jumps say all is well; 
this is a great place to 
wait for his return. 

Continued from page 2

A.C.Waring
& Associates Inc.

Licensed Insolvency Trustee
Trustee in Bankruptcy

First Edmonton Place, Suite 410,
10665 Jasper Ave.

Personal and Business

FREE
Consultation

1-800-463-3328
 780-424-9944

Debt/Credit Counselling 
Creditor Negotiations 

Bankruptcy Alternatives
Debt Consolidation 

Consumer Proposals 
Bankruptcy Protection

YOUR AD
HERE!

CALL
������������

www.theredwaterreview.com

CALL 
780-942-2023
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Ochre Park 
School News

Ochre Park's registration for the 
2025-26 school year is now open!

Pepper's Petro  
Canada 

UPCOMING SALES
2025

www.hlauctions.ca

License No: 331066

BOOK YOUR ITEMS NOW
Contact Nick Gulka • 587-982-4306

Bulls, Bales & Panels Timed Auction • April 1-4, 2025 (Multiple Locations)

• Featuring Over 1100 two and three-year-old net-wrap grass mix bales • 6 registered Limo-bulls from Corrlynne Farms, St. Micheal, AB • Over
100 plus new and used Livestock Panels (HLA Yard) • Livestock Mineral Tubs, Salt Blocks, Shop Supplies (HLA Yard) • Goats and Belted Galloway
HFRS (HLA Yard) • Chomiak Charolais Bulls and More to be listed • Visit Hibid and Global Auction Guide.com • Pick up is April 5-7th after sale

Moving/Farm Auction for Clayton Rettie, Tiger Lily, AB • Live Auction & On-Line April 20-26th

• Large amount of tillage and machinery • Augers and livestock supplies • Featuring large selection of shop and oilfield tools
• Case 2290 Tractor & Freightliner Tandem grain truck • Removal April 26 & 27

Re-Alignment Auction for Ed Ens, Cherhill, AB • Live Auction - May 3 @ 11am (timed portion starts May 1-3)

• Selling 3pt equipment • Cat dozer & Loader • Large cabin • Tools and more • Pick up May 3-4 only

Heartland Auctions 14th Spring Consignment Sale • 58019-RRD 263 Pickardville AB May 11-15, 2025 • Timed Auction

• Selling building supplies • Livestock gates and panels • Mesh gates and yard gates • Featuring a 2004 JD 410 G backhoe with
extend hoe, 4x4, clean and second owner, only 2000 hrs • Farm machinery and more
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Early bird deadline 
is April 16, 2025

Sturgeon County Dust Suppression

Sturgeon County offers three options for dust suppression to help 
reduce dust created by vehicle traffic on gravel roads. See our website 
for details on select placement of recycled asphalt millings this year.

TYPES OF DUST  
SUPPRESSION OIL

MINERAL 
OIL 

*UPDATE*
CALCIUM

First 100m $4,165 $1,097 $405

Each Additional 10m $494 $187.20 $118

A late fee of $100 is applied to orders received after April 16, 2025. 
No orders will be accepted after May 17, 2025.

Download application forms: 
sturgeoncounty.ca/dust-suppression

Questions?
Call: 780-939-8252 | Toll Free: 1-866-939-9303 
Email: DustSuppression@sturgeoncounty.ca

 

For a full list of projects view 
SturgeonCounty.ca/Roads

All information sessions 6 – 8 p.m. 
Presentation begins at 6:15 p.m.

Thursday,  DIVISIONS 5 & 6: 
March 20 Gibbons Community Cultural Centre
  5115 – 51 Street, Gibbons

Wednesday,  DIVISIONS 1 & 2:
March 26 Namao Community Hall
  8 – 24400 Highway 37, Sturgeon County

Thursday,  DIVISIONS 3 & 4:
April 3 Calahoo Community Hall
  #9, 54500 Rge Rd 275, Calahoo

JOIN STURGEON COUNTY AT AN INFORMATION 
SESSION TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PROJECTS 
HAPPENING IN YOUR DIVISION IN 2025.

A Brighter Tomorrow Starts Here

Holy Family Catholic School
Our K-12 School Offers:
• Preschool
• Full Day Kindergarten (with 

adjustable day programming)
• Free busing
• Small class sizes
• Strong community  

involvement
• Family-friendly atmosphere
• Strong literacy and numeracy 

supports
• Safe and caring learning  

environment

Extra-Curricular Activities:
• Archery
• Leader Core
• Basketball
• Badminton
• Volleyball
• Cross Country Running
• Fine Arts Clubs
• A range of lunch clubs

A caring, faith-filled learning environment 
for Preschool to Grade 12 students in 

Smoky Lake and Thorhild counties.

5124 - 51 Street
Waskatenau, AB

780-358-2332

Enroll now for Fall 2024! 
Register today at 
hfs.lrcssd.ca

Opening in 
2026: A brand-
new Holy Family 
Catholic School!

Exciting news! 
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THE HOETMER TEAM

Each offi ce independently 
owned & operated.
9909-103 St, Fort Saskatchewan

Raymond 
Hoetmer 
780-719-2241

Austin 
Hoetmer 
780-221-2842

Website: ahoetmer.remax.ca
Email: rhoetmer@live.com

Facebook: The Hoetmer Team 

Commercial building in Redwater with prime Main Street ex-
posure! Featuring three offi ce spaces, this property is ideal 
for an insurance agency, law fi rm, accounting offi ce, or other 
professional services. A great opportunity to establish your 
business in a high-traffi c location!

Discover this 1600 sq. ft. bungalow on 80 acres in Sturgeon 
County, just minutes from Redwater. Approx. 50 acres are cul-
tivated, 20 acres are pasture, and 10 acres make up the yard 
site. The home has had many updates over the years, includ-
ing a kitchen reno, some new fl ooring, main fl oor windows, 
shingles, and a newer boiler, just to name a few. The main fl oor 
features a 2-piece bath, laundry room, and a kitchen with a 
functional layout perfect for entertaining, opening to a dining 
area and cozy living room. There are also 3 bedrooms and a 
4-piece bath on the main fl oor. The basement includes 2 more 
bedrooms, a family room with a wood-burning stove, a work-
out area, and lots of storage. Outside, you’ll fi nd a large deck 
with a pergola and an oversized double heated detached ga-
rage. The property also includes a 55’ x 95’ metal agro build-
ing, 20’ x 90’ pole shed, and 12’ x 20’ cattle shelter with some 
fencing and corrals in place for livestock. A must-see!

Charming 2-bedroom bungalow on a massive lot with 
nearly everything updated! Recent improvements include 
all new windows, new front and rear decks, upgraded vinyl 
siding with added insulation, a new 100A electrical pan-
el, updated plumbing, and new exterior doors. The main 
fl oor features two bedrooms, a 4-piece bathroom, a cozy 
living room, and a kitchen with access to the back deck. 
The basement includes a laundry area, storage space, a 
small rec room with a wet bar, and a 3-piece bathroom. 
The spacious backyard offers plenty of room to build a ga-
rage or enjoy as is, complete with three powered storage 
sheds—one with a 50-amp hookup, perfect for your RV. 
Move-in ready and full of potential!

Beautiful bungalow in a prime location, situated across 
from the Redwater Golf Course! This well-maintained 
home features an open-concept main fl oor, perfect for en-
tertaining. The main level offers three bedrooms, including 
a primary suite with a 2-piece ensuite, plus a 4-piece main 
bathroom. Downstairs, you’ll fi nd a spacious family room, 
laundry area, two additional bedrooms, ample storage, 
and a partially fi nished bathroom ready for your person-
al touch. The basement also features a brand-new drop 
ceiling. Recent upgrades include newer windows, doors, 
fl ooring, some appliances, and updates to the upstairs 
bathrooms, as well as new carpet in the basement. The 
only fi nishing touches needed are interior basement doors 
and the basement bathroom. Outside, enjoy a fully fenced 
yard, a double detached heated garage with recently up-
dated shingles, and a side driveway perfect for RV parking. 
A fantastic opportunity in a sought-after neighborhood!

Fantastic opportunity to own your own quarter section of 
land! This property features a recently added dugout and is 
fenced on two sides, with the other two fence lines already 
cleared and ready for poles and barbed wire—making it 
easy to complete for pasture use. Alternatively, use it as 
a weekend getaway, as it’s conveniently located near sev-
eral lakes, including Skeleton Lake, just fi ve minutes away. 
Whether you’re looking for recreational land, a peaceful 
retreat, or the perfect spot to build your dream home, this 
property offers endless possibilities!

Experience country living within the town limits of Gibbons! 
This bungalow is situated on 5.66 acres of picturesque land, 
featuring a large garden, a private pond with a fi repit area, 
a stamped concrete patio at the rear, and a south-facing 
front deck. The property includes numerous outbuildings 
with ample space to build a shop. In recent years, the home 
has seen many upgrades, including new fl ooring, a kitchen 
renovation, updated appliances, new doors, and most win-
dows. The well-designed layout includes three bedrooms, 
a 4-piece bathroom, a living room with a view, a beautiful 
kitchen, and laundry facilities, all on one fl oor.

$64,900$64,900

$799,900$799,900

$199,900$199,900

$324,900$324,900

$224,900$224,900

 $525,900 $525,900

Give us a call or visit Give us a call or visit 
our website to view our website to view 

all of our listingsall of our listings

4816 50 AVE REDWATER

57425 RR 222 STURGEON COUNTY

5144 53 ST REDWATER 5807 53 AVE REDWATER

SW-36-64-19-4 ATHABASCA COUNTY

23222 TWP 560 GIBBONS

soldsold

March 29, 2025 | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Morinville Community Cultural Centre 

Grow, Gather, Thrive! Discover how to make the 
most of rural living! Join us for this free event!

VENDOR MARKET
WORKSHOPS

KIDS’ ACTIVITIES
RURAL LIVING EXPERTS

sturgeoncounty.ca/country-living-expo

Keep your dollars in Canada to strengthen communities and support local 
businesses, including your local newspaper.

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS 

www.theredwaterreview.com

H.A. Kostash School News

H.A. Kostach School 
recently expressed 
gratitude to the Student 
Union for hosting 
a successful and 
enjoyable fundraiser.
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Redwater 
School News

Redwater School band students 
had an incredible experience at 
Camp Nakamun Band Camp.

YOUR AD
HERE!

CALL
������������

YOUR AD
HERE!

CALL
������������

Photo courtesy of Sarah Nova

her clients.
Kitty Monster 

Tattoo has opened its 
doors in Smoky Lake, 
located within the 
Black Heron Boutique 
at 19 Wheatland Ave. 
The talented tattoo 
artist, Sarah, brings a 
wealth of passion and 
expertise to her craft, 
specializing in realism 
with a particular focus 
on nature and animal 
themes. She also has a 
fascination for skulls 
and all things eerie, 
but her artistic range 
allows her to encom-
pass a wide variety of 
subject matter.

With proficiency in 

vibrant color and in-
tricate black and grey 
techniques, Sarah is 
dedicated to trans-
forming her client’s 
ideas into stunning 
pieces of body art. She 
places a strong em-
phasis on client com-
fort and satisfaction 
throughout the tat-
tooing process.

The shop is designed 
to create a welcom-
ing atmosphere, fea-
turing bright lighting 
and a meticulously 
clean setup. Clients 
can enjoy a selection 
of refreshments and 
snacks while being 
provided with multi-
ple plush pillows that 
enhance the comfort 

Continued from page 1 of their experience.
Sarah operates on a 

by-appointment-only 
basis. Interested cli-
ents are encouraged 
to reach out through 
her Kitty Monster 
Tattoo Facebook page 
for consultations and 
to schedule their ses-
sions. Regardless of 
the style of ink or the  
distinctive concept 
conceived within one’s 
imagination, Sarah ex-
tends an invitation for 
individuals to engage 
with her in a collabo-
rative tattoo experi-
ence, the possibilities 
of transforming indi-
vidual ideas into per-
sonalized works of art 
are endless. 

Your career ad at Your career ad at 
www.theredwaterreview.comwww.theredwaterreview.com
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Families in Red
water are in for a 
fun-filled and excit-
ing afternoon as the 
town prepares for its 
m u c h - a n t i c i p a t e d 
annual Town-Wide 
Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, April 12. 
The event will take 
place at the Redwater 
School Playground, 
and the festivities will 
kick off at 1:00 p.m. 
with an airhorn start, 
signaling the begin-
ning of an exciting ex-
perience for children 

of all ages. This event 
is a wonderful way for 
the entire community 
to come together and 
celebrate Easter in a 
lively, family-friend-
ly atmosphere.

Organized with 
community spir-
it at its heart, the 
Easter egg hunt of-
fers much more than 
just a traditional hunt 
for chocolate eggs. 
Families will have the 
opportunity to enjoy 
a variety of activities 
that make this event 

truly special. Free hot 
dogs and juice boxes 
will be available while 
supplies last, ensur-
ing that everyone can 
enjoy a snack during 
the fun. Children will 
also have the chance 
to meet the Easter 
Bunny, who will be 
on hand for photos 
and to greet young 
participants.

In addition to the 
regular Easter eggs, 
12 special golden 
eggs will be hid-
den throughout the 

playground, each 
containing exciting 
surprises for those 
lucky enough to find 
them. The hunt is 
designed to be en-
joyable for all age 
groups, and there’s 
a designated tod-
dler area for children 
ages 0 to 3, ensuring 
that even the young-
est egg hunters can 
join in the festivities 
in a safe and friendly 
environment.

Parents are kind-
ly reminded that all 

children must be ac-
companied by an adult 
to ensure everyone’s 
safety and enjoyment 
throughout the event.

This much-loved 
event wouldn’t be 
possible without the 
generous support of 
local sponsors, in-
cluding M. Rusinko 
& Sons, Sil Industrial 
Minerals, the Town 
of Redwater and 
Sturgeon County. 
Their contributions 
help make this an-
nual tradition a 

memorable occasion 
for the whole town.

For families looking 
to celebrate Easter 
with their commu-
nity, the Town-Wide 
Easter Egg Hunt is 
sure to be one of the 
highlights of the 
season. So, grab your 
baskets, bring your 
loved ones, and get 
ready for an after-
noon filled with fun, 
food, and festive sur-
prises that will make 
this Easter one to 
remember.

By Brandie Majeau

In a recent ceremo-
ny held in St. Paul, 
Alberta, three out-
standing residents of 
Thorhild County were 
awarded the presti-
gious King Charles 
III Medal in recogni-
tion of their signifi-
cant contributions to 
the community. This 
honor celebrates indi-
viduals who demon-
strate exemplary ser-
vice and commitment 
to improving the 
lives of those around 
them. The recipients, 
Larry Hryciw, Troy 
Vetsch, and Irene 
Rettman, have each 
made a remarkable 
impact through their 
dedicated efforts in 
various community 
initiatives, embody-
ing the spirit of co-
operation and lead-
ership that the medal 
represents. The King 

Charles III Medal 
serves as a symbol of 
appreciation for those 
who create positive 
change and inspire 
others through their 
actions.

These individu-
als were awarded the 
distinguished medal 
in recognition of their 
significant contri-
butions to the com-
munity of Thorhild 
County. Their com-
mitment spans a di-
verse array of vol-
unteer activities, 
encompassing work 
within local church-
es, participation in 
community outreach 
initiatives, and ac-
tive involvement in 
the local agricultural 
society. 

Their ongoing ded-
ication has been in-
strumental in en-
suring that various 
not-for-profit or-
ganizations not only 

persevered through 
difficult circumstanc-
es but also achieved 
noteworthy growth 
and success. The will-
ingness to share their 
knowledge and skills 
within the communi-
ty have brought more 
volunteers into var-
ious volunteer roles 
and town projects. 
Furthermore, the ex-
ceptional diligence 
with which they en-
gage in their efforts 
is commendable, 
as they consistent-
ly invest their time 
and energy into the 
overall improvement 
of Thorhild County. 
Larry, Troy, and Irene 
have played pivot-
al roles in channel-
ing significant funds 
into the community, 
thanks to their tire-
less efforts in fund-
raising initiatives 
and their successful 
navigation of grant 

opportunities. Their 
dedication and inge-
nuity have not only 
secured substantial 
financial resourc-
es but have also en-
couraged a spirit of 
collaboration among 
community mem-
bers. These indi-
viduals have helped 
paved the way for 
future generations to 
embrace volunteer-
ism, establishing a 
strong foundation for 
others to aspire to. 
Their efforts serve as 
a guiding light, in-
spiring younger in-
dividuals to step into 
roles of service and 
leadership.

Their profound im-
pact has cultivated a 
better environment 
for residents, signifi-
cantly improving op-
portunities for living 
and recreational activ-
ities within the county. 
This acknowledgment 

not only honours their 
steadfast dedication 
but also celebrates 
their substantial con-
tributions that have 

shaped the com- 
munity. Congratu
lations on receiv-
ing this esteemed 
recognition.

Redwater's Town-wide Easter Egg Hunt set for April 12

Thorhild residents receive King Charles III Medal

Larry, Troy and Irene receive their King Charles III 
Coronation Medal

Photos courtesy of Angela Zilinski
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Bracing for turbulence: Alberta exports jump ahead of tariffs
By Siddhartha Bhattacharya,  
ATB ECONOMICS 

Bracing for turbulence: Alberta 
exports jump ahead of tariffs

Last week, the Bank of Canada 
reduced the policy rate again by 
0.25 percentage points as Canada 
is in the midst of a tariff war with 
its largest trading partner.

Today’s Twenty-Four takes a 
quick look at Alberta’s export per-
formance in January.

New Statistics Canada data re-
leased last week show that inter-
national merchandise exports out 
of Alberta rose 14% year-over-year 
(y/y) in January to reach the high-
est level since August 2022. Part of 
the increase is likely attributable 
to U.S. importers increasing pur-
chases ahead of tariff announce-
ments in order to avoid addition-
al costs. U.S. imports surged in 
January, widening the country’s 
trade deficit.

Energy products (+14% y/y), the 
largest sub-sector, was respon-
sible for the majority (76%) of the 
aggregate increase. This is not 
surprising given that Alberta’s oil 
production in January averaged 
4.2 million barrels per day (up 10% 
y/y), bolstered by the extra pipeline 
transportation capacity provided 
by the Trans Mountain Expansion 
(TMX) in service since May last 
year. Higher export prices for crude 
oil and natural gas also played a 
role. 

Although the U.S. remains the 
top driver of energy exports, we 
continue to find evidence that 
more of Alberta's energy prod-
ucts are making their way to Asian 
markets. Energy exports to China 
rose over 500% y/y in January. Last 
year, Alberta’s energy shipments 
to Asia jumped nearly fourfold as 
TMX came on line.

Led by agri-food and wood prod-
ucts, exports of non-energy goods 
(+15% y/y) also started the year 
strong with gains in almost all ma-
jor sub-categories.

It is important to remember this 
is the export performance prior to 
the various U.S. tariffs announced 
in February, and the January re-
sults appear to be propped up by 
temporary stockpiling effects.

In addition, China recently an-
nounced new tariffs on Canadian 
canola (oil and cake), peas, pork 
and seafood which could very well 
alter the course of agri-food export 
revenues in the coming months.

With trade headwinds, we expect 
a marked slowdown in export vol-
umes this year. Commodity prices 
have started to weaken and export 
demand could take a hit from slow-
ing global economic conditions 
and the ongoing trade war. Having 
said that, energy export volumes 
are expected to increase amid ris-
ing oil production and the start-up 
of LNG Canada phase 1 this year. 
Longer term, companies like Trans 
Mountain are exploring options to 
boost pipeline capacity.

www.theredwaterreview.com
redwaterreview@gmail.com

Valerie at 
780-942-2023

CONTACT US
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Bring more shoppers to your door with locally focused advertising!
Call Valerie at  780-942-2023 or email

redwaterreview@gmail.com

By Brandie Majeau

The Town of Smoky 
Lake has announced 
the launch of its new 
E-Permitting Program, 
designed to streamline 
the process of obtaining 
Development Permits 
and facilitate Code 
Enforcement. This inno-
vative program aims to 
simplify the application 
process for all stakehold-
ers involved—residents, 
developers, and contrac-
tors alike—ensuring a 
more efficient and us-
er-friendly experience.

The E-Permitting 
Program is structured to 
enhance accessibility and 
clarity. To begin, inter-
ested applicants can visit 
the town's official web-
site at www.smokylake.
ca. After navigating to 
the development permits 
section, users will select 

the e-permitting option. 
They can then choose to 
apply for various permits 
or file a complaint regard-
ing code enforcement. 

The application process 
is straightforward and 
consists of just three easy 
steps. Once applicants fill 
out the required informa-
tion, they can seamlessly 
submit their permit re-
quests or report issues di-
rectly through the online 
platform. This stream-
lined approach is intend-
ed to reduce wait times, 
improve communication 
with town officials, and 
ultimately support the 
successful completion of 
development projects in 
Smoky Lake. The goal is 
to make the development 
process and reporting is-
sues easier and more ef-
ficient for everyone in the 
community.

Smoky Lake 
launches 

e-permitting 
program
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Greg Cyre | (780) 307-4332 | gcyre@xplornet.com

Wheat
AAC Goodwin
AAC Penhold
AAC Brandon

Faba Beans
Snowbird

Seed GUIDE

PEDIGREED SEED
WINTER WHEAT • AAC Wildfire
CPS WHEAT • AAC Penhold • Forefront 
HR WHEAT • Parata
BARLEY • AB Advantagge 

Harry DeWindt 780-699-6789
Renee Hoyme 780-554-5945
Geoff Hoyme 780-278-9931
Seed Plant 780-349-3944

90’90’
Scale Scale 
On On 

Site!Site!

Performance Pedigreed Seed Farm
Box 1363 Redwater, Alberta T0A 2W0 • Chelsea Tomlinson Cell: (780) 777-5885

www.trueseeds.ca / sales@trueseeds.ca 

Farming by the seed of our plants.
We are ready to meet your needs. Give us a call to discuss what we can do to help you 

this spring. FCC Financing is available.
Seed available for pickup at Redwater Yard, Westlock and Lougheed Seed Plants. 

Hard Red
CDC Envy - New, early maturity
AAC Hockley
CPS

Triticale

 Wheat
CDC Reign -Yield/ Stands Well 
AAC Rimbey VB Wheat - NEW for 2025 

Soft White Wheat
AAC Paramount VB Wheat - silage
AAC Awesome VB Wheat - general purpose silage 

Barley

Yellow Peas
CDC Canary - early
AAC Julius - NEW for 2025
CDC Tollefson NEW high yielder 

Milling Oats
CDC Arborg - Preferred by millers 

Trical Surge - NEW for 2025 

CDC Endure - High yield silage 
AAC Douglas - Shorter/ Good color

SY Sirish - Short/ High Yield 
AB Cattlelac Barley - 6 Row silage
CDC Fraser - Malt - limited amount left
CDC Durango - NEW for 2025 Feed 
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SMOKY LAKE SENIORS CENTRE

Everyone Welcome

124 White Earth Street
780-446-5077 or 780-358-2597

INCOME TAX 
PREPARATION BY 
BRENDA HRYCUN

Every Wednesday
March 5 - April 30  9am - 3 pm 

  

ON THURSDAY, APRIL 10, 2025
At 23108 TWP 570 Sturgeon County

Coronado gibbons 
United Chruch

MEETING TO BE HELD AT 

General
Meeting

ELECTIONS TO BE HELD FOR 2 POSITIONS 
ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

Nominations for directors is open as of March 10, 2025 and
will be closing March 26, 2025.

ALL MEMBERS WELCOME!

FOR SALE
One-year-old free run 
laying hens. They still lay 
92%. Pick up near Two Hills on 
April 19. Call 780-603-9047.

To Purchase
Seeking to purchase a 
good-sized herd of cows. 
Also looking for long-term pas-
ture rental and well-maintained 
used farming equipment. 
Please contact 780-919-5040.

HAY FOR SALE 
Square shedded grass Hay 
Bales  No rain, $8.50 each 
minimum of 25 or $8.00 each 
minimum of 100. Namaeo Area 
Call Robert @ 825-823-5846

WANTED 
O.M.U.Estate Auction Ser
vices Call to discuss your estate 
dispersal needs and get multiple 
buyers bidding on your valu-
ables. Please call 780 999 6105 
or email me at oral@omueas.
com, www omueas.com 

SMALL ADS BIG REACH Classified Word Ads require Payment with Order. Low cost - high 
circulation. Your ad will also run free in the Morinville Free Press. Up to 25 words: $15.00 per 
week, GST included. Additional words: 50c/ each. Deadline: Thursday 2:00 p.m.  Phone 780-
942-2023   E-mail: redwaterreview@gmail.com

THORHILDAGSOCIETY.CA

DOORS 5PM | BULLS BUCK 7PM | 18+ DANCE 9PM
$30 ADULT | $15 YOUTH | 5 & UNDER FREE

18+ DANCE ONLY $15 AT THE DOOR

APRIL 19

BU
LLARAMABU
LLARAMA

PRESENTED BY          

THORHILD AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY’S

BLACK GOLD INSULATION’S 

18+ DANCE WITH 

KID’S MEET & GREET
6PM

VOLUNTEER SPONSOR

ARENA SPONSOR

SANCTIONED BY

Edmonton 780-426-0050
Family Owned Funeral Home Crematorium, Reception Centre

Taranko, Ronnie Michael
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Phone: 780-398-3741   |   www.thorhildcounty.com   |   801 - 1st Street, Box 10, Thorhild AB T0A 3J0

Division 1
Richard Filipchuk
Office: 780-656-0522

richard.filipchuk@thorhildcounty.com

Division 2
Angela Zilinski
Cell: 780-307-5846

angela.zilinski@thorhildcounty.com

Division 3
Joyce Pierce

Cell: 780-271-8458
joyce.pierce@thorhildcounty.com

Division 4
Reeve Janine Paly

Cell: 780-307-5978
janine.paly@thorhildcounty.com

Division 5
 Deputy Reeve Trevor Dafoe

Office: 780-656-8165
trevor.dafoe@thorhildcounty.com

COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
March 11, 2025

Below is a brief summary of decisions made at the March 11, 2025, Regular Council meeting:

Draft Tax Penalty Bylaw 05-2025
Council moved to give all three readings to Tax Penalty Bylaw 05-2025.

Draft Bylaw 06-2025 Bylaw to Rescind Bylaw 1002-99
Council moved all three readings to adopt Bylaw 06-2025, which rescinds Bylaw 1002-99, a bylaw 
that was established in 1999 for rates for providing information. 

Unauthorized Use of Road Right-of-Ways
Council directed Administration to provide information to residents and landowners that the  
County does not condone or accept farming of road right-of-way and to provide notice to this 
effect that is published in local newspaper, on the County website, and an insert for the next Utility 
billing.

Council also moved that in addition to advertising for locations, wherein this practice is occurring, 
the residents/landowners will be contacted by phone, or in person or by email to advise on the 
unauthorized practice and the County’s intent to restore drainage and maintain the right-of-way, a 
registry of all residents/landowners contacted will be maintained and contact shall be completed 
by no later than April 15th by Administration.

Deputy Reeve Allowance - Policy 203
Council directed Administration to suspend payment of the Deputy Reeve allowance as of March 2, 
2025, at the request of the Deputy Reeve.

Proposed Amendment to Policy 332 - Letters of Support
Council approved the proposed amended Policy 332 - Letters of Support.

County Bus Policy 1304
Council amended County Bus Policy 1304 with the removal of  “Sports affiliated organizations will 
not be allowed to schedule a County Bus trip.”

Correspondence for Action - Town of Redwater
Council directed Administration to register Reeve Janine Paly and Councillor Richard Filipchuk to 
attend the Redwater Mayors Breakfast on April 4, 2025.

Correspondence for Action - Sturgeon County
Council directed Administration to respond to Sturgeon County that Range Road 224 will remain 
known as Opal Road through the entirety of Thorhild County.

Municipal Development Plan
Council approved the release of the proposed draft Municipal Development Plan and Raw Data 
Collection beginning March 12, 2025.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

Thorhild County is accepting applications from candidates to fill the following summer/seasonal 
positions:
• Lifeguards/Instructors   • Equipment Operators
• Summer Program Coordinator & Leaders  • Labourers 
• Spray Operator     • Roadside Mower Operators

For details, please visit our Careers page at www.thorhildcounty.com.

FREE TAX CLINICS
Get your benefits and credits

If you have a modest income and a simple tax  
situation, volunteers can do your tax return for you!

For Thorhild County residents that have modest income and very basic tax returns.
Income limits for the 2024 tax year are as follows:

• Singles up to $35,000
• Couples combined income up to $45,000

• Families with a combined income up to $52,500

Taxes will be completed during March and April by appointments on the 
following dates:

 March 25, 2025 10:00 am-3:00 pm
 March 26, 2025 10:00 am-2:00 pm
 April 8, 2025 10:00 am-3:00 pm 
 April 9, 2025 10:00 am-3:00 pm
  

To book an appointment or for information please call Kelly at 780-398-3741 ext. 2820.

 

April 10, 2025 10:00 am-3:00 pm
April 22, 2025 10:00 am-3:00 pm
April 23, 2025 10:00 am-3:00 pm
April 24, 2025 10:00 am-3:00 pm

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

DRAFT MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
OPEN HOUSE SESSIONS COMING SOON

Join us anytime between 4:00 PM and 7:00 PM 
at any of the following locations:

    MONDAY, MARCH  31ST               ABEE COMMUNITY HALL
5005 - 50TH AVENUE 

     TUESDAY, APRIL 1ST           EGREMONT COMMUNITY HALL
4904 - 50TH STREET

     WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2ND NEWBROOK COMMUNITY HALL
4801 - 50TH STREET

       FRIDAY, APRIL 4TH THORHILD COMMUNITY HALL
11 - 7TH AVENUE 

JJooiinn  aann  OOppeenn  HHoouussee  SSeessssiioonn  ttoo  RReevviieeww  tthhee  
CCoouunnttyy’’ss  DDrraafftt  MMuunniicciippaall  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  PPllaann  

Explore the draft Municipal Development 
Plan that outlines our vision for land use and 

community development.

WWhhyy  AAtttteenndd??  

RReevviieeww  tthhee  DDrraafftt  PPllaann:: Visit the County 
website at bbiitt..llyy//MMDDPP--RReevviieeww to preview the 
draft, or obtain a hard copy at the County 

office.

AAsskk  QQuueessttiioonnss::  Ask questions and learn more 
about the draft plan and the overall project.

EExxpprreessss  YYoouurr  VViieewwss::  Your feedback is crucial 
to ensure the plan meets community needs.

We value your input and look forward to your 
participation!

THURSDAY, APRIL 3RD         RADWAY NEW HORIZONS SENIORS CENTRE
5108 - 49TH AVENUE

For questions about the open house sessions or the project, please 
contact: Baily Lapp, RPP, MCIP 

Manager of Planning Services Beairsto & Associates Engineering Ltd.
780-512-5818

bailyl@baseng.ca

The County wishes to advise residents and agricultural producers that cultivating within the 
road right-of-way is not permitted.  In the past the practice was adopted as a policy however the  
“Municipal Roadside Cultivation Policy” was rescinded on February 14th, 2017.  Therefore, any 
continuation of cultivating or farming activities within the road right-of-way is an unauthorized 
use of County land. 
 
The reasons for not permitting this practice of farming within the road right is largely related 
to safety and drainage.  In some instances, the cultivation extended from the edge of the right-
of-way to the shoulder of the road.  This has the potential to impact drainage with the right-of-
way and by the roadside. This practice constitutes an encroachment of farming activities creating  
unsafe conditions for the road user.

Residents or agricultural producers are asked to cease with this cultivation.  This notification 
serves to advise that the County will be restoring or mowing road right and shall make no  
allowances for agricultural producers who persist in cultivating the road right-of-way and could 
be subject to fines in accordance with Bylaw 01-2019, title “Unauthorized Use of the Municipal 
Right-of-Way.”

In conjunction with this advertisement residents or agricultural producers who are known to be 
engaging in this practice will be contacted directly by email or phone by Infrastructure Services 
staff on or before April 15th, 2025. Your cooperation in this regard is very much appreciated.

If you have any questions or concerns, please call the Agriculture Department at 780-398-3977 
ext. 3974.

Fleet and Facilities Manager 
Full Time, Permanent

For details, please visit our Careers page at  
www.thorhildcounty.com.

ARE YOU A SMALL BUSINESS IN  
THORHILD COUNTY?

Then you may qualify for the Non-Residential Small Business Property Sub-Class

The Owner of the Non-Residential Property must apply by the April 30, 2025 deadline to receive 
the Small Business Property Sub-Class Tax Rate for your 2025 property taxes.

Obtain your application online at www.thorhildcounty.com or in person at the County office  
(801-1st Street, Thorhild, AB).

For further details call Courtney at 780-398-3741 ext. 2822; courtney.gray@thorhildcounty.
com or visit www.thorhildcounty.com, then click on the Services tab > Corportate Services >  
Assessment & Property Taxes, then click on Tax Rates.

NOTIFICATION ON THE CULTIVATION/
FARMING OF COUNTY ROADS

INVITATION TO BID -  
ROADSIDE MOWING & OTHER WORK

Project No. THC2025RSM-100

Scope: The work consists of mowing circa 388 miles of roadway within the County of Thorhild, 
specifically in the north and west portions of the County.

The work includes a shoulder cut followed by a full cut or mowing of the road right-of-way.   
Tender packages can be downloaded from Alberta Purchasing Connection (APC), by selecting  
Opportunity AB-2025-01978.  The closing date for tender submissions is Thursday, April 3rd, 2025 
at 2:00 pm MST.  Completion date for the work is September 30th, 2025. 

For any inquiries on this opportunity please call the Director of Infrastructure, Gary Mayhew 
at 780-349-3741 or by email to gary.mayhew@thorhildcounty.com or to capital.projects@ 
thorhildcounty.com. 
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resonated deeply with 
students and parents, 
who describe Yobukan 
as more than just a 
martial arts school – 
it's a "karate family." 
It's a place where stu-
dents of all ages feel 
supported, encour-
aged, and connected 
to something larger 
than themselves. The 
club’s involvement 
in the community is 
extensive, with reg-
ular events such as 
tournaments, bottle 
drives, and the high-
ly anticipated Annual 
Supper With Sensei 
Santa Fundraiser 
Dinner, which has 
become a cherished 
tradition for families 
in Redwater.

Classes are held 
from September 
through June on 
Tuesday and Friday 
evenings at Ochre 
Park School. New stu-
dents are welcome to 
join at any time, with 
the first class offered 
obligation-free, al-
lowing individuals to 
experience the envi-
ronment and see if it’s 
a good fit for them.

Whether you’re 
looking to improve 
your physical fitness, 
gain self-confidence, 
or become part of a 
supportive and ded-
icated community, 
Yobukan Karate Club 
offers something for 
everyone.

For more informa-
tion about the club 
or to register, visit 
the Yobukan Karate 
Club on Facebook, or 
contact Sensei Justin 
Rybie directly at 
780-668-7160 or via 
email at yobukan09@
gmail.com.

Continued from page 1

Thorhild Library invited patrons to celebrate the launch of Dolly Parton's Imagination Library program, now offered in Thorhild County. 
Photo courtesy of Thorhild Library.

Dolly Parton comes to Thorhild (kind of)

By Brandie Majeau

The Thorhild 
Library is thrilled to 
announce its partic-
ipation in the Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination 
Library, a fantastic 
program dedicated 

to promoting ear-
ly literacy. The move 
to bring this pro-
gram to Thorhild took 
shape approximate-
ly 10 months ago, 
sparked by a patron’s 
mention of the pro-
gram’s availability in 

Gibbons. From that 
initial suggestion, the 
library embarked on a 
comprehensive jour-
ney involving emails, 
referrals, Zoom meet-
ings, and phone calls, 
ultimately leading to a 
successful connection 

with the regional di-
rector of the Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination 
Library. In order to 
launch this program, 
the Thorhild County 
Library Board dili-
gently worked on se-
curing the necessary 
funding, and they are 
proud to share that 
the program is now 
fully operational.

So, what exact-
ly is the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library? 
It is designed to sup-
port children from 
birth to age five by 
providing them with 
free, high-quality 
books. Any child re-
siding in Thorhild 
County who is under 
the age of five can reg-
ister for this program 
at any of our three lo-
cal libraries: Thorhild, 
Newbrook, or Radway. 
Once enrolled, chil-
dren will receive a 
book each month, 
right up until their 
fifth birthday. Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination 
Library supports a love 
of reading in young 
children and ensure 
they have access to 
valuable educational 

resources at an ear-
ly age. Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library 
website states, “I cre-
ated the Imagination 
Library as a tribute to 
my Daddy. He was the 
smartest man I have 
ever known but I know 
in my heart his inabil-
ity to read probably 
kept him from fulfill-
ing all of his dreams. 
Inspiring kids to love 
to read became my 
mission. In the be-
ginning, my hope was 
simply to inspire the 
children in my home 
county but here we are 
today with a world-
wide program that 
gives a book a month 
to well over 3 million 
children.”

The first year of the 
program has been ap-
proved by the Thorhild 
Library Board with 
Council allocating 
funds to cover its ini-
tial launch. Members 
of the community in-
terested in sustaining 
this literacy campaign 
can add further sup-
port with online do-
nations to the Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination 
Library.

Redwater Rush U9 players take to the ice at Pembina Place in Redwater 
during their final game of the season.

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper
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 info@tywireelectric.ca

 780-521-6400

tywireelectric.ca

Tyson Berlinguette
Owner/Master Electrician

Residential | Commercial, 
Agricultural | Light industrial 

Institutional

Serving Redwater, Abee, 
Newbrook, Radway, 

Thorhild, Smoky Lake and 
surrounding areas.

ADRIAN 
MULLIGAN

OWNER

780-394-8498
mulligan.adrian@yahoo.ca

Garage
Basements
Driveways
Sidewalks
Stamped
Exposed

YOUR AD
HERE!

CALL
������������

www.theredwaterreview.com

CALL 
780-942-2023


