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Healthy is 
always on hand.

Get your FREE Menu 

780-666-2336 
HeartToHomeMeals.ca

Open your freezer to many healthy meals  
made especially for seniors, delivered for free*.

*Some conditions may apply.

Locally owned by  
Chetan and Roshni Bahl 

We accept  
the Veterans 

allowance.

Local artists 
submit tiles to 

Canadian mural

Municipal politicians 
in the making

By Brandie Majeau

The Canada Mosaic 
Mural project was ini-
tiated in 2015 to com-
memorate Canada’s 
150th anniversary. Its 
goal is to create a na-
tional mural that in-
cludes contributions 
from all provinces and 
territories, consisting 
of 150 individual mu-
rals and hundreds of 
thousands of paint-
ings, forming a gi-
gantic mural mosaic 
over 365 meters wide 
and 2.5 meters high. 
The project aims to 

reflect Canada’s cul-
tural and geographi-
cal diversity, serving 
as a historical time 
capsule and inspiring 
future generations. 
Each community will 
participate by produc-
ing their own mural, 
which will contribute 
to the overall mosaic 
and remain as a lega-
cy in their respective 
locations.

Local Redwater art-
ists have embarked on 
a journey to be a part 
of these unique proj-
ects and have sub-
mitted their tiles to 

be a part of a national 
mural mosaic. Jeannie 
Hare, Terri Hannah, 
Ophelia McKenna, and 
Ian Morris from the 
Redwater Art Society 
have all submitted 
tiles the Global Roots 
Project (Nature’s 
Dream) and anxious-
ly await as the Active 
Grid Tiles for the proj-
ect are constantly 
placed and moved as 
the mural takes form.

At present, the 
Canada Connects 
Nature’s DREAM 

By Brandie Majeau

The Grade 6 class at 
H.A. Kostash School 
recently embarked 
on an exciting educa-
tional adventure that 
took them beyond the 
traditional classroom 
walls. This unique op-
portunity allowed the 

students to attend a 
Smoky Lake County 
Council meeting, 
where they gained in-
valuable insights into 
the workings of local 
government.

During the meet-
ing, all the council-
lors, along with Reeve 
Serben, graciously 

dedicated their time to 
engage with the stu-
dents. They patiently 
answered a wide range 
of questions, enabling 
a deeper understand-
ing of community 
governance and civ-
ic responsibility. The 

Jeannie's mosaic tile is one of several from the Redwater area submitted to the 
Nature's Dream Mosaic Mural. Photo courtesy of Jeannie Hare

Photos courtesy of H. A. Kostash School

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3
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CALL 
780-942-2023For more Information:

780- 424-5438  
volunteer@drivehappiness.ca

Drive Happiness  is a non-profit organization fueled
by volunteers  who provide assisted transportation for seniors.

REDWATER, THORDHILD, AND SMOKY LAKE

Call For Volunteers!

Create your own volunteer schedule
We provide a gas reimbursement
Meet friendly and appreciative seniors
Make a difference in your community

By Brandie Majeau

In November, the 
Kinette Club of Smoky 
Lake proudly com-
memorated a signif-
icant milestone: its 
10th anniversary. This 
special occasion was 
not only a celebration 
of a decade of service 
and dedication but 
also an opportunity to 
reflect on the numer-
ous achievements the 
club has made within 
the community over 
the years.

The anniversa-
ry event was graced 
by esteemed Kin 
Dignitaries, who 
joined the club mem-
bers in recognizing 
the impact of their 
local initiatives and 

programs.
Throughout its 

ten-year journey, 
the Kinette Club has 
worked tirelessly to 
support various com-
munity projects, up-
lift those in need, 
and create a spirit of 
collaboration among 
residents.

Looking forward, the 
Kinette Club of Smoky 
Lake is filled with opti-
mism and excitement 
as they set their sights 
on the next ten years. 
Their commitment to 
addressing the evolv-
ing needs of the Town 
of Smoky Lake remains 
unwavering, and they 
are eager to continue 
their mission of serv-
ing the community in 
meaningful ways.

The club extends 
its heartfelt gratitude 
to everyone who has 
supported their fund-
raising efforts over 
the past decade. Their 
successes would not 
have been possible 
without the generous 
contributions from 
numerous sponsors, 
whose support helped 
make the 10-year an-
niversary celebration 
a truly memorable 
event that honored 
the club’s rich histo-
ry. As they embark on 
this new chapter, the 
Kinette Club is more 
determined than ever 
to make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of 
those in their commu-
nity and invites others 
to join in their mission. 

Kinette Club 
of Smoky Lake 
celebrates 10 

years

Photos courtesy of the Kinette Club of Smoky Lake

25014DS3
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THE HOETMER TEAM

REAL ESTATE
Each offi ce independently 
owned & operated.
9909-103 St, Fort Saskatchewan

Raymond 
Hoetmer 
780-719-2241

Austin 
Hoetmer 
780-221-2842

Website: ahoetmer.remax.ca
Email: rhoetmer@live.com

Facebook: The Hoetmer Team 

Discover this charming 2-bedroom end-unit townhouse in 
Legal, perfectly situated near a park. Ideal for those seeking 
low-maintenance living, as exterior upkeep and snow remov-
al are included in the affordable monthly condo fee. The main 
fl oor offers a functional layout, starting with a front bedroom 
that can double as an offi ce. The kitchen overlooks the cozy 
living room, which opens onto a private balcony, perfect for 
relaxing or entertaining. Additional features include main-
fl oor laundry, a spacious primary bedroom, and a 4-piece 
bathroom. The home also includes a single attached garage 
and a partial basement, providing ample storage space. Re-
cent updates, including new fl ooring and appliances, add to 
the appeal of this move-in-ready home.

With a little renovation and effort, this property has the po-
tential to become a wonderful family home! Situated on a 
large, fenced yard that backs onto a park, it offers plenty of 
outdoor space and includes a double detached garage. The 
main fl oor features 3 bedrooms, a cozy living room, a kitchen, 
and a 4-piece bathroom. The basement is partially fi nished 
and comes with all the fl ooring materials already purchased 
and ready for installation by the new owners. A great oppor-
tunity to add your personal touch and make this home your 
own!

3-bedroom bungalow situated on a large, fully fenced lot, 
complete with a double detached garage. Over the past 
fi ve years, this home has seen numerous updates, including 
new shingles on the house, a high-effi ciency furnace, a hot 
water tank, new carpet upstairs, and updated fl ooring in the 
basement. The main fl oor offers a well-designed kitchen with 
stainless steel appliances, a cozy living room, and a dining 
area. Down the hallway, you’ll fi nd a spacious storage closet, 
a 4-piece main bathroom, a primary bedroom with a 3-piece 
ensuite, and two additional bedrooms. The basement is most-
ly fi nished, featuring new fl ooring in the family room and den. 
The bathroom is functional with a toilet and sink, with space 
ready for a shower installation. There’s fl exibility to customize 
the utility/laundry room and add another bedroom if needed.

This 1,195 sq. ft. bungalow, situated on a spacious lot back-
ing onto an open fi eld, offers incredible potential with some 
TLC. The home features three bedrooms on the main fl oor, 
including a primary bedroom with a convenient 2-piece 
ensuite. Updates over recent years include newer shingles, 
a furnace, a hot water tank, upgraded attic insulation, and 
eavestroughs. The fully developed basement adds extra 
living space with potential for two additional bedrooms, a 
large rec room, a 3-piece bathroom, a generous storage 
room, and a summer kitchen. A great opportunity for those 
looking to invest in a home with plenty of space and a fan-
tastic location!

Spacious 1500 sq. ft. bungalow featuring two bedrooms 
on the main fl oor (with the option to convert the main-
fl oor laundry back into a third bedroom) and an addition-
al bedroom in the basement. Highlights include a cozy 
wood-burning fi replace, a main-fl oor family room, a large 
covered deck, double garage, a generous jacuzzi room, and 
a basement sauna. While this home has been a rental for the 
past 19 years and could use some TLC, it offers incredible 
potential and unique features for the right buyer.

Why rent when you can own? This charming one-bedroom 
mobile home makes a perfect starter or retirement home. 
Located in Warspite just off Highway 28, it’s connected to 
city water and sewer for added convenience. Enjoy a bright 
sunroom with patio doors opening to a deck, as well as a 
large shed for extra storage.

$214,900$214,900

$244,900$244,900

$299,900$299,900
$247,000$247,000

$229,900$229,900

$89,900$89,900

Give us a call or visit Give us a call or visit 
our website to view our website to view 

all of our listingsall of our listings

soldsold

#4 4908 43 ST LEGAL

5903 53 AVE REDWATER

5312 53 AVE REDWATER 5020 59ST REDWATER

5217 44 AVE SMOKY LAKE

5026 50 AVE WARSPITE

IMPROVED PRICEIMPROVED PRICE

IMPROVED PRICEIMPROVED PRICE

students were partic-
ularly intrigued by the 
various discussions 
surrounding local is-
sues, which illumi-
nated the significant 
role that councillors 
play in shaping their 
community.

In addition to ob-
serving the council 
in action, the Grade 
6 class participated 
in a spirited prac-
tice debate centered 
around a bylaw per-
taining to cats. This 
firsthand experience 

allowed them to flex 
their own political 
skills, advocating for 
their viewpoints and 
considering the per-
spectives of others in 
a democratic setting. 
The combination of 
observation and par-
ticipation made for an 
enriching experience, 
enlightening the stu-
dents about the in-
tricacies of local pol-
itics and encouraging 
their interest in civic 
engagement.

Kevin Lucas, Smoky 
Lake County CAO, 
remarked on the 

attendance and dis-
cussions of the 
H.A.Kostash grade 6 
class, “They all de-
bated the conversa-
tion respectfully and 
meaningfully, re-
specting each others’ 
opinions and points 
of view, building from 
what seemed simple 
to needing more in-
formation. We (Admi
nistration) were taken 
by their maturity and 
demeanour. In fact, 
three election cycles 
from now and we could 
see any of their names 
on a municipal ballot!”

Continued from page 1

Mural Mosaic is an 
exciting project in de-
velopment, with sub-
mission deadlines ap-
proaching on January 
31, 2025.

This masterpiece 
is being meticulously 
crafted by the talent-
ed artist Lewis Lavoie, 
who employs a unique 
method of arrang-
ing tiles according to 
their shape and col-
or within each sec-
tion he is working on. 
This approach means 
that tiles may not be 
placed in the sequence 
they are received, re-
flecting the creative 
process’s dynamic 
nature.

The production of 
the mural is antici-
pated to span several 
months, culminating 
in a grand unveiling 
set for Autumn 2025. 
Participants who are 
eagerly awaiting the 
incorporation of their 
tiles are encouraged 
to check back period-
ically for updates, as 
the tile arrangement 
is part of a SEARCH & 
FIND process. It is im-
portant to note that 
tiles can shift loca-
tions multiple times 
as the mural takes 
shape.

Lewis Lavoie col-
laborates closely with 
a technical support 
person to bring this 
magnificent mosaic 

to life. As the produc-
tion phase concludes, 
a dedicated support 
team will reach out to 
all participants, pro-
viding a final oppor-
tunity for review when 
the complete list of 
contributors and cor-
responding tile num-
bers is posted on the 
grid page.

Overall, the exten-
sive journey from the 
project&’s launch to 
its grand unveiling 
spans approximately 
12 to 18 months.

To watch the 
Nature’s Dream proj-
ect come together, 
one tile at a time, indi-
viduals can visit www.
muralmosaic.com/
dream/.

Continued from page 1

DISCRETIONARY USE PERMITS ISSUED – 
APPEAL BY FEBRUARY 4, 2025

Take notice that the Municipal Planning Commission for Thorhild County has approved the following  
Development Application(s):

 i)  Legal Description: Lots 4 and 5, Block 1, Plan 1750CL, 4904 – 50 Street;  
   Hamlet of Egremont
  Land Use Designation: R1B-Low Density Residential District 
  Proposal: Placement of a 14-Foot Round Steel Grain Bin for Use  
   as a Gazebo on Skids by the Egremont Community Club. 
  Division: 2
  Permit # DP24-2664                                                           

Date of Decision: January 14, 2025; Appeal by: 4:00 PM, February 4, 2025
Additional Information:
For additional information regarding this permit, please contact Manager of Planning and Development  
David Blades at 780-398-3741 ext. 2825 or email: David.Blades@thorhildcounty.com.

Appeal Information:
If you wish to appeal this decision, you must appeal to one of the following appeal bodies:  (see below for 
details).  

Land and Property Rights Tribunal:
This is the appropriate appeal body if the application is the subject of a licence, permit, approval, or other  
authorization granted by the Minister of Environment and Parks or granted under any act the minister is  
responsible for under section 16 of the Government Organization Act, or granted by the Natural Resources  
Conservation Board, Energy Resources Conservation Board, Alberta Energy Regulator, Alberta Energy and  
Utilities Board or Alberta Utilities Commission. You can file an appeal via email or by mail to 2nd floor,  
Summerside Business Centre, 1229 - 91 St. SW., Edmonton, AB T6X 1E9. Telephone enquiries can be made to 
780-427-2444.Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (SDAB).

All other appeals not subject to the above can be filed with the Secretary of the Subdivision and Development 
Appeal Board via email at carol.revega@thorhildcounty.com or via mail to Thorhild County, P. O. Box 10, 801 – 1st 
Street, Thorhild, AB, T0A 3J0.  Telephone enquiries can also be made to the Planning & Development Department 
at 780-398-3741.  Pursuant to Section 686 (1) of the Municipal Government Act, an appeal may be commenced 
by filing a notice of appeal within 21 days of the decision date.  Please note that there is a $200.00 fee for any 
appeal.

801 - 1st Street, Box 10, Thorhild AB  T0A 3J0  |  Phone: 780-398-3741 
 www.thorhildcounty.com

Canadian mural

Municipal politicians

Photo courtesy of H. A. Kostash School
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5530 - 111 STREET, NW, EDMONTON, AB, T6H 3E9

1-888-335-8205

HEARING EVALUATIONS

Stop By
& Check Us

Out!

THORHILD SMOKY LAKE

Thorhild Family 
Medical Centre 

801 1 ST. 

REDWATER

Diamond Spring
Lodge

5619 52 Ave

PharmaChoice
134 White Earth St.,

Smoky Lake, AB

February 20th

3rd Thursday, 
10 am -1 pm

February 11th

2nd Tuesday 
10 am -1 pm

February 11th

2nd Tuesday 
10 am -12 pm

We are AADL, WCB, 
DVA, NIHB Providers

We provide:
• Latest Technology - all digital 
    hearing aid models
• Repairs to all models
• 30 days trial period

WALK-INS WELCOME

Kid's cornercorner

Sponsored by Lions Club 
Thorhild

Kinslee
Thorhild 
Central 
School

This is 
Kinsley, she 

is in Grade 2. 
Kinsley's fa-
vourite part 
of school is 

Math. 

Submitted by Callie 
Wyness 

In November, the 
foods and sewing 
parts of 4-H start-
ed up and are thriv-
ing. Both groups 
meet at least once 
a month. The food 
group started off 
by learning kitchen 
safety and different 
kitchen tools. Each 
time the food group 
meets they prepare 
something differ-
ent, everything 
from grilled cheese 
to gingerbread 
cookies. At the 
start of December, 
the sewing group 
went to the Pea 

Patch in Thorhild 
to buy some fabric 
for their projects. 
When they were 
there, they also 
learned how a quilt-
ing machine works. 
They are working on 
some t-shirt quilts, 
and it will be inter-
esting to see how 
those will turn out at 
the end of the year. 
The members with 
horse projects have 
been meeting twice 
a month to practice 
with their animals. 
The beef projects 
members reported 
at our meeting that 
they are starting to 
work with their an-
imals, and they will 

have a feeding clin-
ic later this month 
to learn more on 
beef nutrition. Now 
that January is here 
the swine members 
will be getting their 
animals, and those 
projects will get 
growing. The en-
tire club participat-
ed in the Newbrook 
Christmas mar-
ket on December 
14th. They hosted a 
bake sale table with 
goodies that mem-
bers made at home. 
This was one of our 
fundraising activi-
ties. At our monthly 
meetings which all 
members attend, 
our Clevers group 

keeps busy with dif-
ferent art activities. 
The club is working 
on trying to come 
up with some other 
fundraisers for the 
year of 2025. The 
club's Christmas 
party was on 
January 4th, 2025. 
The club went skat-
ing at the Newbrook 
arena with snacks 
to follow. We would 
also like to thank 
Thorhild County 
for the community 
grant that they so 
graciously gave us. 
That's all for now. 
Look out for our 
next 4-H article to 
see what's going 
on.  

Newbrook 4H Club is keeping busy Redwater School News

Grade 11 science students at Redwater School delved 
into hands-on learning as they investigated evidence of 
chemical reactions and practiced titration techniques.

Whether you’re escap-
ing to sunnier locations or 
you’re visiting family and 
friends, the RCMP is urg-
ing snowbirds and holiday 
travelers to take extra pre-
cautions to protect their 
mail and deliveries while 
they are away, keeping 
their property secure and 
preventing opportunistic 
theft.

Smoky Lake RCMP rec-
ommends the following 
measures to ensure your 
mail and packages remain 
secure during your absence:

•	 Canada Post offers 
a Mail Hold service, 
which temporari-
ly stops mail delivery 
while you’re away. 
Alternatively, you can 
use a Mail Forwarding 
service to have your 
mail sent to a trust-
ed friend or family 
member’s address for 
safekeeping.

•	 If you’re planning a 
shorter trip, enlist 
the help of a trusted 
neighbour or friend to 
collect your mail and 

packages daily.
•	 If you’re expecting 

deliveries while away, 
consider using a se-
cure parcel locker or 
selecting a pick-up lo-
cation with the deliv-
ery service.

•	 For long-term travel-
ers, installing a secure 
mail slot or drop box 
can be an effective way 
to receive letters and 
small packages with-
out worrying about 
them being stolen.

•	 A comprehensive 

home security sys-
tem, including camer-
as, doorbell cameras, 
and motion-activat-
ed lighting, can deter 
thieves and alert you 
to any unusual activ-
ity at your property. 
Be sure to install vis-
ible signage indicat-
ing that your home is 
under surveillance, 
which can discourage 
potential mail thieves.

•	 Before leaving, be 
sure to pause any sub-
scription services that 

deliver to your home, 
such as newspapers or 
magazines.

For more tips on how you 
can protect yourself from 
mail theft, follow us on 
Facebook @RCMPinAlberta 
and on X @RCMPAlberta.

Smoky Lake RCMP offers tips for snowbirds and 
holiday travelers to prevent mail theft while away

Please  Please  
recycle recycle 

this paperthis paper
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Division 1
Richard Filipchuk
Office: 780-656-0522

richard.filipchuk@thorhildcounty.com

Division 2
Angela Zilinski
Cell: 780-307-5846

angela.zilinski@thorhildcounty.com

Division 3
Joyce Pierce

Cell: 780-271-8458
joyce.pierce@thorhildcounty.com

Division 4
Reeve Janine Paly

Cell: 780-307-5978
janine.paly@thorhildcounty.com

Division 5
 Deputy Reeve Trevor Dafoe

Office: 780-656-8165
trevor.dafoe@thorhildcounty.com

COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
January 14, 2025

Below is a brief summary of decisions made at the January 14, 2025, Regular Council meeting:

Unfinished Business - Draft Bylaw 16-2024 Water and Wastewater Rates Bylaw
Council gave second and third readings to Draft Bylaw 16-2024, Water and Wastewater Rates  
Bylaw.

Unfinished Business - Community Grants
Council accepted for information the report on Community Grants.

Long Lake Ski Area
Council accepted for information the report on the Long Lake Ski Area.

Lamont County Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks (ICFs)
Council authorized the Reeve and CAO to sign the draft Intermunicipal Collaboration Frameworks 
amending agreement with Lamont County. 

Policy 203 - Councillor Remuneration
Council approved the revision to Policy 203 - Councillor Remuneration Schedule “A”,  Item 1. Salary, 
to reflect approved cost-of-living.

Draft Bylaw 01-2025 Operating Borrowing Bylaw
Council gave three readings to draft Bylaw 01-2025 Operating Borrowing Bylaw.

Draft Approving Authorities and Municipal Planning Commission Bylaw 02-2025
Council gave three readings to draft Approving Authorities and Municipal Planning Commission 
Bylaw 02-2025.

2025 Budget Summary
Council directed Administration to bring back the 2025 Budget Summary with the revised  
suggestions to a future Council meeting.

Winter Road Maintenance
Council directed Administration to bring back to a future Council meeting an analysis of the cost to 
clear snow per mile of road, to include wages, fuel, percentage of machine capital cost, and wear 
and tear on the blades

Correspondence for Action - Municipal Affairs
Council directed Administration to request a meeting with Minister McIver for the RMA Spring 
Convention 2025 and for Council to provide topics by January 24, 2025.

2024 SUMMER PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS
Congratulations to Margaret Allan Newell (bottom left) for her photo taken of a a vibrant rainbow spanning across a creek, which earned her First Prize in the 2024 Summer Photo Contest, and  

Jolene Hennessy (bottom right) for her Second Prize photo of  
a beautiful sunset casting a glow over a farm.  

Visit www.thorhildcounty.com  
and click on Discover Thorhild under the Community tab  

to see all the winning photos from 2022 to 2024.

Margaret A
llan Newell

Jolene Hennessy

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Bylaw Officer 

Part Time Temporary - One Year

For details, please visit our Careers page at  www.thorhildcounty.com.

Sites 7 & 11 at the Halfmoon Lake Campground are available for the 2025 season, which runs 
from May 15th to September 30th. The cost of the sites are $2,000 each for the season. A damage 
deposit of $250 is required. 

Thorhild County residents have until January 31, 2025, to obtain a site on a first come first serve 
basis.  If sites are still available, they will become available to County and Non County residents 
starting February 1. Anyone interested in a seasonal site may contact Kelly at kelly.patry@
thorhildcounty.com or 780-398-3741 ext. 2820. 

HALFMOON LAKE CAMPGROUND SITES

THORHILD COUNTY  
MUNICIPAL ELECTION 2025

The next municipal general election will be held on  
Monday, October 20, 2025. 

Elections will be held for the five (5), Councillor positions, 
one from each of the five (5) electoral divisions.

Nominations for the general election are open with Notice of Intent, Nominations, and Criminal 
Record Checks being accepted until 12:00 noon on September 22, 2025. (Thorhild County will be 
open for Nominations).

Every nomination must be accompanied by a deposit in the amount $100.00 paid in cash, by 
certified cheque, by money order, by e-transfer or by debit card or credit card.

Candidates will be required to provide a criminal record check conducted, within the calendar 
year of the election, by RCMP, at the sole expense of the candidate. Criminal record check must 
be submitted with the Candidate’s nomination.

Nomination packages pertaining to the 2025 Municipal Election are available at:
Thorhild County Administration Building
801 -1 Street Thorhild, AB

Find more information at:
www.thorhildcounty.com/Government/Election/2025-Municipal-Election

www.alberta.ca/municipal-elections.aspx

Carol Revega, Returning Officer 
Email: election@thorhildcounty.com

Dated: January 22, 2025

WHAT WE HEARD:  
Municipal Development Plan Review  

Results Now Available
Thorhild County Council is pleased to share the results of the “What We Heard” report from the 
recent Municipal Development Plan (MDP) Review open houses, hosted from November 25 to 
November 29, 2024.

We extend our gratitude to all residents who participated and shared their valuable insights. Your 
input is crucial in shaping the future of our community.

The “What We Heard” report is now available for viewing and provides a detailed summary of the 
feedback and ideas shared during the sessions.

To access the report, please www.bit.ly/MDP-Review

If you have any questions or additional comments, please don’t hesitate to contact:
Baily Lapp, RPP, MCIP
Manager of Planning & Development Services, Beairsto & Associates Engineering Ltd.
780-512-5818 or bailyl@baseng.ca

Thank you for your continued engagement in this important process.
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Details of the Program and application forms can be found on 
our website at www. redwater.ca

Completed Forms can be emailed to devofficer@redwater.ca  
or contact our office 780-942-3519 ext. 330

A sample of the skates and helmets that the Thorhild Agricultural Society has on 
hand for public rentals.

Reminder: Thorhild Arena has skate rentals

I spy…a great grey owl

By Brandie Majeau

The Thorhild Agri
cultural Society, in 
collaboration with 
Thorhild Central 
School, has put in 
great effort to acquire 
a diverse range of 
skates and helmets in 
various sizes.

All used equip-
ment from the school 
has been brought to 
the arena to include 
with the Thorhild Ag 
Society’s purchased 
items. These items are 
now available for rent 
during public skat-
ing sessions, shinny 
hockey games, and 
used free of charge 
for school field trips. 
This program aims to 
create a well-stocked 
equipment closet, 

ensuring that every 
child and community 
members can enjoy 
winter arena sports 
without the financial 
burden of purchasing 
skates and helmets.

The Thorhild Agri
cultural Society’s 
mission is to make 
winter sports acces-
sible to all families in 
our community. By 
providing these rental 
options, they hope to 
encourage participa-
tion in ice activities, 
promoting a sense of 
community and en-
couraging physical 
activity among resi-
dents of all ages.

To take advantage of 
this opportunity, the 
rental cost for both 
skates and helmets is 
just $2 each. In addition, 

the fee to skate or par-
ticipate in shinny hock-
ey is also $2.

This means that for 
an individual, the to-
tal cost to rent equip-
ment and enjoy a fun 
day of public skating 
would be only $6. The 
Thorhild Ag Society 
believes this afford-
able pricing mod-
el will enable more 
families to engage in 
these enjoyable win-
ter activities and cre-
ate lasting memories 
together.

They look forward 
to seeing everybody 
at the rink, and urge 
everyone to come out, 
have fun, and take 
part in the exciting 
winter sports that 
Thorhild County has 
to offer. 

By Brandie Majeau

Great Grey Owls, 
with their striking 
features and haunt-
ing presence, are one 
of Nature’s most cap-
tivating birds. Known 
for their extraordi-
nary size and unique 
appearance, they of-
ten evoke a sense of 
awe. Many individ-
uals may hear them 
calling from a thick-
et of trees or catch a 
fleeting glimpse of 
the Great Grey as it 
dives from its perch, 
however, the reality 
is that most people 
will go their entire 
lives without ever en-
countering this bird 
in the wild. This rar-
ity can be attributed 
to their tendency to 
inhabit remote areas 
and the limited data 
available regarding 
their actual popu-
lation numbers, as 

indicated by federal 
wildlife agencies.

Great Grey Owls are 
not known for their 
communal behaviors; 
they do not flock and 
generally do not mi-
grate long distances. 
Instead, they typical-
ly remain in the same 
geographical region 
throughout the year, 
breeding and winter-
ing within the same 
areas.

The population of 
these owls is known 
to fluctuate signifi-
cantly, largely influ-
enced by the cyclical 
changes in the pop-
ulations of their pri-
mary prey.

In Canada, the 
preferred habitat of 
Great Grey Owls con-
sists of dense, wet 
evergreen forests, 
located in the farther 
northern regions. 
These owls are adept 
hunters, often found 
foraging in meadows, 
fields and predomi-
nantly open spaces.

Human activities, 
particularly forest 
harvesting, pose the 
greatest threat to 
their populations. 
The removal of cru-
cial perch and nest-
ing trees diminishes 
the quality of their 
breeding habitat, 
making it increas-
ingly difficult for 
them to thrive.

Despite their elu-
sive nature, there has 
been a noticeable in-
crease in sightings of 

Great Grey Owls this 
year. For instance, a 
recent drive along a 
40-kilometer stretch 
of highway yield-
ed an astonishing 
twelve owls perched 
in treetops, on fence 
lines and upon power 
poles. This upsurge in 
visibility can largely 
be explained by the 
owls irruptive behav-
ior. Irruptive species, 
such as the Great 
Grey Owl, experi-
ence occasional years 
where their numbers 
exceed the norm, 
prompting them to 
wander further afield 
than usual.

The underlying 
causes of these ir-
ruption years remain 
somewhat elusive and 
are not yet fully un-
derstood. However, 
several theories have 
emerged. One prom-
inent explanation re-
volves around food 
availability during 
the breeding season. 
In years when prey 
populations are sig-
nificantly abundant, 
Great Grey Owls may 
lay a greater number 
of eggs, leading to 
higher survival rates 
among the hatch-
lings. This population 
boom can result in in-
creased competition 
for territory, forcing 
some owls to mi-
grate south in search 
of new winter hab-
itats. Alternatively, 
irruption years may 
also occur due to a 

shortage of food with-
in their typical winter 
range, compelling 
them to journey fur-
ther south to hunt for 
sustenance.

Conducting thor-
ough research on 

Great Grey Owls poses 
challenges due to their 
preference for remote, 
hard to access hab-
itats. Nevertheless, 
despite the difficulties 
in understanding the 
precise dynamics of 

their population fluc-
tuations, bird enthu-
siasts are fortunate 
to enjoy the breath-
taking sight of these 
magnificent crea-
tures during irruption 
years. 
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Redwater RCMP encourages 
rural residents to strengthen 

community safety through 
Rural Crime Watch

The Alberta 
RCMP, in part-
nership with the 
Alberta Provincial 
Rural Crime Watch 
Association, is en-
couraging residents 
in ranching, farm-
ing, and rural com-
munities to join 
their local Rural 
Crime Watch group 
or consider forming 
a chapter in their 
area.

Established in 
1978, the Rural 
Crime Watch pro-
gram has grown into 
a vital voluntary 

initiative that fos-
ters collaboration 
between rural resi-
dents and their lo-
cal RCMP detach-
ments. Its mission 
is to promote crime 
prevention through 
awareness, educa-
tion, and proactive 
reporting of sus-
picious activity. 
The Alberta RCMP 
continues to work 
with community 
partners, such as 
Rural Crime Watch 
(RCW) and Citizens 
on Patrol (COP), 
to promote crime 

prevention aware-
ness in commu-
nities throughout 
the province. RCW 
and COP volunteers 
support the Crime 
Reduction Strategy 
by acting as an ex-
tra set of “eyes 
and ears” in their 
communities.

Across Alberta, 
Rural Crime Watch 
associations are fo-
cusing their efforts 
on farmstead, acre-
age, and rural prop-
erty security, as well 
as property identi-
fication and general 

crime awareness. 
Programs like 
Report a Poacher 
further extend the 
impact of the initia-
tive, contributing 
to both rural safety 
and environmental 
stewardship.

C o m m u n i t i e s 
with active Rural 
Crime Watch 
groups often dis-
play signage at en-
try points, signal-
ing their collective 
commitment to 
crime prevention. 
These signs not 
only deter potential 

criminals but also 
reflect the strong 
partnerships be-
tween local res-
idents and law 
enforcement.

For more infor-
mation on how to 
join or establish a 
Rural Crime Watch 
group in your area, 
visit www.rural-
crimewatch.ab.ca

To learn more 
about crime pre-
vention follow us 
on Facebook @
R C M P i n A l b e r t a 
and on X @
RCMPAlberta.

Ochre Park 
School News

The students of Ochre Park 
School's Classroom of the Month, 
3/4 W, demonstrated exceptional 
dedication by ensuring their food 
donations reached the local food 
bank. Their efforts reflect the 
school's commitment to fostering 
a spirit of giving and teamwork 
among its students.

Pepper's Petro  
Canada 

YOUR AD
HERE!

www.theredwaterreview.com
Call 780-942-2023
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Agricultural
Square shedded grass hay bales. No 
rain. $8.50 each (minimum of 25) or $8.00 
each (minimum of 100). Located in the 
Namao area. Call Robert at 780-973-5846

Bulls 

Registered Red & Black Angus bulls 
for sale.  Call 780-986-9088.

House for Sale 

229 - 6th Street, Thorhild
680 sqft, move-in ready, about 75km 

northeast of Edmonton. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 

hardwood floors, front and back decks, ga-

rage, garden plot, Full basement (laundry 

area, bathroom, exercise room and more). 

Drive through corner lot, Edmonton water.

Asking: $173,000
Phone or Text: Lil: 780-283-2343

1 & 2 YEAR OLD REGISTERED RED 

ANGUS BULLS, quiet, easy calving (59-

90 # BW, with high CE scores), with great 

WW's, lots of length and growth. From 6 

herd sires. EPD's available. Selling quali-

ty bulls for heifers and cows since 1992. 

Cleveley Cattle Company 780-689-2754.

Livestock

For Sale Simmental bulls, yearlings and 

two-year-olds. Semen tested. Free deliv-

ery. Call 780-914-2521.

WANTED 
Coin collections, bank notes , me-
chanical watches, hockey  cards, vintage 
toys etc. We will come to you. Call 780 
-999- 6105.

SMALL ADS BIG REACH Classified Word Ads require Payment 
with Order. Low cost - high circulation. Your ad will also run free 
in the Morinville Free Press. Up to 25 words: $15.00 per week, GST 
included. Additional words: 50c/ each. Deadline: Thursday 2:00 
p.m.  Phone 780-942-2023   E-mail: redwaterreview@gmail.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND CLAIMANTS

Estate of Dean Mark Jespersen, who died 
on March 17, 2024.

If you have a claim against this Estate, you 
must file your claim by March 31, 2025.

with  Janice Tobias
at  P.O Box 754 Thorhild 
  AB T0A 3J0 

If you do not file by the date set out 
above, the Estate property can lawfully be 
distributed without regard to any claim you 
may have.

Thorhild Central 
School News

Congratulations to Thorhild Central's  Senior High 
Boys' basketball team for securing second place at the 
Daysland tournament. The team displayed incredible 
determination, battling hard in a thrilling final game 
that went into overtime. The school community is 
immensely proud of their effort and sportsmanship!


