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Portable 
Monitoring 

Station 
Report 

Released: 
Newbrook 
residents 

experience 
similar air 
quality to 

other Airshed 
communities
Heartland Air 

Monitoring Part ner
ship (HAMP) uses a 
portable station to 
determine air mon
itoring needs in the 
Airshed and capture 
data that charac
terizes air quality in 
the communities it 
serves.

Between February 
2023 to January 2024, 
the Keith Purves 
Portable (KPP) Station 
collected air quality 
measurements in the 
Hamlet of Newbrook. 
The 12month project 
showed Newbrook’s 
Air Quality Health 
Index (AQHI) was 
a low risk to health 
more than 87% of the 
time – slightly more 
often than six other 
Airshed communi
ties compared in the 
report.

The slightly bet
ter rating suggests 
Newbrook was less af
fected by the spread of 
wildfire smoke across 
the Airshed than oth
er areas. Overall, how
ever, air quality re
sults show Newbrook 
experiences very sim
ilar air quality to other 
Airshed communities 
during regional air 
quality events such as 
wildfires and winter
time temperature in
versions. Newbrook’s 
air quality was a mod
erate risk to health 
8% of the time and a 
high or very high risk 
to health just over 4% 
of the time during the 
project.

In addition to 
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Get your 
paint on

Donna Y poses with the 
Home Hardware beach 
paint night.

Photos courtesy of Ravenwoods Studio
By Brandie Majeau

Redwater is now 
home to a fun and cre
ative way to spend an 
evening with friends. 
Ravenwoods Studio is 
where aspiring artists 
can book a paint night 
for a group of 420 
people. Led by local 
artist Donna Y, this 

unique experience is 
perfect for beginners 
and advanced artists 
alike. It is an oppor
tunity to unleash cre
ativity and make un
forgettable memories!

Donna Y relocat
ed to Redwater from 
Toronto, Ontario, 
where she successful
ly managed Brushes 

& Cocktails paint 
events. She organized 
passionate paint night 
events for residents of 
upscale rental build
ings in the downtown 
area on a monthly ba
sis. Donna has contin
ued to make a creative 
impact on the com
munity by establish
ing the Artisan Corner 

at Home Hardware’s 
Garden Centre. She 
initially held art class
es at the Redwater 
Art Society upon her 
arrival.

Donna’s longcher
ished dream of having 
her own artistic sanc
tuary has finally come 
true. Ravenwoods Stu  
dio, her creative work 

area and inspiring art 
gallery, is now a real
ity. The space boasts a 
cozy coffee and snack 
corner and serves 
as the venue for de
lightful paint nights. 
The grand opening 
on September 14th 
was celebrated with 

By Brandie Majeau

Public hearings are a 
fundamental process 
of local government, 

allowing residents to 
participate in import
ant decisionmaking 
processes. With the 
recent public hearing 

being held, the Town 
of Redwater wants 
to ensure everyone 
understands how it 
works.

The Town of 
Redwater must 
have a Public Par
ticipation Policy un
der Section 216.1(1) 
of the Municipal 
Government Act. 
This policy ensures 
that residents are 
involved in deci
sionmaking pro
cesses that affect their 
community. Public 
hearings fall under 
Level 2 Consultative 
Decisions and are de
signed to gather input 
before making deci
sions to consider the 
views and concerns of 
residents.

Public hearings 
are formal meetings 
where residents can 
express their opinions 
on proposed bylaws, 
zoning changes, land 
use amendments, and 
other municipal mat
ters before making a 
final decision. They are  
a legal requirement 
for specific decisions 
under the Municipal 
Government Act 
(MGA). Public hear
ings are not a vote. 
They do not directly 
decide whether a pro
posal is approved or 
rejected. They are not 
a forum for personal 
grievances unrelated 

By Brandie Majeau

Residents near 
Smoky Lake and 
Thorhild County, 
particularly in the 
Newbrook area, feel 
unsettled and frus
trated due to a re
cent increase in rural 
breakins and thefts. 
They are criticizing 
the “catchandre
lease” bail system, 
expressing concerns 

that repeat offenders 
are being released too 
quickly with no real 
consequences. This 
situation, locals feel, 
leads to a crime cycle 

that repeatedly tar
gets the same areas.

Theft has become 
a major concern in 
these communities 
and is being discussed 

everywhere, from cof
fee shops to the post 
office and grocery 
stores. As theft con
tinues to be a problem 
in these areas, local 
community members 
are urging each oth
er to be proactive and 
vigilant. They are not 
advocating for vigilan
te justice or personal 
interference but ask
ing everyone to come 
together and take pre
ventive measures.

With thefts per
sisting and thieves 

targeting the same 
properties multiple 
times, the community 
is uniting to encourage 
people to keep their 
yard lights on, lock 
their gates, remove 
keys from motorized 
vehicles, and, most 
importantly, speak 
up. They are also urg
ing everyone to check 
on their neighbors 
and report any suspi
cious behavior.

The monetary loss 

Residents say, “Enough!”

Understanding public hearings
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determining the ef
fects of regional air 
quality events, the 
portable monitoring 
project also sought to 
determine:

• The possible in
fluence of emis
sions near the 
hamlet (such as a 
Class II landfill 5 
km away); and

• The longrange 
effects of air con
taminants when 
winds are blow
ing from the 
Edmonton Me
tro politan Area 
and the Industrial 
Heartland, giv
en Newbrook’s 

location near 
HAMP’s northern 
boundary.

Data analysis sho
wed that when the 
wind was coming from 
the southeast quadrant 
of the Airshed (where 
most emission sourc
es are located) levels 
of sulphur dioxide, ni
trogen dioxide and fine 
particulate matter still 
remained well below 
provincial objectives 
for the vast majority 
of the time. Nor were 
landfill emissions 
found to have any ap
preciable impact on the 
local air quality.

About Heartland 
Air Monitoring Part 
nership:

Heartland Air Moni
toring Part nership 
monitors the air quali
ty in a 4,500 square ki
lometre region north
east of Edmonton that 
includes Alberta’s 
Industrial Heartland. 
Continuous data is 
collected 24 hours 
a day, seven days 
a week and gener
ated through a live 
data feed accessible 
to anyone who vis
its www.heartlan
dairmonitoring.org. 
HAMP air quality 
monitoring and re
porting is guided by 
a scientific advisory 
group and driven by 
national and provin
cial standards.

Here are the high
lights from Sturgeon 
County Council’s 
regular meeting on 
September 24, 2024. 

Request for 
Utility Charge 
Cancellation – 
Utility Account 

08155.020 
Council heard a re

quest from property 
owners to waive util
ity charges caused by 
burst frozen pipes.  
A recommendation 
from Administration 
will be presented to 
Council at a future 
Council meeting. 

Bylaw 1638/23 
– Road Closure – 
Portion of Range 

Road 222 – Second 
and Third Readings 

Council gave second 
and third (final) read
ings of Bylaw 1638/23, 
following a public 
hearing on the matter 

held earlier this year. 
This bylaw addresses 
rightofway require
ments in support of a 
proposed expansion 
of Cando Rail and 
Terminals existing rail 
terminal in Sturgeon 
County. 

Rural 
Municipalities of 

Alberta Resolutions  
Council autho

rized the submission 
of a resolution to the 
Rural Municipalities 
of Alberta advocat
ing that the asso
ciation commit to 
hosting an annual 
“Alberta Room” at 
the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities 
Conference to show
case the province and 
enhance interprovin
cial relationships. 

Council also autho
rized the submission 
of a resolution to the 

Rural Municipalities 
of Alberta advocating 
that the Government 
of Alberta and the 
Government of 
Canada strengthen 
their direct collabo
ration to accelerate 
the implementation 
of broadband infra
structure projects in 
rural Alberta. 

Appointment 
of Chair to the 

Assessment Review 
Boards  

Council appoint
ed D. Lee Danchuk as 
Chair of the County’s 
Assessment Review 
Board effective im
mediately, to carry 
out duties prescribed 
in the Municipal 
Government Act and 
Sturgeon County’s 
Bylaw 1409/18.  

Public Hearing – 
Estates of Tuscany 
Outline Plan 

A Public Hearing 
was held to provide 
opportunity to the 
public to comment on 
the Estates of Tuscany 
Outline Plan which 
proposes to establish 
a new nonstatutory 
planning document 
for the land legally de
scribed as NE 1354
254 in the Sturgeon 
Valley. 

Advanced notifi
cation for this Public 
Hearing was provided 
on Sturgeon County’s 
website, in local 
newspapers, on social 
media, and on road 
signs.  

Council will con
sider input received 

during the Public 
Hearing and make a 
decision at a future 
Council meeting.  

Public Hearing 
– Bylaw 1648/24 – 
Estates of Tuscany 

Redistricting 
A Public Hearing 

was held to provide 
opportunity to the 
public to comment 
on Bylaw 1648/24, 
which proposes to 
redistrict a portion 
of NE 1354254 in 
the Sturgeon Valley 
from AG – Agriculture 
District to R7 – 
Transitional Valley 
Residential District 
and PU – Public Utility  
District. 

Advanced noti
fication for this Public 
Hearing was provided 
on Sturgeon County’s 
website, in local news
papers, on social me
dia, and on road signs. 

Council will con
sider input received 
during the Public 
Hearing and make a 
decision at a future 
Council meeting. 

Next Council 
Meeting 

The next Sturgeon 
County Council meet
ing will be held at 9 
a.m. on October 8, 
2024. Future agen
das and past meeting 
minutes can be found 
online. 

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Portable Monitoring Station

Get your paint on

a birthday after
noon paint event for 
a group of seven. The 
event was a hit, with 
everyone having a 
great time and pick
ing up new painting 
techniques.

Donna has a natu
ral talent for creating 
a relaxed and com
fortable atmosphere, 
guiding participants 
as they paint their way 
through serene beach 
scenes or vibrant pop
py fields. Recently, 
she delighted a group 
of grandmothers and 
granddaughters with 
a special session, 
where they bond
ed over giggles, tea, 
coffee, cookies, and 

beautiful paintings to 
take home as memen
tos of their cherished 
time together.

The space also pla
yed host to a memora
ble Staff Appreciation 
endofseason event 
for Redwater’s Home 
Hardware. The eve
ning began with a de
lectable dinner and 
culminated in a col
lective painting ses
sion of a beach scene. 
The event ran seam
lessly, providing a 
wonderful experience 
for everyone involved. 
To top it off, the group 
was pleasantly sur
prised by their artistic 
prowess and left feel
ing as though they had 
caught a bit of a tan  or 
was it just a rosy glow 

from all the laughter 
and camaraderie?

Ravenwoods has 
over thirty paintings to 
choose from for paint 
events. Groups are 
encouraged to pick a 
date and email raven
woodsstudio@gmail.
com to get the paint 
brush going. Explore 
the website at https://
www.facebook.com/
ravenwoodsstudio, 
navigate to the pho
tos/albums section, 
and choose the “paint 
nights” category to 
pick a painting that 
the group would be 
interested in trying. 
Donna Y also accepts 
requests, so if there 
is a specific theme or 
subject in mind, feel 
free to reach out. 

Sturgeon County Council meeting highlights

YOUR AD
HERE!

www.theredwaterreview.com

Call 
780-942-2023
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www.chasingmortgages.ca
10525 170 St NW Unit 107, Edmonton, AB T5P 4W2

Cell: 780.907.0860 Fax: 1.877.239.8430
Email: chase.leitner@mortgagegroup.com

Chase Leitner Mortgage Associate

Dedicated to Helping You Achieve 
Your Homeownership Dreams

Residential Mortgages • First-Time Homebuyer • Refi nancing
Mortgage Pre-Approvals • Client-Focused Solutions

As a licensed mortgage agent with the 
Mortgage Group (TMG) and extensive 
experience in � nancial services, I am 
committed to providing clients with tailored 
solutions for their mortgage needs. 
Whether you’re a � rst-time 
homebuyer, looking to 
re� nance, or seeking 
investment opportunities, 
my goal is to make 
the mortgage process 
smooth, transparent, and 
stress-free.

Having completed my 
education through the Real 
Estate School of Alberta, I am licensed with 
both AMBA and RECA. I bring a client-� rst 
approach, combining industry knowledge 
with personalized service. My mission is to 
guide individuals and families through one 

of the most signi� cant � nancial decisions of 
their lives, ensuring they feel con� dent every 
step of the way.

I also collaborate closely with 
experienced industry professionals, 

including my mentor Mike 
LaRue, to continually re� ne 
and expand my expertise. 
Together, we are building a 
team dedicated to delivering 

exceptional mortgage 
services.

At the heart of my work is a 
passion for helping people secure the 

home of their dreams while building lasting 
relationships based on trust and integrity. As I 
grow in this � eld, I’m committed to providing 
an exceptional client experience that is as 
rewarding as it is reliable.

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































2 Houses for Rent 
in Waskatenau

24102RR0
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Your career ad at Your career ad at www.theredwaterreview.comwww.theredwaterreview.com

Copyright: No material - news, graphics or advertising may be re-
produced without the written permission of the publisher. Failure 
to obtain consent may result in legal action. Advertising is accept-
ed on the condition that, in the event of a typographical error, 
that portion of the advertisement occupied by the erroneous item 
will not be charged for, but the balance of the advertisement will 
be paid for at the applicable rate. The publisher reserves the right 
to accept or refuse any or all material whether editorial or adver-
tising submitted for publication, and maintains the right to exer-
cise discretion in these matters. All material submitted is accepted 
on the understanding that it may also be posted to the internet 
in a digital form of the newspaper or supporting information.

Redwater Curling AGM

Oct 10@6:30pm
Golf Club Lounge

All Welcome to 
attend 

Lost
Males wedding band 

Lost a couple of weeks ago between 
the Golf Course and the Pembina 

Fitness entrances. 
Contact John at 780-942-2973.

SCHOOL NEWS

Jobs at Métis Crossing
Would you like to be part of Alberta’s 
premier cultural destination? We have 
exciting opportunities in the following 
areas at Métis Crossing. 

To learn more visit:  
metiscrossing.com/join-our-team 
Interested? Submit you resume to:  
employmentmc@metis.org 

Accommodations Experiences Team 
Culinary Experiences Team 
Cultural Experiences Team 
Facilities Team 
Finance Team 
Human Resources Team 

17339 Victoria Trail Smoky Lake, AB T0A 3C0

Bulls 
Registered Red 
& Black Angus 
bulls for sale.  Call 
780-986-9088.

1 & 2 YEAR OLD REG-
ISTERED RED AN-
GUS BULLS, quiet, easy 
calving (59-90 # BW, 
with high CE scores), 
with great WW's, lots 

of length and growth. 
From 6 herd sires. EPD's 
available. Selling quali-
ty bulls for heifers and 
cows since 1992. Clev-
eley Cattle Company 
780-689-2754.

Livestock
For Sale Simmen-
tal bulls, yearlings and 

two-year-olds. Semen 
tested. Free delivery. 
Call 780-914-2521.

Pasture Land 
Wanted

Livestock pasture 
land wanted to rent 
in Thorhild, Newbrook 
or Redwater area. Call 
780-914-2521.

WANTED 
Coin collections, 
bank notes , mechanical 
watches , hockey  cards, 
vintage toys etc. We will 
come to you. Call 780 
-999- 6105.

LOOKING FOR 1950/ 
1960 Volkswagons in 
any condition. Please call 
587-832-3679.

SMALL ADS BIG REACH Classified Word Ads require Payment with Order. Low cost - high circulation. Your ad will also run free in the Morinville 
Free Press. Up to 25 words: $15.00 per week, GST included. Additional words: 50c/ each. Deadline: Thursday 2:00 p.m.  Phone 780-942-2023   
E-mail: redwaterreview@gmail.com
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Schlamp, 
Gordon Edward
April 18, 1949 - September 25, 2024
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SCHOOL NEWS

Pepper's Petro Canada 

THE HOETMER TEAM

REAL ESTATE
Each offi ce independently 
owned & operated.
9909-103 St, Fort Saskatchewan

Raymond 
Hoetmer 
780-719-2241

Austin 
Hoetmer 
780-221-2842

Website: ahoetmer.remax.ca
Email: rhoetmer@live.com

Facebook: The Hoetmer Team 

This charming 1.5-story home in Redwater offers an unbeat-
able location, backing onto the 6th hole of the Redwater Golf 
Course and just steps from the hockey arena and Redwater 
School. The main fl oor features a cozy living room, a kitchen 
with newer appliances and a spacious pantry, a 3-piece bath-
room, a mudroom, and one bedroom. The upper fl oor, cur-
rently used as a primary bedroom with ample closet space, 
can easily be converted back into two separate bedrooms 
as it once was. The unfi nished basement provides excellent 
storage space and potential for future development. Out-
side, enjoy a fully fenced yard with a fi re pit and pergola, 
perfect for relaxing or entertaining. The double detached 
heated garage is a standout feature, complete with a private 
bar for hosting gatherings, and still offers plenty of space 
for parking. Additional outdoor parking, including space for 
an RV. Upgrades over the years, including shingles, fencing, 
most windows and renovations to the kitchen & bathroom. 

This three-bedroom condo features brand-new carpets on 
the upper level, along with a new dishwasher and stove in 
the kitchen. The top fl oor includes a primary bedroom with 
a walk-in closet, makeup vanity, and a 2-piece ensuite, plus 
two additional bedrooms and a 4-piece bathroom. The main 
fl oor offers a spacious living room with a gas fi replace and 
access to the fenced yard, as well as a large eat-in kitchen and 
a 2-piece bathroom. The undeveloped basement provides a 
blank canvas, ready for your personal touch.

What a fantastic location! This charming 2+1 bedroom home 
backs onto Poplar Park, offering privacy with no rear neigh-
bors and just a short walk to the elementary school. The main 
fl oor features an open layout, including a cozy wood-burning 
fi replace, a dining area that opens to a covered deck, and a 
kitchen with a lovely view of the park. This level also includes 
a 4-piece main bathroom, a primary bedroom with a 2-piece 
ensuite, and an additional bedroom. The single attached ga-
rage is conveniently located at the end of the hallway. The 
basement offers an extra bedroom with its own 3-piece en-
suite, a laundry room, and a rec room with a wood-burning 
stove. The space is ready for your personal touch with new 
fl ooring needed in the basement. Recent upgrades include 
a high-effi ciency furnace with central A/C, a tankless water 
heater, and a fully fenced yard.

Welcome to this 4-level split in Redwater with a heated dou-
ble attached garage, backing onto green space for privacy. 
This home features many upgrades, including a new concrete 
driveway, shingles, central A/C, a renovated kitchen with ma-
ple cabinets and quartz countertops, updated upper-level 
bathrooms, new fl ooring, and most windows. The main fl oor 
offers a spacious living room, kitchen, and dining area with 
patio doors to a covered deck. Upstairs, you’ll fi nd three bed-
rooms, including a primary with a 3-piece ensuite and walk-in 
closet, plus a 4-piece bathroom. The lower level includes a 
family room with a fi replace, a bedroom, 2-piece bath with 
laundry, and walkout access to the backyard. The basement 
has a rec area, utility room, and storage. The large backyard 
includes a shed, greenhouse, and wiring for a hot tub. This 
well-maintained home offers privacy and comfort in a great 
location!

Looking for a property with great potential to build equity 
quickly or fl ip? Look no further! This 2-bedroom bungalow, 
situated on a spacious corner lot in Redwater, offers a solid 
foundation and is ready for some TLC. With a little attention 
to the home and yard, you can restore it to its former charm 
and beauty.

This recently updated 1,229 sq. ft. bungalow is situated on .5 
acre lot just a short distance from the town of Smoky Lake. 
The beautifully renovated kitchen features a breakfast nook, 
quartz countertops, and stainless steel appliances. Adjacent 
is the dining room, leading to a sunken living room with a 
cozy fi replace. The main fl oor offers 3 bedrooms, including a 
primary bedroom with a 2-piece ensuite, and a 5-piece main 
bathroom. The basement is prepped and ready for your fi n-
ishing touches, with drywall and primer already in place. It 
includes a spacious rec room, a bedroom, a den, a 3-piece 
bathroom, a utility room, and cold storage, along with an 
exterior door and stairs for easy access to the backyard. A 
highlight of the property is the dream garage/shop, mea-
suring 26x38, complete with a new natural gas heater and 
front and rear overhead doors, providing convenient drive-
through access.

 $244,900 $244,900

$124,900$124,900

$284,900$284,900

$369,900$369,900

 $109,900 $109,900

$379,000$379,000

Give us a call or visit Give us a call or visit 
our website to view our website to view 

all of our listingsall of our listings

soldsold

5224 54ST REDWATER

#14 CEDARWOOD, REDWATER

5330 64 ST REDWATER

5353 65ST REDWATER

5231 54ST REDWATER

17339 TWP RD 592A, SMOKY LAKE COUNTY

5

Canadian newspapers are powered by 
journalists, not AI. They check the facts 
so you can trust what you’re reading. 
That’s why 4 in 5 people in Canada come 
back each week for more. Thanks for 
keeping it real with us.

nationalnewspaperweek.ca

Redwater School's Junior High cosmetology students were constantly working on 
gore makeup, perfecting their skills with fake blood, bruises, and scars. It was a fun 
and creative way for them to get into the Halloween spirit while learning practical 
techniques for special effects makeup.
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FIRE  PREVENTION WEEK 
OCTOBER 6-12, 2024

Install smoke alarms inside 
each bedroom and outside 
every sleeping area.

Every level of the home needs a 
smoke alarm. Large homes may 
need extra smoke alarms.

It is best to use interconnected smoke 
alarms. When one smoke alarm sounds, 

they all sound.

Test smoke alarms at least once a 
month. Press the test button to 

be sure the alarm is working.

People hard of hearing or deaf 
can use special alarms with 

strobe lights and bed shakers.

Replace all smoke alarms 
when they are 10 years old.

A smoke alarm should be installed 
on the ceiling or high on a wall.

Keep smoke alarms away from the kitchen 
to reduce false alarms. They should be at 
least 10 metres from the stove.

Smoke alarms are a key part of a home fire escape plan. 
When there is a fire, smoke spreads fast.  Working smoke 

alarms give you early warning so you can get outside quickly.

SMOKE ALARMS AT HOME
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Register to Bid & View the Full List with Live Auction World
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to the matter at hand, 
and the goal is to gath
er relevant feedback 
on a specific issue or 
proposal. It is nec
essary to understand 
the importance of 
public hearings as re
quired by law for cer
tain actions, such as 
adopting or amending 
bylaws and making 
significant land use 
changes. This allows 
residents to under
stand the concept of 
procedural fairness, 
which ensures that 
everyone has a fair 
chance to participate 
and that decisions are 

made based on the 
facts and feedback 
presented during the 
hearing. Procedural 
fairness involves 
providing notice and 
opportunity, equal 
access to informa
tion, impartiality, 
the right to be heard, 
and transparency in 
decisionmaking.

The Council’s role 
during a public hear
ing is to listen to 
public input, ask 
questions to inform 
their decisionmak
ing process and avoid 
debating with the 
public. Council mem
bers must approach 
the hearing with an 

open mind, remain 
impartial, and con
sider all perspectives 
presented. This com
mitment to neutrality 
allows them to make 
informed decisions 
based on the feedback 
received, demon
strating respect for 
the community’s 
voice and concerns.

After a public hear
ing, the Town Council 
deliberates and de
cides based on the 
feedback and evidence 
provided. No decision 
is made during the 
hearing itself. Council 
members consider the 
opinions of residents, 
technical reports, 

Continued from page 1

expert opinions, and 
municipal policies be
fore making a final 
decision. Public hear
ings are important for 

maintaining procedu
ral fairness and ensur
ing that all residents 
can voice their opin
ions  on important 

com munity issues. 
Feed  back from resi
dents, whether for or 
against a proposal, is 
essential to the process. 

Thorhild School participated in their first junior volleyball tournament, and 
everyone did a great job!
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from theft is signif
icant, but the addi
tional damage adds to 
the cost and makes it 
even harder to cope. 
The ongoing cycle is 
exhausting, especial
ly for residents who 
have been victims of 
these crimes. As the 
problem persists, 
people feel angry and 
overwhelmed, and 
question their right 
to feel safe in their 
communities.

Simon Landhauser, 
a hobby farm owner, 
was recently target
ed. The violation of 
their safe haven left 
Landhauser feeling a 
sense of helplessness 
and his wife afraid. 
Thieves targeted their 
property one night, 
and the Landhausers 
were alerted by their 
security system. 
Upon contacting lo  
cal law enforce
ment, they were 
disappointed that 
they, driving from 
Edmonton, beat local 
law enforcement to 
the property. Adding 
to their frustration, 
the thieves returned 
the following night 
but were deterred by 
an obstacle placed 
in the driveway. 
Simon Landhauser 

was disheartened as 
he remarked, “They 
didn’t leave much ex
cept underwear and 
socks. It was our hap
py place.”

For many, this is 
a familiar story, a 
feeling of helpless
ness and a feeling 
of being unheard or 
supported by local 
law enforcement and 
politicians. There 
is an understand
ing of police being 
stretched thin, but 
rural residents feel 
this is no longer an 
excuse. They feel like 
nothing is happen
ing. When discussing 
their loss, victims 
are often met with 
the response of “at 
least it’s just stuff,” 
a comment referring 
to people being safe 
as an outcome. While 
most agree, some
times, stuff is not just 
stuff. It is irreplace
able keepsakes, or 
worse, the irreplace
able feeling of safety. 
And for most, that is 
what it comes down 
to, not the loss, not 
the increased cost of 
insurance, not the  
frustration of feeling 
like they are unable 
to do more or are not 
fully informed...they 
just want to feel safe. 

Continued from page 1


