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What's Abee 
up to now?

By Brandie Majeau

As Abee continues 
to make use of its local 
hall, the community 
is being encouraged to 
explore new skills and 
discover hidden tal-
ents. Each new course 
provides communi-
ty members with an 
opportunity to delve 
into an art they may 
have experience in 
or something entire-
ly new. Regardless of 
the case, it is a chance 
to refine skills and 
engage in the most 
enjoyable part – shar-
ing the company of 
others.

With the Christmas 
season rapidly ap-
proaching, the team 
behind "What's Abee 
Up To Now" orga-
nized a paper piecing 

potholder course. In 
simple terms, pa-
per piecing involves 
using paper shapes/
patterns as a guide 
and stabilizer for 
hand-sewn or quilt-
ing projects. Amidst 
piles of festive fabrics 
and sewing machines 
adorning the tables, 
the group immersed 
themselves in this 
technique to each 
create a set of cheerful 
Santa-inspired pot-
holders. The tutorial 
was truly remarkable, 
providing not only an 
educational guide to 
paper piecing but also 
assisting all sewers in 
making use of those 
leftover fabric scraps.

The crafting day 
came full circle as a 

By Brandie Majeau

On the morning of 
November 8, Diamond 
Spring Lodge extend-
ed an invitation to 
Susan Krochter, the 
chairperson of the 
Redwater Food Bank, 
to receive a gener-
ous donation on be-
half of its residents. 
On October 14, 2023, 
Diamond Spring 
Lodge hosted a har-
vest dinner fundraiser 
with the goal of rais-
ing funds to enhance 
the quality of life for 

its residents. The 
event was a tremen-
dous success, raising 
$5,200 for this pur-
pose. As part of their 
fundraising cam-
paign, the residents 
of Diamond Spring 
Lodge decided to do-
nate 25% of their pro-
ceeds to the Redwater 
Food Bank as a way 
of giving back to the 
community.

Krochter graciously 
accepted a contribu-
tion of over $1,600 on 

continued on page 11

Continued on page 4

Diamond Springs Lodge 
residents give back

Corey Rourke, Daimond Spring Lodge staff, sits at a table of baked goods donated by the staff for the silent auction.

A leather bridle was crafted and donated by a resident 
of Diamond Spring Lodge for the silent auction. There 
was also a BBQ donated by the family of a former 
resident of Diamond Spring.

Photo courtesy of Lori Lahti
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Meeting schedule is subject to change. Members of the public are 
welcome to observe or listen in. For teleconference details and links to 
the livestream, click on the meetings notice in the following locations:

Council Meetings: SturgeonCounty.ca/CouncilMeetings
Board and Committee Meetings: SturgeonCounty.ca/Boards
Public Hearings: SturgeonCounty.ca/PublicNotices

December Meetings 
and Important Dates

Subdivision and Development Appeal Board

Economic Development Advisory Board

Governance and Council Services Committee

Development Services Office Lunch Closure

Regular Council followed by Committee of the Whole

All County Offices partial closure for staff function

Subdivision and Development Appeal Board

Holiday Closure

Holiday Closure

Holiday Closure

Holiday Closure

Dec. 5

Dec. 6

Dec. 7

Dec. 7

Dec. 12

Dec. 13

Dec. 19

Dec. 25

Dec. 26

Dec. 27

Jan. 1

2:00 PM

12:00 PM

10:00 AM

11:00 - 1:00 PM

9:00 AM

11:45 - 1:15 PM

2:00 PM

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

JANUARY 19 - 
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Your career ad at  
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Kid's cornercorner

Sponsored by

If you could 
be ANYTHING 
you want for 
Halloween, 
what would 

you be? Why?
"One witch.  I 
like witches.  

Just one."

Sofie
Kindergarten

Ochre Park Shcool

(upstairs meeting room)

Monday, December 4th 2023

ART SALE

th

Anniversary F. M.  Jeannie Hare *

F. M. Glenda Lewisch *

24 & 25 of November 2023

Exclusive Art Sale 
Featuring Local Artists

Free admission & parking
Free Beverages

Redwater Art Society Gallery
4920 - 47 Street, Redwater, Alberta

Nov 24, 5 pm - 8 pm 

Nov 25, 11 am - 5 pm 

Meet & Greet the Artists
and have some free cake.

You might discover a perfect gift for 
someone special, that might even be you!

Final Day of Sale Last chance until the
new year 

F.M. Doreen Stachniak. *

F.M. Joanne Weeks. *

*F.M. Founding Members
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Minister Dale Nally addresses the Harvest Dinner Fundraiser guests.

behalf of the Redwater 
Food Bank. During 
the presentation, 
Krochter addressed 
those gathered, ex-
plaining that the 
Redwater Food Bank 
now provides sup-
port to 250 families 

annually, helping to 
feed 1,900 people. 
With food banks facing 
increasing challeng-
es and a significant 
rise in demand, Susan 
Krochter discussed 
the growing needs of 
these organizations. 
The Redwater Food 
Bank serves a diverse 

range of individu-
als in the Redwater, 
Thorhild, Newbrook, 
Radway, and Sturgeon 
County areas, with 
their clients spanning 
from three months 
old to ninety-sev-
en years old. Today’s 
donation will be used 
to purchase produce, 

meat, eggs, and milk, 
which will help ap-
proximately fifty fam-
ilies. As the residents 
applauded the accep-
tance of the donation, 
Krochter was heard 
repeatedly expressing 
her gratitude, saying, 
“Thank you so much!”

The amazing 

opportunities and 
ability to give back to 
the community would 
not be possible with-
out the phenome-
nal Diamond Spring 
Lodge staff and vol-
unteers, as well as the 
Pioneer Club.  Their 
gratitude extends to 
the many sponsors, 

whose donations 
help them reach 
their goals.  Diamond 
Spring Lodge would 
like to offer a special 
thank you to North 
West Refineries, 
Theo's Pharmacy, 
Ltd. Oilfield, Connect 
Energy, IGA, OK Tire 
and Tim Horton's.

Continued from page 1

By Brandie Majeau

The speaker clears 
his throat before ad-
dressing the crowd. 
There is an acknowl-
edgment of the 75th 
anniversary of the 
first United Nations 
peacekeeping mis-
sion. Wreaths sur-
round a war monu-
ment, and poppies 
stand brightly against 
lapels and breast 
pockets. Tiny voices 
inquire about what 
things are and what 
is happening. Faces 
marked by time 
watch silently and 
reflectively. The Last 
Post begins, and the 
flags are slowly low-
ered. It is coinciden-
tal that the train is 
rolling through town 
at this moment, its 
whistle piercing the 
cool morning air. The 
train moves on, and 
the whistle fades just 
as the clock strikes 
11:11 am. Silence. 
Except, not quite si-
lent. Someone swal-
lows hard, and sever-
al sniffles of emotion 
are muffled by gloved 
hands. There is a 
soft sob unable to be 
contained.

This ceremony was 
one of many com-
munities across 
Canada hosting and 
honouring National 
Remembrance Day. 
Each ceremony would 
be slightly different, 
with some commu-
nities having only a 
handful of attendees 
while others would 
gather by the tens of 
thousands. However, 
they all would have 
looked essential-
ly the same. At the 
heart of National 
Remembrance Day, 
participants gather 
to reflect and honour 
those who have giv-
en their lives to ser-
vice. Every ceremony 
holds a memory of 
childhoods affected 
by war, young men 
being called upon to 
defend their country, 
and families anxious-
ly awaiting any news 
at home. Every cere-
mony grieves the loss 
of a parent, child, or 
loved one who never 
made it home. Every 
ceremony brings with 
it a young family, 
those teaching a new 
generation, remind-
ing them of who these 
people were and what 

this country was built 
upon. Every ceremo-
ny is a reminder of 
all currently enlisted 
soldiers.

The Legion Re-
membrance Day 

ceremony in Thorhild 
was held along-
side the cenotaph 
and war memori-
al in the Sunflower 
Memorial Park. It did 
not have a flyover by 

the Canadian Armed 
Forces, and there 
were not tens of thou-
sands of people in at-
tendance. However, 
it held the heart of 
every Remembrance 

Day ceremony. It held 
the tears, memories, 
loss, and hope of a 
nation. And a well-
timed train whistle 
was a poignant re-
minder of it all.

We will remember them

Thorhild Legion held its Remem brance Day ceremony at the Sunflower Memorial Park.
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Thorhild Central School news

Your logo 
here!

The elementary students at Thorhild Central School reveled in the musical 
performances presented by Mr. Jim Cardinal and Bryce Delorme during their 
Métis week activities.

H.A. Kostash School news

Redwater School news

The students in grades 9-11 from Smoky Lake H.A. Kostash School took a trip 
to the RCMP Regional Headquarters in Edmonton to explore careers with the 
RCMP. They engaged in a fitness test, including Ms. R, who participated with 
enthusiasm. The group also visited the 911 call centre and gained insights into 
RCMP vehicles. The experience highlighted the diverse career opportunities 
available within the RCMP.

The Owls at Redwater’s Ochre Park enthusiastically showcased their 
moccasins last week as they celebrated Métis Week 2023.
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Phone: 780-398-3741   |   www.thorhildcounty.com   |   801 - 1st Street, Box 10, Thorhild AB T0A 3J0

Division 1
Richard Filipchuk
Office: 780-656-0522

richard.filipchuk@thorhildcounty.com

Division 2
Deputy Reeve Angela Zilinski

Cell: 780-307-5846
angela.zilinski@thorhildcounty.com

Division 3
Joyce Pierce

Cell: 780-271-8458
joyce.pierce@thorhildcounty.com

Division 4
Reeve Janine Paly

Cell: 780-307-5978
janine.paly@thorhildcounty.com

Division 5
Trevor Dafoe

Office: 780-656-8165
trevor.dafoe@thorhildcounty.com

COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  
November 14, 2023

Below is a summary of decisions and discussions at the November 14, 2023, Regular Council  
meeting:

Third Reading for Council Code of Conduct Bylaw 14-2023
Council gave Third Reading to Bylaw 14-2023 Council Code of Conduct.

Rural Renewal Stream - Community Designation
Council directed Administration not to proceed with the application to the Alberta Advantage  
Immigration Program, Rural Renewal Stream, Community Designation.

Thorhild County Safety and Loss Management System
Council was presented the Thorhild County Safety and Loss Management System, which is an 
integrated framework providing a systematic approach to planning, implementing, measuring, 
and improving organizational performance for a gas distributor’s facilities. Council approved the 
Thorhild County Safety and Loss Management System. 

Thorhild County Integrity Management Program
Council adopted the Thorhild County Integrity Management Program, as revised from time to time, 
as a guideline in operating and maintaining the County’s gas distribution system.

Banking Services Proposals
Council authorized Administration to continue with the current practice of utilizing the ATB and the
Scotiabank as concurrent primary financial institutions.

Delegation: Quaife, Carl
Council moved to waive invoice #13594 in the amount of $985.00 plus GST.

THORHILD COUNTY COMMUNITY  
YOUTH GROUPS

Thorhild County offers annual assistance to local community groups that offer programs for youth. 
 
Community groups must be operating in active capacity to be eligible.

Eligible groups must submit the following prior to November 30, 2023, to be considered for 
funding this December:
1) Groups main contact name, phone number and email
2) Mailing address
3) Number of Thorhild County youth registered in the group
4) Proof of society in good standing
5) Registration with applicable parent organization

Funding is based on the amount of Thorhild County youth registered in a program.

Current groups that have previously received funding must still confirm they are in active status, 
update contact name and how many Thorhild County youth that were registered this year prior to 
November 30, 2023, to be eligible for funding.

For any questions or to submit your group’s request, please contact Laurie Hodge at  
Laurie.hodge@thorhildcounty.com or call 780-398-3741 ext. 2810.

THORHILD COUNTY FAMILY MEDICAL CLINIC
HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday: 9 am - 3:30 pm
Tuesday: 11 am - 6 pm

Wednesday: 10 am - 3:30 pm
Thursday: 9 am - 3:30 pm

Friday: 9 am - 3:30 pm

Please note that the Thorhild County Family Medical Clinic is closed all day on November 24 and the 
afternoon of November 29, 2023. 

Call to book your flu shot at the Thorhild County Family Medical Clinic. 

A Nurse Practitioner can diagnose, treat illnesses, order 
and interpret lab tests, manage chronic illnesses and 

prescribe medications.  Blood pressure checks and 
weight check-ins available. 

Please call the clinic to schedule your appointment at 
780-398-4MED (4633).
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The Redwater Lion's Club extended hearty congratulations to Alexa Gordey, the 
recipient of the Lions of Alberta Foundation (LOAF) Scholarship.

Shoeboxes were received and packed on November 10, they have been placed 
on the alter and will receive a blessing before continuing their journey to find 
themselves in the hands of a child.

5274 51 Street
Mayerthorpe, Alberta T0E1N0

$11,900

advantage (Whitecourt)

Patrick Carew
780-778-0053
pdcarew@telus.net
5114-50 Street, Whitecourt AB 780-778-6678
Each o�ce independently owned and operated

Just a phone call 
away from your 

home buying and 
selling needs.

MLS® Number: A2057886

SERVICED RESIDENTIAL LOT WITH BACK ALLEY , CAN 
ACCOMMODATE A MOBILE HOME. ADJACENT LOT IS 
ALSO AVAILABLE IF DESIRED. NICE QUIET RESIDENTIAL 
NEIGHBORHOOD. (27771977)

Packing hope and smiles
By Brandie Majeau

Operation Christ-
mas Child, a proj-
ect of Samaritan’s 
Purse and original-
ly a program in the 
United Kingdom, 
commenced in 1993 
as a response to a 
request fulfilled by 
Franklin Graham. He 
was asked to assist 
children in Eastern 
Europe who were fac-
ing hardships. The 
specific task was to 
fill shoeboxes with 
small trinkets, toys, 
and hygiene items 
for distribution to the 
children. Since its in-
ception as a shoebox 
ministry, the proj-
ect has expanded, 
annually distribut-
ing millions of boxes 
globally.

Numerous indi-
viduals, organiza-
tions, and businesses 
collaborate to con-
tribute to this ex-
tensive Christmas 
endeavor, including 
St. Anne’s Roman 
Catholic Church in 
Thorhild. What be-
gan over twenty years 

ago as a small project 
incorporated into a 
Sunday School class 
evolved into an annu-
al initiative inviting 
church members to 
pack their shoebox-
es or donate items. 
Operation Christmas 
Child not only pro-
vided an opportunity 
to contribute to min-
istry work but also 
served as a lesson in 
empathy, prompting 
individuals to consid-
er a world marked by 
hardships. The phys-
ical and emotional 
connection developed 
through envisioning 
a child and selecting 
items for that child 
imparts an under-
standing of touching 
the life of someone 
thousands of miles 
away.

The project at St. 
Anne’s Parish gained 
momentum as do-
nations and boxes 
poured in from indi-
viduals and students 
at the local school, 
adding to the piles 
of shoeboxes each 
year. As contribu-
tions of small items 

and school supplies 
became integral to 
the annual event, St. 
Anne’s parishioners 
organized packing 
parties held every 
November, a week 
before the boxes were 
collected. Potluck 
lunches were pre-
pared, and children 
and adults alike gath-
ered in the church 
basement, packing 
shoeboxes with love 
and prayers. Children 
often colored pictures 
or wrote personalized 
Christmas notes to 
include with the sim-
ple treasures, creat-
ing a unique surprise 
for the recipients.

The goal of 
Operation Christmas 
Child is a ministerial 
campaign designed 
to spread the Good 
News of Jesus Christ 
and bring joy to chil-
dren, some of whom 
have never received a 
present before. While 
the overarching aim 
is to touch the lives 
of those around the 
world, for St. Anne’s 
Parish, it evolved into 
an act of humility 

that touched the lives 
of those in their own 
community. The ini-
tiative brought toge-
ther numerous people, 

spreading laughter 
and joy in their lives. 
After being unable to 
hold these events for 
the past several years, 

St. Anne’s Roman 
Catholic Church is 
proud to reinstate 
their shoebox packing 
events.
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
Play to your strengths to reach your goals, Aries. 
You do not have to change much about yourself 
to get ahead. In fact, people will appreciate you 
being honest about who you are.

Taurus, do not worry about being passionate 
about what you do. If you weren’t this passion-
ate, you may not be able to persuade others to 
listen up and follow your suggestions.

Gemini, you may not have had the entire story,  
but you certainly will get it this week. It’s up to 
you to make up your mind how you want to act 
on the information you gather.

For some reason you are really interested in a 
friend or family member’s behavior and com-
ings and goings, Cancer. Are you having trust 
issues? Give them the benefit of the doubt.  

Leo, this week’s cosmic energy could see you 
pushing some boundaries. It’s fine to take risks 
as long as you have someone to pull you back if 
you go a bit too far.

A romantic adventure may prove the catalyst 
for change in your life, Virgo. Many exciting 
prospects are ahead if you allow yourself to get 
swept along in the momentum of your feelings.

Unchecked anxiety can lead you down a slippery 
slope, Libra. It’s not easy facing new situations, 
but worrying about things before it is necessary 
will not do right now.

Scorpio, you are no stranger to psychic feelings. 
This week you know what a loved one is think-
ing and want to help this person out in any way 
you can.

Sagittarius, you cannot control the world or 
others’ behaviors. All you can do is control how 
you react to situations. Don’t be sidetracked by 
noisy distractions in the days ahead.

Capricorn, you have been making pleasure and 
play time your priority of late. It’s now time to 
get down to business. Own up to your responsi-
bilities.

Unraveling old patterns or actions will be good 
for you right now, Aquarius. If you can’t do it on 
your own, work with a friend or therapist to get 
to the root of any issues.

Pisces, think about collaborating with others to 
bring out the best in yourself. In fact, you might 
find any group activity transformative. Don’t 
shy away from these ventures.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nocturnal S. American 
rodent
  5. Requesting
 11. Give temporarily
 12. Happiness
 16. Military branch
 17. -__, denotes past
 18. Middle Eastern city
 19. Air hostesses
 24. Partner to Pa
 25. Percussion instrument
 26. Popular computers
 27. Decrease light
 28. Valley in the Osh Region
 29. “To __ his own”
 30.  Absence of difficulty
 31. Notice announcing 
intended marriage read out in 
church
 33. Trims by cutting
 34. Impact
 38. Military member

 39. A French river
 40. Member of prehistoric 
people in Mexico
 43. Messenger ribonucleic 
acid
 44. Musician Clapton
 45. Greek sophist
 49. Largest English dictionary 
(abbr.)
 50. Narrow valley
 51. A way to disentangle
 53. Indicates not an issue 
(abbr.)
 54. Recommending
 56. Genus of legumes
 58. Friend to Larry and Curly
 59. Off-Broadway theater 
award
 60. Fencers
 63. Small Eurasian deer
 64. Denoting passerine birds
 65. Separate by category
CLUES DOWN

 1. Colorless fluid part of blood
  2. Of a main artery
  3. Photographic equipment
  4. Confirms a point
  5. Developed over time
  6. Not the leader
  7.  __ Lang (country singer)
  8.  Adults need one
  9. Nests of pheasants
 10. Antelopes
 13. One quintillion bytes 
(abbr.)
 14. Japanese three-stringed 
lute
 15. Type of cat
 20. Cools your home
 21. The ancient Egyptian 
sun god
 22. Pouches
 23. Trigraph
 27. Form of Persian spoken in 
Afghanistan
 29. __ route
 30. Body part
 31. Bridge building degree
 32. Indicates position

 33. Political action committee 
 34. Tasty snack
 35. Part of a quadruped
 36. Locate
 37. Pitching statistic
 38. Of I
 40. City in Utah
 41. Football players in the 
trenches
 42. Hammer is one
 44. A “nightmarish” street
 45. Performers
 46. Slang for cut or scrape
 47. More breathable
 48. Most slick
 50. Provokes
 51. Home to college’s Flyers
 52. Sodium
 54. Large fish of mackerel 
family
 55. Zero
 57. __ and behold
 61. The Palmetto State
 62. Popular Tom Cruise movie 
franchise (abbr.)

WORDS
ACUTE

AGE IN PLACE

AGING
CAREGIVER
COMPASSION
CONTINUING

COORDINATOR
DAYCARE
EQUIPMENT
FAMILY

GERIATRIC
HOME HEALTH 
AIDE
HOSPICE

ILLNESS
MEMORY
NURSE
NURSING HOME
PALLIATIVE

PROXY
RESPITE
SKILLED
THERAPY
VOLUNTEER
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By Irene van der Kloet

On November 
8, Métis Crossing 
proudly hosted 
National Indigenous 
Veterans Day. The 
general public was in-
vited along with some 
special guests, and 
around 50 indigenous 
and non-indigenous 
people answered that 
call. Juanita Marois, 
CEO at Métis Crossing 
and MC for this day, 
welcomed the public 
in the big hall where 
coffee, tea and pas-
tries were offered. 
The organization had 
gone the extra mile 
by decorating the ta-
bles and the hall and 
inviting APTN to re-
cord the event. “The 
role of Métis Crossing 
is to share the Métis 
culture with all peo-
ple,” Juanita ex-
plained, upon which 
she invited elder Lilly 
Rose Meyers to the 
microphone. Lilly 
Rose Meyers, el-
der and Knowledge 
Holder shared the 
pride in commem-
orating Indigenous 
heroes who fought 
for Canada. Bernie 
Poitras, District 12 
captain, briefly re-
ferred to the impor-
tance of Métis Crossing 
for everyone, Métis 

and non-Métis peo-
ple alike: “This place 
is still in its infancy,” 
he said, implying that 
there are significant 
events to come, of 
which we have seen 
some good exam-
ples this past sum-
mer. Bernie thanked 
the people who made 
the ultimate sacri-
fice and welcomed 
the elders they are 
still learning from. 
He thanked all in at-
tendance for being 
here today and closed 
with: “Freedom is 
not cheap; it comes 
at a very high cost,” 
as we can all wit-
ness from the war in 
Ukraine and Israel. 
The first Indigenous 
Veterans Day was held 
on November 8, 1994, 
when Indigenous 
people came togeth-
er to honour their 
veterans who fought 
for Canada. 12000 
Indigenous veterans 
served and sacrificed 
themselves in World 
War 1, World War 2 
and the Korean War, 
but also on peace-
keeping and peace 
enforcing missions 
throughout the world. 
Countries around the 
world have recognized 
their bravery and skill. 
Bruce Gordon, the 
next speaker, was one 

of those brave Métis 
who served during 
the Suez crisis in 
1956-1957 and com-
memorated the work 
of Métis military men 
and women abroad 
during missions. He 
pointed out the sac-
rifices made, being 
away from family and 
friends, sometimes 
in faraway countries 
under dangerous cir-
cumstances. Status 
Indians were exempt 
from the draft for 
World War 1 and 2 and 
had to give up their 
status to serve. More 
than 3000 enlisted 
in World War 2, but 
when they came back, 
they were no longer 
considered “Indians” 
[old term] under the 
Indian Act and could 
not re-enter their 
previous lives. That 
has all changed. Fifty 
Indigenous persons 
were decorated for 
bravery during World 
War 1. More than 2700 
persons of Indigenous 
origin serve in the 
Canadian Forces. The 
celebration ended 
with a wreath-lay-
ing ceremony at the 
monument worth 
visiting. The names 
of Indigenous veter-
ans are engraved on 
plaques, dating back 
to the early 1800’s.

National Indigenous Veterans Day 
celebration at Métis Crossing

Juanita Marois reads the poem "Victorie of Frog Plain" (Chanson des Bois Brules) 
by Pierre Falcon to the public. The poem is about the Battle of Seven Oaks in the 
early 1800s. Bernie Poitras lays a wreath at the monument at Métis Crossing. 
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The Alberta Floor Curling Association tournament takes place twice a year at the Redwater Pioneer Club. The November 17 event featured 20 teams, each consisting of 
seniors from various locations in northeast Alberta. During the tournament, every team engaged in three games. The prizes awarded were $100 for the first-place team, 
$80 for the second-place team, $60 for the third-place team, and $40 for the fourth-place team. Redwater Pioneer Club expresses thanks to Ideal Signs for the new 
score boards

Energy prices drive up 
Canada’s international 
exports in September

The value of 
Canada’s merchan-
dise exports increased 
for the third month in 
a row in September. 
Adjusting for sea-
sonality, Canada’s 
exports rose 2.7% to 
reach $67 billion.

In volume terms, 
the increase in ex-
ports was more mod-
est at 0.4%

Driven by higher 
prices, foreign sales 
of Canadian crude oil 
were up by 12.6% and 
accounted for 90.2% 
of the net increase in 

total export value.
Aircraft exports 

(+8.6%) and agricul-
tural exports (+8.1%) 
also posted strong 
growth in September.

On a quarterly ba-
sis, exports increased 
for the first time since 
the second quarter of 
2022. Foreign sales 
in the third quarter 
were 4.3% higher than 
the previous quar-
ter with higher ener-
gy prices once again 
driving most of the 
improvement.

In real terms 

(calculated using 
chained 2012 dollars), 
national exports were 
0.6% higher in the 
third quarter of 2023.

The strong showing 
on the exports side of 
the equation pushed 
Canada’s trade sur-
plus with the world to 
just over $2 billion.

Note: Provincial 
trade statistics are re-
ported on a different 
basis than the head-
line national numbers. 
We will dig into the 
Alberta data in a future 
edition of the Owl.

Your career ad at  
www.theredwaterreview.com
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By Brandie Majeau

Deb Laninga, an 
award-winning art-
ist hailing from 
Redwater, Alberta, 
has always har-
bored a passion for 
art. Despite her in-
nate artistic inclina-
tion, Laninga, like 
many others, initial-
ly doubted her ability 
to be considered an 
"artist." She ven-
tured into careers as 
a commercial pilot, 
overseas mission pi-
lot, and worked for a 
non-profit charity. 
However, life took 
her back home, where 
she devoted herself 
to caring for her ter-
minally ill parents. It 
was during this pe-
riod that Laninga re-
discovered her pas-
sion for art, gaining 
newfound clarity. In 
2014, she participated 
in a workshop titled 
"Portraits in Clay," 
unveiling a remark-
able talent that had 
long lain dormant, 
awaiting discovery 

and expression. As 
a three-dimension-
al thinker, Laninga 
found that she could 
create incredible 
sculptures out of clay, 
realizing that paint-
ing and drawing nev-
er allowed her to fully 
express her abilities.

Throughout her 
life, Laninga has im-
mersed herself in 
roles of servitude, 
witnessed conflicts 
and war, experienced 
the depth of human 
emotions, and has 
been fortunate to 
travel extensively. 
Laninga's remarkable 
ability to capture mo-
tion, moments, and 
emotions is evident 
in her work. Focusing 
on her inspirations, 
her sculptures serve 
as snapshots into 
life, telling stories 
through depictions 
of animals and indi-
viduals. Her pieces, 
sculpted with clay 
and cast in bronze 
or cold-cast bronze 
resin, have garnered 
various awards and 

accolades. Since 2019, 
Deb Laninga has been 
a full-time artist.

Presently, Lanin-
ga's artwork is 
showcased at the 
Alberta Lottery Fund 
Art Gallery, sit-
uated in the Dow 
Centennial Centre in 
Fort Saskatchewan. 

The exhibit, ti-
tled "Connection," 
celebrates fami-
ly, sacrifice, joy, 
and self-worth—
an exploration into 
Laninga's inspiration 
and a reflection on 
personal experienc-
es. The gallery is open 
on Thursdays and 

Fridays from 11 am 
to 2 pm and during 
performances at the 
Shell Theatre. For 
more information, 
please visit www.
deblaninga.com or 
contact 1-780-992-
6400 to arrange a vis-
it to the Art Gallery 
or obtain additional 

exhibit information. 
Art enthusiasts from 
all walks of life will 
undoubtedly appre-
ciate the beauty and 
soul encapsulated in 
each stunning piece. 
An artist meet and 
greet is scheduled for 
November 24 from 
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm.

On October 27, the Lighthouse Youth Group at Redwater Alliance Church conducted a Food Drive for 
the Redwater Fellowship of Churches Food Bank. They express their appreciation to all who generously 
donated, enabling them to collect around 750 pounds of food and a $500 donation.

Deb Laninga's sculpture entitled "Comfort". Courtesy of Deb Laninga

couple of women expe-
rienced the profound 
impact of why commu-
nity events and projects 
are so essential. While 
sewing potholders, one 
crafter remarked to an-
other, "You look so fa-
miliar." Pieces were con-
nected, not just of fabric, 
and the conversation 

evolved, leading to 
the rediscovery of a 
long-forgotten friend. 
The sense of familiar-
ity settled in, and they 
realized that forty years 
ago, they had worked to-
gether at Maligne Lake. 
It is often said that the 
world is small, but small 
communities seem to 
possess a special kind of 
small-world magic.

Photo courtesy of Lori Lahti

Continued from page 1

Redwater artist captures 
the depth of humanity
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THE HOETMER TEAM
REAL ESTATE
Each of� ce independently 
owned & operated.
9909-103 St, Fort Saskatchewan

Raymond 
Hoetmer 
780-719-2241

Austin 
Hoetmer 
780-221-2842

Website: ahoetmer.remax.ca
Email: rhoetmer@live.com

Facebook: The Hoetmer Team 

Fully renovated bungalow with large double detached 
garage! Over 1150 SQFT with 3 bedrooms up and 2 
more down. This home is move in ready with tons of just 
� nished upgrades including shingles on both the house 
and garage, front and back doors, windows on the main 
� oor, vinyl plank � ooring throughout the whole house, 
full kitchen reno including-cabinets, sink and appliances, 
both bathrooms , baseboards, paint and the list goes 
on... The basement has a rec room, utility room, storage 
room and the 2 additional bedrooms. Back alley access 
and a huge yard completes this beautiful home.

$314,900 $314,900 

Give us a call or visit Give us a call or visit 
our website to view our website to view 

all of our listingsall of our listings

Affordable acreage living! This 3 bedroom bungalow 
sitting on 9.83 acres is located along highway 63 less 
than 1 hour to Edmonton and on the way to Fort Mc-
Murray. Over 1100 SQ FT with 3 bedrooms, 4 piece 
bathroom, kitchen, living room and large boot room. 
In the basement there is the antique wood burning 
kitchen stove, laundry area and storage space. Many 
upgrades have recently been completed including 
HE furnace, hot water tank, � ooring and paint, bath-
room reno, septic tank, shingles on the house, gas 
line installed from the house to the garage with new-
er garage heater and insulation. Many out buildings 
and sheds to set up spots for chickens and any other 
livestock.

 $239,000 $239,000

60306 HWY 63 THORHILD COUNTY

Charming 1300Sqft bungalow with lots of upgrades re-
cently done. The main � oor has all newer windows. All 3 
bedrooms on the main � oor have new vinyl plank � oor-
ing. Primary bedroom also has a 2 piece ensuite with new 
� ooring, vanity and toilet. The main 4 piece bath has 
been completely redone with new � ooring, toilet, vanity, 
tile work and soaker tub. Large closet with connections 
for main � oor laundry. Great sized kitchen with ceramic 
tile and re� nished cabinets. The dining area has re� n-
ished built-in cabinetry and connects to the living room 
with a beautiful wood burning � replace. The basement 
has all new vinyl plank � ooring,Summer kitchen and large 
rec area with chimney already installed for wood burning 
stove. Additional option for 4th bedroom in basement if 
larger window installed. 3 piece bath in basement. Plenty 
of storage in the basement including a utility room with 2 
furnaces. Big backyard with back alley access and gate to 
back the RV in next to the 24x26 detached garage.

Close to Redwater school, shopping, Rec Centre, golf 
and banks. 845 square foot basement less 2 bedroom 
bungalow built in 1990. Main � oor laundry, large kitchen, 
dining area, 4pce. bath and two good sized bedrooms. 8 
x 26 foot covered front veranda. Large lot with back alley 
and garden shed. Some renovations and � ooring are still 
needing completion. With a few minor improvements this 
is a dynamite starter home or empty nester, senior living 
with no stairs.

$264,900$264,900

$139,900$139,900

5224 53 ST REDWATER

Perfect size acreage in a great location only 1/4 mile 
off highway 28. This 1050 SqFt home was approx. built 
in 1960 and moved onto a new concrete foundation 
in 2008. They also added the living room with a wood 
stove and screened in sunroom. The main � oor has a 
dining area, kitchen, 4 piece bathroom and 2 bedrooms. 
In the basement there is a large rec area with a bar, 3 
piece bathroom, utility room, laundry room and addi-
tional room that could easily be converted to a bed-
room. The basement and living room addition have 
in� oor heating, newer HE furnace supplies heat to the 
rest of the home. Massive 36’x30’ double garage with 8’ 
doors was built in 2017 and has roughed-in in� oor heat-
ing. The 60’x40’ coverall quonset is perfect for parking 
all the toys or equipment out of the elements. Corrals 
and fencing for horses or other livestock with some hay 
land to bale up and feed them through the winter.

pendingpending

soldsold

$289,900$289,900

59157 RR 195 SMOKY LAKE COUNTY

4620 49 ST REDWATER

5008 50 AVE REDWATER

 

 
PO Box 460, 56 Wheatland Avenue 
Smoky Lake AB  T0A 3C0 
PH: 780-656-3674 | FX: 780-656-3675 
smokylake.ca | town@smokylake.ca 

 

SMOKY LAKE REGIONAL HERITAGE BOARD 
 

Town	 of	 Smoky	 Lake	 is	 seeking	 a	 Member-at-Large	 to	 serve	 on	 the	 Smoky	 Lake	
Regional	Heritage	Board.	It	is	the	preference	of	the	Board	to	appoint	a	youth	Member	
(aged	16-20)	to	serve	on	the	Board.		

The	purpose	and	mandate	of	the	Board	is	to:		

ü To	manage	identification,	evaluation,	designation,	preservation,	restoration,	
planning,	financing,	and	development	of	the	heritage	resources.	

ü To	advise	municipalities	on	matters	relating	to	the	resources	of	the	County.	
ü To	stimulate	in	the	general	public,	an	appreciation	and	knowledge	of	natural	and	

built	heritage,	and	encourage,	promote	and	advocate	for	the	preservation	and	
safeguarding	of	the	integrity	of	landscape	heritage,	ecological	heritage,	cultural	
heritage	events	and	built	heritage	in	Smoky	Lake	County.	
	
	
	
	

	

	

Membership	on	the	Board	is	voluntary,	and	no	remuneration	will	be	paid	for	serving	
as	a	member.		Members	will	be	reimbursed	for	reasonable	out-of-pocket	expenses	and	
mileage	 to	 attend	 each	meeting	 of	 the	 Board	 and	 Committee	meetings.	 The	 Board	
would	like	to	encourage	youth	participation	to	bring	fresh	ideas	and	to	mentor	the	
younger	generation	about	volunteering	on	a	democratic	board	and	the	importance	of	
heritage	conservation.	
	
For	information	please	contact	Noreen	Easterbrook,	Chair	at	780-656-5901.			
	
Interested?		
All	interested	persons	are	encouraged	to	submit	a	letter	with	background	
information	no	later	than	November	30,	2023	to	P.O.	Box	460	Smoky	
Lake,	Alberta	T0A	3C0,	or	email	town@smokylake.ca	.																			 

 

Criteria:   
v Commitment to Smoky Lake region heritage. 
v Talents and skills needed to achieve the purpose of the 

Heritage Board. 
v Demonstrate ability to be a team player. 
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HERITAGE BOARD

We are excited to announce our 2023 
WM Thorhild County Student Scholarship 

winners! Congratulations to:

Daniel Feledichuk
Ethan Vetsch

Julia Moscaluk
Sydney Sawchuk

Terran Ewasiw
Victoria Dutchek
Zoey Feledichuk

WM developed this scholarship program in partnership with our 
Community Advisory Committee and the Together Enriching 

Academic Minds Society for Thorhild County students entering 
post-secondary. Healthy thriving communities depend on 

involved citizens, organizations and corporate partners for 
momentum. We lend our support to causes that promote 

civic pride, economic development and revitalization. It’s a 
responsibility we take to heart. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE SCHOLARSHIP 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, PLEASE EMAIL SLYASKOV@WM.COM.
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Explore the latest news and captivating 
advertisements right at your fingertips!

Dive into our digital edition today at 
www.theredwaterreview.com and 
stay informed and entertained.
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Kid's cornercorner

Sponsored by Smoky Lake
Thorhild

Student I play  
libero for 
our team. 

My  
favourite 

part about 
volleyball is 
passing the 

ball. 

Zsymon Hosmillo
Grade 11

Holy Family Catholic 
School Waskatenau

 

 

Immediately Hiring!! 
Experienced Local 
Body Job Operators, 
hauling Crude Oil and 
Produced Water. 
Please send email to: 
careers@ricksoilfield.ca  
 
 

 

 

Immediately Hiring!! 
Experienced Local 
Body Job Operators, 
hauling Crude Oil and 
Produced Water. 
Please send email to: 
careers@ricksoilfield.ca  
 
 

Anyone needing a Christmas Hamper, please 
leave your name & number at the Food Bank 
780-942-2061. Cut off date is Dec. 8, 2023.
Clients will be contacted prior to the delivery of 
the hampers, that will be done on Dec. 18, 2023 
am. The Christmas hampers provided 
by the Food Bank will be food 
products only. The Redwater Chamber products only. The Redwater Chamber 
of Commerce Santa's Toy Store will 
carry on the tradition of toys.  

MOUNTIE MINUTE
Smoky Lake RCMP 

Detachment 

• Break and Enter and theft 
reported on November 6 
near RR 130 and HWY 28, 
male attended and took 
thousands of dollars worth 
of building supplies

• BE at RR 170 and TWP 592, 
rural property numerous 
items taken

• RCMP located stolen prop-
erty on a rural property near 
RR 165 and TWP 603

• RCMP also received calls 
for service for other Thefts, 
Harassments, sudden 
deaths and civil issues

• Members attend-
ed Remembrance Day 
Ceremonies 

• Numerous vehicle collision 
reported, it’s that time of 
year be cautious with road 
conditions due to weather 
change

• If you see any suspicious ve-
hicle which not normally in 
your area call the RCMP to 
report

IF YOU HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION ON A CRIME 
CONTACT THE SMOKY 
LAKE RCMP AT 780-656-
3550 or CRIMESTOPPERS 
1-800-222-TIPS(8477)

Please recycle Please recycle 
this paperthis paper

Shauna at 780-942-2023
redwaterreview@gmail.com

CONTACT US
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 info@tywireelectric.ca

5069 50th St
Waskatenau, 
AB T0A 3P0
Box #414

 780-521-6400

tywireelectric.ca

Tyson Berlinguette
Owner/Master Electrician

Residential | Commercial, 
Agricultural | Light industrial 

Institutional

Sudden Style Renovations
KITCHENS            
INTERIOR FINISH
BATHROOMS       
COUNTERTOPS
BACKSPLASHES
CLOSET 
ORGANIZERS

INVEST IN YOUR HOME

 780-910-6677

YOUR AD
HERE!

CALL
������������

Your career ad at  
www.theredwaterreview.com
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CROSSWORDSWORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

PUZZLES SOLUTIONS

BIG REACH
SMALL ADS Classi�ed Word Ads require Payment with Order. Low cost - high circulation. Your ad will also run free in the Morinville Free Press. Up to 25 words: $15.00 per week, 

GST included. Additional words: 50c/ each. Deadline: Thursday 2:00 p.m.  Phone 780-942-2023   E-mail: redwaterreview@gmail.com

Announcements
UNIQUE ETCHED 
WOO DEN ORNA-
MENTS. $105.00/set of 
4 including postage and 
FREE Draw for chainsaw 
carvings. Fundraiser for 
Alberta Political Prisoners. 
See Facebook Page. Inquire 
at OperationRescue@pro-
tonmail.com.

Autos
BLANKET THE PROV-
INCE with a classified ad. 
Only $269/wk (based on 
25 words or less). Reach 
almost 90  weekly newspa-
pers. Call NOW for details. 
1-800-282-6903 Ext 225; 
www.awna.com. 

Coming Events
FIREARMS WANT-
ED FOR OUR 2023 
AUCTION PROGRAM: 
Rifles, Shotguns, Hand-
guns, Antiques, Militaria, 

Collections, Estates, Single 
Items. For Auction, or Pos-
sible Purchase: Toll-Free 
1-800-694-2609, Email Us 
@ sales@switzersauction.
com or Visit Us @ www.
switzersauction.com.

Employment 
Opportunities

SPRUCE POINT PARK 
Association now accepting 
applications for the position 
of: PARK MANAGER, 2024 
season, May 1st to Septem-
ber 15th (end date flexible). 
Spruce Point Park Camp-
ground and Marina is lo-
cated on Lesser Slave Lake 
approximately 285 kms 
northwest of Edmonton, 
AB near Hamlet of Kinuso. 
Manager must live on site 
in own RV unit. Full-service 
lot provided. For complete 
job description package 
please call 780-775-3805 
or email sprucepointpark@
gmail.com. Closing date: 

January 15th, 2024, or until 
suitable candidate is found.

GET YOUR MESSAGE 
SEEN ACROSS Alber-
ta. The Blanket Classifieds 
or Value Ads reach over 
600,000 Alberta readers 
weekly. Two options start-
ing at $269 or $799 to get 
your message out! Business 
changes, hiring, items for 
sale, cancellations, tenders, 
etc. People are increasingly 
staying home and rely on 
their local newspapers for 
information. KEEP peo-
ple in the loop with our 
90 Weekly Community 
Newspapers. Call THIS 
NEWSPAPER now or email 
classifieds@awna.com for 
details. 1-800-282-6903, 
780-434-8746 X225. 
www.awna.com.

Feed and Seed
ALBERTA FEED 
GRAIN: Buying Oats, 

Barley, Wheat, Canola, 
Peas, Screenings, Mixed 
Grains. Dry, Wet, Heat-
ed, or Spring Thresh. 
Prompt Payment. In House 
Trucks, In House Excre-
ta Cleaning. Vac Rental. 
1-888-483-8789.

WE BUY DAMAGED 
GRAIN - Heated, Mixed, 
Tough, Light, Bugs, Spring 
Thrashed....Barley, Wheat, 
Oats, Peas, Flax, Cano-
la. "On Farm Pickup". 
Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

FOR SALE
ONE STOP CHRIST-
MAS shop. New and 
thrift finds Nov 1 to Dec 
31 10am to 4pm Mon-Sat. 
4712-50ave. Floral Designs 
by Terry. 780-777-8769.

WHEAT STRAW For 
Sale 200 Soft Core Round 
Bales Conventional Com-
bined, No Dessicant, 

Premium Cattle Feed $50/
bale NE of Redwater, AB 
780-974-5613.

Health
HIP/KNEE REPLACE-
MENT. Other medical 
conditions causing TROU-
BLE WALKING or DRESS-
ING? The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for $3,000 
yearly tax credit and 
$30,000 lump sum refund. 
Take advantage of this of-
fer. Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide: Expert 
help. 1-844-453-5372.

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? 
Why suffer employment/
licensing loss? Travel/busi-
ness opportunities? Be em-
barrassed? Think: Criminal 
Pardon. US entry waiver. 
Record purge. File destruc-
tion. Free consultation. 
1-800-347-2540. www.
accesslegalmjf.com.

Wanted
CASH PAID FOR GOLD, 
SILVER & PLATINUM! 
Buying coins, collections, 
999 bullion, bars, ingots, 
jewelry, nuggets, sterling, 
old money. PURCHAS-
ING ENTIRE COIN COL-
LECTIONS! Call Todd 
1-250-864-3521.

SMALL FAMILY FARM 
looking for cultivated 
farmland or hayland in the 
Thorhild area for 2024. 
Competitive rates, timely 
payment & flexible terms. 
780-689-6755.

LOOKING FOR INDOOR 
SPACE to rent hourly for 
walking dogs near Redwa-
ter. Have 2 large elderly 
dogs who need somewhere 
to walk (must be above 0 
and not icy) when tempera-
tures get below 20 degrees 
Celsius. Please call Debbie 
at 780-667-6680.

YOUR AD
HERE!

CALL
������������

www.theredwaterreview.com
Call 780-942-2023
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KRIS KRINGLEKRIS KRINGLE

THANK YOU
TO OUR 

SPONSORS & 
PARTNERS!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM AT PEMBINA PLACE

Redwater & District Ag Society's Christmas Craft and Bake Sale
                               Festival of Trees                      Concession Open
                                              Food Bank Donations Appreciated                                

HOLIDAY MINGLEHOLIDAY MINGLE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1

5:00 - 8:00 PM AT PEMBINA PLACE
Festival of Trees 
Visits with Santa 
Horse-drawn Wagon Rides 
Fire Pits & S’mores
Photo Booth
Cookie Decorating
Crafts
Airbrush Tattoos
Face Painting
Coloring Contest DIsplay

FREE!
Free Public Skating (4:00-7:00PM)  
(Helmets mandatory for users under 18)
Secret Santa Workshop for Kids
Turkey Curling with Prizes
Jeannie & Friends Carolers
Redwater High School Band
Free Hot Chocolate & Hot Dogs                               
(While supplies last)
Free Popcorn (While supplies last)
Food Bank Donations Appreciated
Concession Open

   
The Festival of Trees is held in support of the Redwater Fellowship of Churches Food Bank.  

Please bring a food or cash donation if you can Friday evening. 

5:00 - 8:00 PM THROUGHOUT THE TOWN

  WWW.REDWATER.CA/P/EVENTS-PROGRAMS

QUESTIONS ?  CONTACT THE COMMUNITY SERVICES OFFICE AT 780-942-4101

FREE!

Cruise the Town with this self-guided tour. Enjoy the Christmas lights,
and vote for your favorite locations!  Pick up your map and ballot from

Tim Hortons or Pembina Place, or download it from our website.  

Festival of Lights  (Vote for your favorite seasonal displays!)

REDWATERREDWATER
CURLINGCURLING
CLUBCLUB FRIENDS OF THE

REDWATER PUBLIC
LIBRARY SOCIETY

          Redwater
 Crafting Group

Jeannie & Friends
Music Group

Janine Pequin and
Heather Moellering 
Remax Real Estate

 

Kris Kringle Holiday Mingle is organized to provide quality, affordable family
programming for our community, and to strengthen community bonds.


